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PCACS Bus Service
Helps Those in Need
by Bruce Linder
While our Porter County Aging and
Community Services’ buses have
been rolling around the county even
more efficiently with the help of
technology, we still face a great
demand for our countywide door-todoor service. Since we received a
computerized route match system in
our seven buses through the
Regional Bus Authority, we have
been able to accommodate more
riders on a daily basis by being
more efficient. Through the software
and GPS system, our drivers know
details of where they are going and
the best way to get there, saving
time and allowing for more pick-ups
and drop-offs. The computer plots
the best routes and our drivers have
this in hand.

- see page 6

I Don’t Want
to Be Bothered
by Dan Moran

Portage to celebrate
cultural diversity
Cultural Festival held at Woodland Park in
Portage. Cost is free, donations accepted
by Carl Kurek
It takes a great many people from all walks of life to set the
framework for a community that is unique, open-minded and
prosperous. The city of Portage is no exception; the Portage
Youth Commission felt it was essential to bring the community
together for a day of celebrating its diversity.
Zak Spurlock, a junior at Portage High School, led the rest of
the Portage Youth Commission in launching the first-ever city
Cultural Festival. Cultural Festival 2011 is set April 10 in Sycamore
Hall at Woodland Park from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m.
“I know there are a lot of diverse cultures in the area and I just
wanted to show people the different aspects of those cultures,” he
said.
While Spurlock did come up with the idea for the event and
even wrote a proposal that led to the securing of a grant from the
Porter County Community Foundation, he said his fellow PYC
members are all helping to make the event possible.
Besides Spurlock, this year’s members include Chairman A.J.
Laramie, Vice Chairman Conner Haupt, Secretary Lauryn Alyea
and Emily Dominguez and Mackenzie Widener.
Each commission member chairs different events – such as the
Pet Parade set for later this month – but they all play a role in
making the events a fun experience for the community.
The PYC, founded in 2003, is a group made up of high school
students who get to experience first-hand what it takes to be
involved in city government and community organization.
“The goal of the commission is to engage youth in action at a
civil level,” Portage Mayor Olga Velazquez, who founded and
mentors the commission, said.
“They get to learn what it takes to engage the community, the
best way to interact with the community and they also get to lean

People die every day. There is
nothing “newsy” about that. Illness,
accidents, natural disasters, crime …
depressing at the least, so it is better
to think of happy thoughts.
Fortunately, we humans are wired in
such a way as to be able to separate
ourselves from the pain others feel
during their individual losses. If we
were not made that way, we would
not be able to function. In our world
of instant news, it would be easy for
one to be emotionally “buried” by all
the death that surrounds us every
single waking moment of our lives.

about partnership.”
And learn they did, according to Spurlock.
“It’s shown me that it’s not all about skipping and daisies;
there’s stuff that needs to get done. It’s also shown me how to
organize a lot of stuff and how to reason with a lot of people,” he
said.
“Before this I wouldn’t have ever thought about going to a
group and asking for stuff. It’s made me more social.”
Spurlock said the Cultural Festival is meant not only to be fun,
but educational as well. He said all of the groups participating in
the event were told they could do whatever they wanted – serve
food, play music, display art – but they were all required to have
information about their culture ready to pass out to people who
walk past their group.
It has been a little difficult, however, to find groups willing to
participate. The PYC was set on booking about 20 groups, but
- continued on page 5

Members of
the Month
South Haven Boys & Girls Club recently
recognized Hayden Pepper and Trinity
Benedict as the Members of the Month for
February. The Member of the Month program
recognizes members for outstanding behavior
and positive involvement to the Boys & Girls
Club. For more information about the South
Haven Boys & Girls Club tour the Club at 723
Long Run Road, call 759-2565 or visit
www.bgcpoco.org.
Boys & Girls Club of Porter County
provides children ages 5 to 18 with quality
programming and operates facilities in
Valparaiso, South Haven, Duneland and
Portage. For more information or to make a
donation, contact your local Club, call 219464-7282, or visit www.bgcpoco.org.
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Job seekers have an opportunity to network with a number of potential employers
at Indiana University Northwest’s 10th Annual Job Fair, scheduled from 9 a.m.12:30 p.m. in the Savannah Center Gymnasium. For more information,
call 219-980-6500.

7

The Sexual Assault Task Force of Porter County will host “Sexual Assault
Awareness Month-Day of Action” at noon at the Porter County Courthouse. The
event will include a short program, speaker and balloon launch. For more
information, call 219-465-3408.
Ballroom Dancing
Register by today to sign up for ballroom dancing classes at Woodland Park in
Portage scheduled for six weeks starting April 11. Cost for Portage residents is $60
for singles, $99 for couples; non-residents add $5. For more information,
call 219-762-1675 or 219-680-9261.
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Meet: Rosemary
Stockwell
A resident at
Rittenhouse of Valparaiso
This month’s resident
spotlight is on Rosemary
Stockwell. Stockwell is a
big fan of old movies,
and loves music. When
she was 17 years old,
she went to see “Gone with the Wind” in the theater.
This is a fond memory for her.
Whenever musical entertainment comes to
Rittenhouse Valparaiso she loves to sing along – and
she knows all of the words. Her favorite color is blue
and her favorite flower is a rose; she especially enjoys
their scent.
Stockwell loves any food, with the exception of fish.
She loves all the seasons of the year, but she really
enjoyed the times during the summer, when she and her
family would make trips to Lake Michigan.
Stockwell was born in Chicago, and when she was 14
her family moved here to Indiana. She graduated high
school in 1940 and was then married. She and her
husband were married more than 40 years. Together
they had six children – four boys and two girls – and
lots of grandchildren.

Meet: Don Guilford

Meet: Lois Willison

A resident at
Life Care Center
of Valparaiso

A resident at
Whispering Pines
Health Care Center

Don Guilford, a resident at
Life Care Center of
Valparaiso, was born on
Nov. 5, 1916 in Park
County – 80 miles from
Turkey Run – in a barn. He
attended school there until fourth grade and then
finished at Kingman in Fountain County.
Guilford attended Indiana University Bloomington to
become a teacher. He married in 1941 to Roselyn who
also was a teacher for 18 years. They raised two
children, Marsha and Kevin.
After graduating from IU, Guilford taught business
education for seven years, even teaching a semester in
Holland. He was drafted into the Army in 1943 and
ended up in China in 1945. Upon returning home he
became the principal at Morgan Township School in
Valparaiso were he stayed for 11 years, having only
planned to stay for two years.
One of the residents at Life Care Center of Valparaiso
remembers having Guilford as a principal. Guilford
enjoys his days with morning exercise, church services,
bingo and a few hands of cards.

Interior designer and floral
Arranger by trade and nurturing
her “showpiece” garden as a
hobby are parts of the
life of Lois Willison, who
is a Whispering Pines
Health Care Center
resident since 2003.
A native of
Charlottesville, Va., Lois met the love of her life, Eugene
Willison and they married on July 16, 1937. Their 48year marriage saw their family blessed with two
daughters and one son.
Lois’ pride in her family is obvious as she shares
freely about her five grandchildren, five greatgrandchildren as well as two great-great-grandchildren.
Lois and Eugene moved their family to Kouts, in1963 as
Eugene became a supervisor at Bethlehem Steel. He
passed away in 1985.
One can always find Lois in the midst of all of the
“action” at Whispering Pines. She enjoys being involved
in a variety of programs and cooking. She is always
willing and looks very forward to helping with the many
special projects.
She mostly misses keeping busy working in her yard .
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People in the news
Family doctor joins LaPorte Physicians, welcomes patients

Dr. Gary Wheeland

Longtime area family doctor Gary Wheeland joined Indiana
University Health La Porte Physicians and welcomes new patients at
his La Porte office.
Wheeland provides family care for patients of all ages. He
specializes in prevention, treatment and management of acute and
chronic medical conditions. He also assists with coordinating
specialty care to meet your comprehensive needs.
Wheeland is board-certified by the American Board of Family
Medicine. He received his medical degree from Indiana University
School of Medicine and completed his residency at Fox Valley
Family Practice Residency, University of Wisconsin.
Wheeland accepts patients at 500 Legacy Plaza West in La Porte.
To schedule an appointment, call 219-326-0943, or visit
www.lrpn.org.

Indiana University Health La Porte Physicians is a network of
physicians providing services in office locations throughout La
Porte, Berrien, Lake, Starke, St. Joseph, Marshall, Pulaski and Porter
counties. Specialties include after hours care, cardiology, family
care, general surgery, internal medicine, neurosurgery, orthopedics,
pediatrics, physical medicine/rehabilitation and women’s care. For
more information, visit www.lrpn.org.
Named among the “Best Hospitals in America” by U.S. News &
World Report for 13 consecutive years, Indiana University Health is
dedicated to providing a unified standard of preeminent, patientcentered care. A unique partnership with Indiana University School
of Medicine, one of the nation’s leading medical schools, gives our
highly skilled physicians access to innovative treatments using the
latest research and technology.

Kids Closet annual sale coming this month
The Porter County chapter of Mothers & More
will once again offer the public a chance to buy and
sell gently used children’s clothing, toys, and gear.
The Spring Kids Closet sale will be April 16 from 8
a.m.-12 p.m. at the Butterfield Pavilion on the
corner of Evans and Calumet in Valparaiso.
Admission is $2 per person from 8-10 a.m. After 10
a.m. admission is $1 per person. Anyone less than
18 years of age will be admitted without charge.
The sale brings together families in the market for
gently used clothing and equipment with people
who have such items to sell.
The Kids Closet Sale will be an extensive event
with up to 35 tables of children’s items for sale.
Mothers & More will take care of all of the

Express Employment Professionals was recently honored as “Company of the Year” by United Way of Porter
County at the 2011 United Way State Leaders Conference. Congratulating Jerry and Jean Phelps (center) are
Sharon A. Kish, president of United Way of Porter County (far left) and Ron Silverman, board chair of Indiana
Association of United Ways (far right).

United Way names Company of the Year
Express Employment Professionals of
Valparaiso was named “Company of the Year” by
United Way of Porter County at the 2011 United
Way State Leaders Conference held earlier this
month at the Hilton Indianapolis North Hotel.
“It is with great pleasure that we were able to
recognize Express Employment Professionals
and the Phelps with this honor,” Sharon A. Kish,
president of United Way of Porter County said.
The Valparaiso location of Express
Employment Professionals is one of 550
agencies within this Fortune 500 Franchise
providing quality staffing services and human
resource solutions to businesses around the
globe. Jerry and Jean Phelps, franchise owners
since 1997, were Co-Chairs of the 2010-2011
United Way Campaign.

Jean Phelps also serves on the United Way
Board as vice-chair. They hosted the Express
Clydesdales at the Porter County Fair by
sponsoring a two-day visit for the nationallyrecognized team of horses, which provided a
unique co-branding opportunity for the Express
Team and United Way.
Their franchise also serves as the human
resources processor for Lakeshore Area
Regional Recovery of Indiana, the long-term
recovery committee formed to assist the
survivors of the September 2008 floods. For
more information about Express Employment
Professionals, call 219-465-1868, or visit
www.nwindiana.expresspros.com. For more
information about United Way of Porter County,
call 219-464-3583, or visit www.unitedwaypc.org.

advertising for the event. Individuals reserving a
table will set their own prices and keep 100 percent
of their own profit.
“We are building on the success of our popular
sale held each year,” event chairperson Amanda
Brown said. “The selection of clothing and toys just
can’t be beat. It really is a phenomenal sale.”
Mothers & More is a not-for-profit organization
dedicated to improving the lives of mothers
through support, education and advocacy. The
group addresses mothers’ needs as individuals and
members of society, and promotes the value of all
the work mothers do. For more information, e-mail
infomothersandmore@yahoo.com.

Pictured, (l to r) Paula Wiese, Portage art teacher;
Brook Olsen, art student; and Wanda Rice, Portage art teacher.

‘Empty Bowls’ to aid
Portage Food Pantry
The Empty Bowls project, a dual effort on the part of the Portage
High School art department and members of Holy Cross Lutheran
Church, will be returning this spring in support of the Portage
Township Food Pantry. The public is invited to the Portage High
School West cafeteria on April 16, from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. to enjoy
a delicious bowl of homemade chili or soup served by the women
of Holy Cross.
The price of a bowl of soup and a soft drink is $5. For an extra
$5 attendees can choose from a large selection of beautiful
ceramic bowls created by Portage High School art students shown
above in the hands of Paula Wiese, Portage art teacher; Brook
Olsen, art student; and Wanda Rice, Portage art teacher. As no two
of these bowls are alike, this is an opportunity to acquire a truly
unique piece of art.
Tickets may be purchased at the door or in advance. For more
information, call 219-762-1896, 219-762-4111, or contact Martha
Willis at marthawillis@frontier.com.
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Empowering Teens to Make Healthy Choices
Some media reflects unnatural body images for girls with false society’s standards
by Harriet Fagan
Glance at the tabloid rack in your grocery checkout lane and spy an unflattering
photo of a female celebrity and exclamations about her “muffin” top and horrific
thighs. Open your online news page to find “Jen’s New Body” sharing equal headline
space with the worst natural disaster in recent history. Settle down for an evening of
TV and witness a parade of perfect bodies promoting Victoria’s Secret and
underdressed women performing on “Dancing with the Stars.”
How do these images make
you feel if you’re an adult
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depressed that you mindlessly
attack the ice cream and a bag of chips?
And what about your daughter? Isn’t it likely that she’s encountering similar images
day after day and being bombarded with the message that the only body worth having
is a thin one? How does this impact her? Well, according to the National Institute on
Media and the Family, at age 13, 53 percent of American girls are “unhappy with their
less than the average female, the bar is set impossibly high for most females.
bodies.” This grows to 78 percent by the time girls reach 17.
On April 12, A Positive Approach to Teen Health offers a rare opportunity to
Media consistently sends the message that a girl should aspire to be “model thin,”
professionals, parents and interested community members to learn more about this
and the effects on an adolescent girl’s self-esteem can be enormous. The Dove
issue and others at their American Teens in Crisis VII Professional Seminar. Entitled
Campaign for Real Beauty, for instance, found:
“Women and Girls at Risk,” the seminar features speakers Tina Marie and Dr. Alma
• 92 percent of teen girls would like to change something about the way they look,
Golden.
with body weight ranking the highest.
Marie will educate and encourage attendees to become media lie-busters and
• 75 percent of teenage girls felt ‘depressed, guilty and shameful’ after spending
provide ways to recognize your ability to create positive change. Golden serves on the
just three minutes leafing through a fashion magazine.
faculty of the Department of Pediatrics at Texas A & M University Health Science
• 70 percent of girls ages 15 to 17 avoid normal daily activities such as attending
Center and consults with organizations to identify and strengthen effective adolescent
school, going to the doctor, or even giving their opinion “due to feeling badly about
risk avoidance program components. Medical professionals, educators, guidance
one’s looks.”
counselors, social workers and mental health counselors may earn continuing
Most of us are aware that teen body dissatisfaction can result in eating disorders,
education accreditation hours by attending the 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m. event at Strongbow
which have devastating effects on health and sometimes even result in death. A teen’s
Inn in Valparaiso. For more information on the seminar, speakers and registration, visit
negative feelings can also result in depression, anxiety and risky behaviors.
www.pathblazer.org.
Frighteningly, not only is the pressure to be thin affecting girls at a younger and
younger age, but increasing numbers of teens are seeking surgical means of
achieving the “ideal” body.
The American Psychological Association reports, “Studies have demonstrated that
A mother, grandmother, freelance writer and former educator, Harriet Fagan
exposure to idealized models of sexual attractiveness in media such as fashion
writes about teen health topics as marketing communications assistant for A
magazines leads to body dissatisfaction among girls. In extreme cases, body image
Positive Approach to Teen Health. For more information or questions you may
dissatisfaction leads teenage girls to undergo plastic surgery procedures such as
contact her at thechroniclenwi@comcast.net.
breast implants and liposuction for reduction of fat in the hips, belly, and thighs.”
Young women must be made aware that the “ideal” images are unrealistic, often
flaunting air-brushed tummies and blemishes. Since fashion models weigh 23 percent
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Wire transfers and scams
by Clint Turpen
Using a money transfer service, such as Western Union or
Moneygram, can be a great way to send money to someone
far away.
Let’s say you have a child attending college on the other
side of the country. He calls you one day to tell you that his
car needs a new alternator, and he’s a little short on cash –
the parts and labor are going to run $600 but he only has
$200 available.
After a brief lecture during which you say things like, “I
thought you had a part-time job out there; what happened to
the money from that?” (and pretend you don’t already know
exactly what happened to the money), you agree to loan
your son the $400 he needs to get the car fixed.
This is where a wire transfer can be convenient. You
simply take the cash to Western Union, or whichever service
you’re using, and pay a small fee. They take in the cash and
give you a tracking number, which you give to your son.
Within a day, he can proceed to the location nearest him and
gives them the code, and they hand over $400 in cash.
Like everything else in the world, though, wire transfers
can be used in the commission of fraud.
One classic example is the Nigerian 419
scam – so named for a section of the
Nigerian criminal code. You receive an
e-mail from someone who claims to
be an exiled Nigerian prince or other
political figure. They tell you they
have a vast fortune they are trying
to reclaim, but they need your help
moving it out of the country. All
you need to do is wire several
thousand dollars so they can
pay off some people and
regain access to their
accounts. In return, they’ll
give you 10 percent of the
fortune or so.
Of course, what happens is
that you never hear from them
again after wiring the money.
For another example, let’s
say you’ve got an item you’re
trying to sell; a roll-top desk,
$250. You decide to give this
whole Craigslist online
classifieds thing a whirl and put

your listing up on the Web site.
You get an e-mail from an interested party that wants to
buy the item. For some reason, they want to buy your
Indiana roll-top desk, even though they live in Idaho. “Don’t
they have roll-top desks in Idaho?” you might wonder.
The buyer seems adamant, however, and you agree to sell
the desk. Soon, a cashier’s check arrives in the mail. For
$3,000. You contact the buyer immediately. “You overshot a
bit on that roll-top,” you say. “It was $200, not $3,000.”
“That’s okay,” he replies, “just cash the check and wire
the excess back to me. I’ll pick up the desk next week.” You
take the check to your bank, cash it, and wire $2,800 back to
the buyer. A few days later, you find out your account is a
couple thousand dollars negative because the check turned
out to be counterfeit. Your financial institution will not cover
the loss, the bank the fake check was written on will not
cover the loss; you end up on the hook. Since you already
wired the money back to the crook, it’s gone.
There’s a new one I just heard about from the U.K. In this
scheme, a classified ad for a used car is placed. When an
interested buyer calls, the crook claims to live a couple
hundred miles away from the buyer. He’s willing to make the
trek to sell you the car, but only if he’s sure you’re serious
about buying. “Wire me $2,000 good-faith money so I know
you’re serious.” You wire the money, but the seller never
shows up.
There are two important things to remember about wire
transfers. First, when you use Western Union or Moneygram
to send money, once that thief collects the cash, there is no
way for you to get it back. At that point, the transaction is
complete and there is no recourse for you – the victim.
Second, and most important, never wire money to
strangers. Why? See previous paragraph; once you
wire it, it’s gone. Whether you have had e-mail,
telephone or postal mail contact with a stranger,
you still have no way to know their true identity
or intentions. Only wire money if you know who
it’s going to.

Clint Turpen, marketing specialist at Regional
Federal Credit Union, is a certified Identity
Theft Risk Management Specialist. He is an
author at Regional Federal Credit Union’s
Fraud Prevention Unit Web site. For more
information, visit www.fraudpreventionunit.org.

Cultural
diversity
- continued from page 1

has only been able to get 11 on board.
Spurlock is confident the event will be
nevertheless successful.
“It has been a little bit of a struggle, and
getting everything meshed together is hard
because everyone on the commission is busy
with other stuff too,” he said. “But the groups
we do have are very involved. I couldn’t be
happier with them.”
Cultures that attendees can learn about at
the festival include German, Polish, Mexican,
Puerto Rican, Swedish and Serbian, for which
the mayor will be responsible. Velazquez, who
is of Serbian descent, will be educating
attendees about her culture not only by
speaking and passing out literature, but by
putting on display at the event different cultural
pieces she borrowed from her church’s
museum.
The mayor said she is looking forward to
participating in the festival and is confident the
event will do just what the PYC intended.
“Their goal was to engage the many cultures
represented in our own community and the
surrounding areas, and we can create a greater
understanding of various cultures through
things like food and art,” she said.
Spurlock said the PYC hopes to make the
Cultural Festival an annual event, but will have
to wait and gauge the community’s response
to it.
“If we can do it again in the future, we will
see how we can improve it. Once people get
wind of it, it will be easier,” he said.
But he is proud to be a part of such an
organization and event regardless of the
turnout.
“I’m being a positive aspect in society, and I
know there are kids my age out there doing
bad stuff,” he said. “It makes me feel great; it
makes me feel like I’m part of something
bigger.”
For more information about the PYC or
Cultural Festival 2011, call 219-762-5425, or
visit www.ci.portage.in.us.
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PCACS bus service helps those in need
by Bruce Lindner

The mission of the Porter County
Aging & Community Services
The mission of the Porter County
Aging & Community Services, Inc.
(PCACS) is to be a nonprofit
organization that provides for the basic
needs of Porter County seniors, the
disabled and low-income residents.
For more than 50 years, PCACS has
been serving as the safety net for those
most in need in Porter County. PCACS
provides transportation services to Porter
County residents who need
transportation to local senior centers,
doctor appointments, work, grocery
stores, etc.
PCACS participates in the Senior
Nutrition Program as the Congregate
Meals Site Manager for Porter County
senior centers. These Porter County sites
provide a nutritious meal, along with
socialization, exercise and wellness
training (Monday through Friday) to
Porter County seniors 60 and older.
PCACS has an Energy Assistance
Program which assists low-income,
Porter County households with winter
heating and summer cooling expenses.
The program helps those in need avoid
service disconnection. PCACS also
administers the Section 8 Housing for
low-income, Porter County families to
have adequate housing.
PCACS also hosts free Community
Workshop Programs throughout the year.

While our Porter County Aging and Community Services’
buses have been rolling around the county even more efficiently
with the help of technology, we still face a great demand for our
countywide door-to-door service.
Since we received a computerized route match
system in our seven buses through the Regional Bus
Authority, we have been able to accommodate more
riders on a daily basis by being more efficient.
Through the software and GPS system, our drivers
know details of where they are going and the best way
to get there, saving time and allowing for
more pick-ups and drop-offs. The computer
plots the best routes and our drivers have
this in hand.
But even with our Monday-through-Friday
service helping about 160 people a day, I
am often asked by area seniors: “Why can’t
I get a ride?”
Our agency has implemented guidelines
so we can serve those who are most in
need – individuals who are disabled or
seniors who are
poor, low-income,
disabled or facing
health issues. We are
allocating three rides
a week to these individuals and while the cost is $1 one-way
and $2 round-trip, we offer financial assistance for those facing
hardships and clients with disabilities to allow them to ride free.
Rides are available from 6 a.m. until 6 p.m. Monday through
Friday by calling our transportation office at 462-4302 48 hours
in advance between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m.
A question of funds
We will soon be welcoming three new, more comfortable
buses that will replace some of our older buses in the fleet.
These are at no cost to us. The federal government covers 80
percent of the $60,000 price tag and that is matched locally by
the RBA. Paying for new buses isn’t the problem: it’s the cost of
insurance, driver wages and fuel to run all of our buses on a
yearly basis.
As we watch gas prices continue to rise and monitor how the
state is allocating transportation funds, I am keeping an eye on
the effects on our transportation service. We rely on federal,
state and local funding to keep our buses rolling and we all
know how budgets are tight. I am striving to make it through the
year maintaining our bus service at its current level by
examining additional local funding sources and keeping my

fingers crossed that gas prices
won’t hit $4.50 a gallon!
In the past, our agency has increased
the cost of a ride, but that is not a route I
am willing to take today. We saw fewer
riders as pride prevented some seniors
from asking for help when they could no
longer afford the fare.
To us, providing a
much-needed ride at a
reasonable price
outweighs the small
dent the extra money made in our operating costs.
Part of our mission is to offer transportation services to help
keep seniors active and able to live at home as long as possible
and I encourage able-bodied seniors to pool together and share
rides, look to neighbors and family for assistance and to
investigate the V-Line bus service in Valparaiso and Opportunity
Enterprises’ service.
By working together, we can keep our senior community
active while focusing our efforts on helping those who need it
most. Our agency always welcomes donations. For more
information, contact me directly at 219-464-9736 or at
bhlindner@frontier.com.

For Rides, call 462-4
4302, 48 hours in advance
between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Bruce Lindner has worked in the not-for-profit world
for more than 25 years and has been executive
director of Porter County Aging and Community
Services for five years. A native of the region, he
was raised in Portage and he graduated from
Valparaiso University.
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Alzheimer’s Association offers support
S.O.S. - Speaking of Seniors
by Woodrow Wilcox
Old bill irked client.
A client sent a bill from a doctor’s office and
asked why the bill was not paid. The client is
an elderly woman from Highland.
I checked with the client’s insurance company. The bill was for a
date of service of 1-21-2009. The insurance company sent a check
for full payment of the bill to the doctor’s office on 2-6-2009.
The client was upset with our agent and agency. The client
thought that she had bought a policy which did not pay on
claims. Wrong! The insurance company paid the claim within
a month of getting the bill. The doctor’s office either
misplaced the check or did not get it because it was lost in
the mail.
I wrote a letter to the doctor’s office and explained that a
check for full payment was issued by the insurance
company and mailed to the doctor’s office. I gave the
doctor’s office the contact information for the person at the
insurance company who needed to discuss the first check
before issuing a new check.
So, the client’s bill will be paid – again.
Another client sent a bill to our office for my review. He wanted to know why the bill was
not paid by Medicare or his Medicare supplement insurance company. The client is from Lake
Station.
I reviewed the bill and phoned the client’s insurance company to ask about the unpaid bill.
The insurance company never got the claim from Medicare. You can’t blame an insurance
company for not paying on a bill that it never got.
To help our client to get the problem fixed, I wrote a letter to the hospital to explain what
had happened. I requested the hospital’s cooperation to send certain essential information
about the claim directly to the insurance company for processing.
As long as the hospital cooperates, I am confident that the bill will be processed according
to the policy that the client bought.
The help that I gave to this client was free. This insurance agency provides this high level
of customer service for our senior citizen clients. Does your insurance agent or agency
provide this much service? If not, why not?
Woodrow Wilcox is the senior medical bill case worker at Senior Care
Insurance Services in Merrillville. Wilcox has saved clients of that insurance
agency over $1 million by correcting billing errors caused by the Medicare
system. For other articles by Wilcox, visit www.woodrowwilcox.com,
www.medicareproblems.net, or visit www.dakotavoice.com.

Every fourth Tuesday of the
month at 6 p.m., caregivers will
gather together for the
Alzheimer’s Association’s support
group. Facilitated by Judy
Cramer, a trained leader, the
group meets at the Porter
Memorial Hospital Education
and Rehabilitation Center, 1401
Calumet Ave. in Valparaiso.
This Alzheimer’s Association
support group meets monthly to provide
caregivers with an opportunity to share their
experiences and receive support from others coping with
Alzheimer’s disease. During the meetings, caregivers are encouraged to share
information, give and receive support and exchange coping experiences and
strategies. Meetings are open to the public and facilitated by a trained
professional or family member.
“It’s important for caregivers to remember that they are not alone on their
journey through dementia caregiving. Support groups are a great way to meet
other caregivers for advice and support,” Amanda Janz, information and
referral coordinator for the Alzheimer’s Association, said.
Today, approximately 5.3 million Americans have Alzheimer’s disease,
including 120,000 Hoosiers. Every 70 seconds, someone develops
Alzheimer’s disease, making Alzheimer’s disease the sixth leading cause of
death. The direct and indirect costs of Alzheimer’s disease and other
dementia amount to more than $172 billion annually.
The Alzheimer’s Association is the world leader in Alzheimer’s research and
support. Having awarded more than $265 million to nearly 1,800 research
projects, the Alzheimer’s Association is the largest private funder of Alzheimer
research. The Association’s vision is a world without Alzheimer’s disease.
There is no cost or commitment for caregivers to attend any of the support
groups offered through the
Alzheimer’s Association. For more
information or for a full listing of
all of the Greater Indiana
Chapter’s support groups, visit
www.alz.org/indiana, or call the
helpline at 800-272-3900.

Every
Fourth
Tuesday
of the
Month
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A short autobiography
by Verne R. Sanford

Just
for a
laugh
Copper wire
After having dug to a depth of 10
feet last year, New York scientists
found traces of copper wire dating
back 100 years and came to the
conclusion, that their ancestors
already had a telephone network more
than 100 years ago.
Not to be outdone by the New
Yorkers, in the weeks that followed, an
archaeologist in California dug to a
depth of 20 feet. Shortly after, a story
in the LA Times read: “California
archaeologists, after finding of 200year-old copper wire, have concluded
that their ancestors already had an
advanced high-tech communications
network 100 years earlier than the New
Yorkers.”
One week later. A local newspaper in
Arkansas reported the following: “After
digging as deep as 30 feet in his
pasture near Hardy, Ark., Bubba, a
self-taught archaeologist, reported that
he found absolutely nothing. Bubba
has therefore concluded that 300 years
ago, Arkansas had already gone
wireless.”
-Short stories provided by Verne R. Sanders

I was in second grade and I couldn’t
read the blackboard. Even standing near
the board didn’t help, and it was totally
embarrassing. As time went by, teachers
gave me special help and mom read my
assignments out loud. Even at that young
age, I became a good listener, an
invaluable attribute later in my teaching
career.
By the time I retired from Valparaiso
University in 1993, I had gone from merely
“Verne” all the way to professor, then on to
professor emeritus, and now I’m back to
Verne. All those years, people were unselfish
with their help and still are today, so I’m still
asking.
I found grade school to be easy thanks to
much help from teachers and mom. High
school required much more reading. Mom
kept reading, and I listened – did I ever listen!
I was able to graduate with my class, an
exciting day for me. I recall my poor grades
of Cs and Ds in high school math, certainly
not the preparation I needed for teaching
college mathematics
“Get a good education,” my father told me
over and over again. “Many jobs will be
closed to you, so get as much education as
you can.” I took his advice and earned a
bachelor’s degree, two master’s degrees and
the Ph.D. Each day was a challenging
process of adaptation, but good listening
habits and lots of human assistance got me
through.
As technology advanced, I used a talking
calculator and computer. An electronic
enlarger helped me prepare lessons, grade

papers, read mail, and the like. Eyeglasses
with strong magnification permitted me to
write assignments and examinations, grade,
and write checks – as long as each was held
one inch from the lens. Years before that, I
had used a jeweler’s lens to read tiny
subscripts and exponents. I still use most of
these helpful “gadgets” today.
Writing was never a problem. It was
reading that was difficult or impossible.
Abnormally large characters helped, so I tried
grocers’ grease pencils, crayons, carpenters’
pencils and, later, amazing felt markers.
I inscribed book pages with large black
page numbers, and various words or
symbols written in strategic places, allowing
me to more easily use a textbook in front of a
class. I could usually see a waving hand
begging a question. Students helped me
locate equations I had “lost” somewhere on
the blackboard. Their cooperation in all ways
was phenomenal.
Nowadays I share time with my wife of 52
years, my five children and 14 grandchildren,
my woodworking hobby, writing poems,
stories and articles for publication, writing
memoir stories, giving public lectures on
macular degeneration and how to live
successfully with low vision and leading two
local low vision support groups.
Without the generous assistance of my
students, colleagues, family members,
townspeople and everyone around me, I
know the success I’ve enjoyed in my
teaching career and in my life, would have
been so much less. How does one properly
thank them?
I’ll always wonder what all these people
looked like!

Verne R. Sanford, 75, is professor emeritus of mathematics at Valparaiso University.
He retired in 1993 and is currently writing his 24th memoir story. He is president of
Valparaiso Low Vision Support Group Inc. He and his wife of 52 years, Marie, have five
children and 14 grandchildren.

Valparaiso
Low Vision
Support Group Inc.

Upcoming
Meeting
in April
Tuesday, April 12
Time: 6-7
7:30 p.m.
Place: First United Methodist
Church, 103 N. Franklin,
Valparaiso
Speaker: Bruce Lindner,
Executive Director, Porter County
Aging & Community Services,
1005 Campbell, Valparaiso, 219464-9736.
Topic: Bus Transportation in
Porter County.
Tuesday, April 26
Time: 10 a.m.
Place: Activities Room at Pines
Village Retirement Communities,
3303 Pines Village Circle,
Valparaiso (building behind
Whispering Pines Health Care
Center, 3301 N. Calumet Ave.)
The group can usually help
people with impaired vision;
come and join the discussion.
We welcome all persons at our
meetings, whether or not they
have low vision. Within
Valparaiso, call 219-465-1661 for
a free ride to a meeting.
For more information, visit
www.valpolowvisionsupport.org.
“See” you there.
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Can you afford a nursing home?
How to know if you’ll qualify for Medicaid when assisted living is required
It is the conversation people do not have until they have to,
but by then, it is too late.
The fact is that in 2010, more than 7,000 people turned 65
years old or older every single day, a figure that is predicted to
rise in 2011. Furthermore, an AARP survey revealed that only
four in 10 of those people feel they will be financially secure for
their golden years.
For many, that lack of financial stability will transform from
being a worry to becoming a crisis if they discover they will
need any kind of assisted
living. That is why Gabriel
Heiser, an attorney with
more than 25 years of
experience in nursing home law, believes that people should
start planning now, even if they are not close to their 65th
birthdays.
“The average monthly cost of a nursing home today is
$6,917 per month, and a typical Alzheimer’s patient will spend
$395,000 for their nursing home care after diagnosis,” Heiser,
author of “How to Protect Your Family’s Assets from
Devastating Nursing Home Costs: Medicaid Secrets,” said.
“Those costs are only going to rise, so it is important to plan
now. One important benefit to consider is Medicaid, which can
help offset a good amount of those costs, but only if you know
what it takes to qualify for those benefits.”
The mistake a lot of people make is thinking they cannot
qualify for Medicaid, according to Heiser.
“Many feel that because they own a
home or have some assets that they
can’t qualify for Medicaid help with
their nursing home and doctor’s
bills,” he said. “The truth is there
are a variety of assets people can
own and still qualify. It’s just a
matter of knowing the rules, and
making a plan to meet those
requirements.”
Heiser listed the asset limits for
those applying for Medicaid. They
include:
• Cash – You can possess
$2,000 cash that will not be
counted as an asset in determining
your Medicaid eligibility.
• Home – There is a $500,000
exclusion toward your home,

meaning that if your home is valued at $500,000 or less at the
time of your application, it is excluded as an asset. Some states
use the higher permitted exemption of $750,000.
• Car – Up until recently, you could exclude only one car at a
value of $4,500 or less, however, that law has been changed.
Now, one automobile of any current market value is excluded
on your application.
• Funeral and Burial Funds – If you have a pre-planned
funeral or memorial arrangement, the entire value of that plan is
excluded. If you do not, a
separate bank account that
contains $1,500 toward
funeral expenses can be
excluded. If you have pre-purchased burial plots, you can
exclude not only the costs of the plot for the applicant, but for
the entire family, and still be eligible for Medicaid.
• Property – According to federal law, any real or personal
property that is essential to self-support, regardless of value or
rate of return, is excluded. That could include farms, rental
properties and other real estate investments that generate
income necessary for self-support. For rental income, however,
the property must generate at least 6 percent of its value
annually in order to qualify for the exclusion.
• Life Insurance – Only the cash value of a life insurance
policy owned by the applicant is counted, thus, all term policies
are ignored.
“There are so many other rules that can benefit
those who aren’t sure they’ll have enough when
the time comes,” Heiser said.
“The key is to plan now and act now. These
laws exist for your protection, and avoiding the
discussion and the planning necessary to
take care of the potential complications
just because it is an unpleasant topic
will only result in a more unpleasant
conversation when you realize you’re
not ready when the worst happens.
That can be a very expensive
dilemma. Peace of mind right now,
however, won’t cost a dime, and
could save you hundreds of
thousands of dimes later.”
For more information, visit
www.medicaidsecrets.com.

The key is to plan now and act now

Getting
Your
Five
A-Day
To learn how to creatively incorporate
the daily recommended amounts of fruits
and vegetables into your diet, Porter
Health System’s registered dietitian, Jill
Kilhefner, RD, CD, presents the Senior
Circle Program: “Getting Your 5-A-Day.”
Kilhefner’s keys: Start a habit of adding
new fruits or vegetables every day; eat
fresh fruit for the afternoon pick-me-up;
add chopped or sauteed vegetables to
your egg dishes; use applesauce as a
replacement in baked goods and add
chopped vegetables to spaghetti or
similar sauce; always buy locally grown
fresh produce.
“Not only is eating five or more
servings of fruit and vegetables a day
nutritionally sound,” said Kilhefner, “but
these foods are naturally low in fat and
sodium, high in fiber and can help keep
your blood pressure under control.”
Porter’s Senior Circle is part of a
nationwide organization committed to
enriching the lives of adults age 50 and
better. To learn more about Porter’s
Senior Circle program or to become a
member, call 800-541-1861 or visit
www.nwiseniorcircle.com.
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I don’t want to be bothered . . .
by Dan Moran
People die every day. There is nothing “newsy” about that. Illness, accidents, natural
disasters, crime … depressing at the least, so it is better to think of happy thoughts.
Fortunately, we humans are wired in such a way as to be able to separate ourselves
from the pain others feel during their individual losses. If we were not made that way,
we would not be able to function. In our world of instant news, it would be easy for
one to be emotionally “buried” by all the death that surrounds us every single waking
moment of our lives.
In fact, as I write these words, bodies by the thousands are washing ashore in
Japan after the tsunami that hit that small nation recently. A mom is killed on her way
to work. A baby is stillborn. A grandpa takes his last breath surrounded by those who
love him. If we sat and considered all the tragedy that fills
the newspapers every day, no matter what part of the
world we live in, we would find it hard to get out of bed
each morning.
Then again, another baby is born of loving, caring
parents. A child gets her first home run. A young adult
gets news of being accepted at grad school. Masses of
tykes go scrambling after colored eggs at a church
Easter egg hunt. We get the promotion that will
mean so much to our family. Pure joy and
excitement happens every day, too.
Life is filled with as much good as you want to
see and as much bad as we seek out. Our attitude
on a daily basis is decided on how we react to the
things that sweep in and out of our lives. Some of
us think that we can plan our way through life, right
up to the point that life smacks us upside the head.
It has been said that God laughs at man’s plans.
For some, it is natural to seek the good things
that life has to offer. Then, there are the masses
who are so affected by darkness and evil that they
face every day to the point they can only see the
negative side of life. We don’t like the darkness.
That is where evil lives. It is in the dead of night when the rest of the world sleeps that
we sometimes find ourselves caught up in our worries and fears.
And when tragedy strikes close to home, when death intrudes into our lives, all joy
is oftentimes sucked from our souls. When death hits our individual families, we may
feel completely cut off from any goodness that life has to offer. It may be only by the
grace of God that those people will ever see the light again. From a personal
perspective, it may not be a bad suggestion to trust in a higher power for all of our
wants and needs but that is something that each reader of this article must decide for
themselves.
Eventually, we recover enough to appear as though all is well. Friends see us smile
a little more freely and we resume what seems like a normal life of waking, going to
work, taking the kids on vacation, etc. However, in those “middle-of-the-night” talks
with God when we cry out “Why? Why? Why?” we know that life will never be the
same without that special person. Yes, we can adapt to daily living, but the hole in our
hearts will never be truly healed.
I know this out of experience. My father died when I was 11. You would think that I
would not be affected 51 years later as regards to thoughts about him. Yet, sometimes
a scent or a name from the past, or a song brings him back to my mind as though his
death never occurred.
“Oh My Papa” by Eddie Fisher is like an on-switch to my tear glands. For some
reason, I remember that song of long ago as my father’s favorite song and hearing it
triggers something so powerful in my soul that is beyond my reasoning or
understanding. All I know is that song brings Dad-thoughts to me, and Dad-thoughts
lead to missing him so. As Eddie sang, “Oh my papa, to me he was so wonderful, oh
my papa, to me he was so good.”
Back to the title of this article: “I don’t want to be bothered.” Immediately following
the death of someone near and dear to us is not the time that we want to meet with a

funeral home or cemetery
representative. We hurt and we want to
hide from the world. We would prefer
the world would stop and let us catch
a breath or two and maybe have a
moment of silence for those whom
we grieve over.
But life does not stop. It never
stops. The world keeps spinning,
and commerce keeps ringing the
cash register, and we are all but
forgotten in our grief as our friends and
neighbors focus on
making it through another day.
It is for this reason that a good funeral home or
a good cemetery wishes to do a follow-up visit
with those we serve. We do care about the
welfare of those families who entrusted us with
their deceased mom or dad or son or
daughter. We know that during the 30 days
following a death important matters need to be
tended to, like it or not.
In the case of Calumet Park’s Family Service
Advisors, we have instituted a follow-up
program to educate people about their
financial and credit obligations, the importance
of getting legal advice as it relates to wills and
probate, life insurance info, social security and
veteran benefits, handling grief and even living
will instructions for those left behind as
regards to their own wishes.
We deliver a packet of information that helps
to focus one’s thinking about those things that
the world expects to have handled as business
carries on, detached from the pain that you are
living through. Changing titles on property, bank accounts, stocks and bonds, cars
and on and on should be tended to at once, and bills still need to be paid.
The good news during this time of grief is that your Family Service Advisor is there
to help, free of charge. The follow-up visit is designed to be a time of caring, of
educating and of apprizing those left behind of some of the areas that must be tended
to even as you are in the midst of mourning your loss.
Thus, the title of this article: “I don’t want to be bothered.” When we meet with a
family to finalize a burial, we ask for an appointment at which we will review with you
some of the areas that need attention immediately and some that will eventually need
resolution but are not urgent. It is at this time that the idea of being bothered surfaces.
It is our request that you tuck the reasons for having this meeting after a death
somewhere in your brain so you will maybe recall, on the fateful day that you are in
the midst of losing someone important to you, that this follow-up meeting is designed
to continue our service to you even after everything has been taken care of regarding
the funeral and final resting place of your dearly departed.
For more information regarding this subject, or any questions that you may have
regarding pre-planning a funeral, please call us and we will be your very own personal
advisor.

Dan Moran is the General Manager of Calumet Park Cemetery.
For your questions, email Moran at
dmoran@calumetparkcemetery.com, or visit
www.calumetparkcemetery.com for more information.
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AMERICORPS NCCC
Rebuilds Homes and Lives
An AmeriCorps National Civilian Community Corps team is immersed in rehabilitating
and restoring homes affected by the flooding of September 2008 and working with
Lakeshore Area Regional Recovery of Indiana through May 4. The focus of LARRI’s
project is the rebuilding of homes for the elderly, disabled, single-family, and lowincome families, who lack the resources to do so themselves. The AmeriCorps team is
living in and working with the community to restore multiple homes over the course of
their stay. Members are working on such tasks as installing flooring, trim carpentry,
installing windows and doors and painting. The group is happy to be working with such
a great organization for their first project. LARRI began in response to the
unprecedented floods of September 2008 in Northwest Indiana. At that time, thousands
of homes were damaged in the region. Much of the flooding occurred in high poverty
areas and most of the homes were without flood insurance. LARRI is composed of a
committee of non-profit as well as faith-based organizations in and around the
community. This organization works to restore houses back to a safe, sanitary and
secure condition so that families can once again live comfortably. LARRI is a long-term
recovery committee funded through a grant from The Eli Lilly Endowment Inc. which
was facilitated through the United Ways of Northwest Indiana and the Indiana
Association of United Ways. AmeriCorps NCCC, administered by the Corporation for
National and Community Service, provides opportunities to members, who work to
improve the environment, enhance education, increase public safety, help with disaster
relief, and assist in other unmet human needs. NCCC members must be 18-24 years old
and complete at least 1,700 hours of service during the 10-month program. For
information about applying to AmeriCorps NCCC, call 800-942-2677, or visit
www.americorps.gov/nccc.

WORKFORCE SURVEY
Survey Military Impact Workforce
The Department of Defense’s national survey of America’s employers has reached its
halfway point and the department is urging more participants to make their voices
heard. The survey is designed to gain insight into the benefits and challenges of
employing members of the Guard and Reserve by allowing civilian employers to share
their experiences. The department is asking all employers who received the survey to
take the time to fill it out, as their responses will shape future Guard and Reserve
policies. With Guard and Reserve members comprising almost 50 percent of the
military’s total strength, their service and the support of employers are critically
important. “If we are going to sustain their participation, we need to sustain the support
of the employers,” Dennis McCarthy, assistant secretary of defense for Reserve Affairs
said. “Finding out what we need to do to get that support is of vital national interest.”
The survey is the department’s largest study of its kind since Sept. 11, 2001. The nation
has relied heavily on Guard and Reserve service members in the almost 10 years since
the attacks, frequently calling them away from their civilian jobs for military operations
and humanitarian efforts around the world, including the 2004 tsunami in southern Asia,
2010 earthquake in Haiti and ongoing relief efforts in Japan. Employer Support of the
Guard and Reserve, a Department of Defense agency, sent the survey to
80,000 employers. The sample includes employers of every size and industry,
from all across America. The
randomly
selected
participants received a
letter in the mail with
instructions for filling out
the survey online. Survey
participants should visit
www.esgr.mil and click
on the survey link to
provide their feedback
on
employing
members of the
Guard
and
Reserve.

PORTAGE YMCA
Bound to Blossom Run/Walk
Join the Portage Township YMCA in their “Bound to Blossom”
5K Fun Run/Walk to be held on May 1. Stop by the welcome
center to pick up a registration form or print one out on their
Web site at www.ymcaofportage.org. The race course will
begin at the Portage Township YMCA on the “Rails to Trails”
and wind through a Portage subdivision back on the “Rails to
Trails” and end at the YMCA. Medals will be awarded to the top
three male and female finishers in each age group. Early
registration is now open. Y members who register by April 20
will pay $16 and non-members who register by April 20 will
pay $20. This fee includes a commemorative T-shirt.
Walk-in registration will begin at 7:30 a.m. with the race
beginning at 8:30 a.m. As a leading not-for-profit, the
Portage Township YMCA strengthens communities
through youth development, healthy living and social
responsibility. The Y, located at 3100 Willowcreek
Road in Portage, is available to all, regardless of
age, income or background. For more information
regarding the “Bound to Blossom 5K Run/Walk,”
contact Kasi Back at the YMCA at 762-9622 or at
kasi@ymcaofportage.org. More information is also
available at www.ymcaofportage.org or by finding the
Portage YMCA Facebook.

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK
Be Part of a Giving - Donate Blood
Individuals and organizations can seize the moment and
share in honoring America’s volunteers this spring.
National Volunteer Week runs April 10 through 16 and
celebrates the millions of people who dedicate
themselves to taking action that helps better their
communities. The week also provides opportunities to
inspire, recognize, and encourage people to seek out and
engage in activities that can effect positive social change.
“Everywhere you look, you’ll find a story about ordinary
people accomplishing extraordinary things through
volunteer service, including blood donation,” Sharyn
Whitman, CEO for the Indiana-Ohio Blood Services Region
of the American Red Cross, said. “And that’s cause for
celebration.” National Volunteer Week was established by
President Richard Nixon in 1974, and continues to grow in
scope through the support of all subsequent U.S. presidents
and other elected officials. At the American Red Cross, volunteers
constitute 96 percent of the total work force needed to carry out the organization’s
humanitarian mission. Around 155,000 volunteers assist Red Cross staff in collecting 40
percent of the nation’s blood supply from about 4 million volunteer blood donors. In
addition, more than a half million people a year deliver Red Cross services in areas such
as disaster relief, health and safety training, and support to military members and their
families. “Volunteers show all of us that you can make a difference in today’s world,”
Whitman said. “We invite you to join the millions of people who help save the day by
donating blood or giving of your time and talents through the American Red Cross.” For
more information about the Red Cross or to find a blood drive, call 800-733-2767, or visit
www.redcrossblood.org.

BraunAbility
Memoir is an Inspiration
Braun, the world’s largest manufacturer of wheelchair accessible vans, ramps and
wheelchair lifts, announces the availability of CEO Ralph Braun’s memoir, “Rise Above,”
as an e-book, with proceeds benefiting The Ralph Braun Foundation. Capitalizing on the
age-old saying, “necessity is the mother of invention,” Ralph Braun refused to let his
disability hold him back and, in the process, brought independence and mobility to
thousands. “Rise Above” tells the story of how self-reliance, common sense, and a
refusal to accept the status quo led to one man’s triumph in business and in life. Tom
Brokaw notes that “Rise Above” is a “wonderful story of how one man’s disability and
ingenuity led to a better life for those unable to walk.” Nick Gutwein, president of Braun,
said, “For more than 20 years, we have provided our customers with options to foster
greater mobility and now readers can enjoy an uplifting, memorable book, whether in
print or e-book form, at home or on-the-go.” The Ralph Braun Foundation, currently in
development, is committed to assisting those who need accessible transportation and
cannot afford it. Proceeds from “Rise Above,” now available in the iBook application,
NOOKbook and Kindle Store, will be donated to the foundation. For more information,
visit www.braunability.com/rise-above.cfm.

GROUP 7EVEN
Launches Web site for 2-1-1
United Way 2-1-1 launched its new Regional Web site, www.myuw211.org, in
collaboration with Group 7even. United Way 2-1-1 is the nationally designated number
for information and referral across the country. It quickly and efficiently connects callers
with local human, health, and social services in their community. Group 7even has had
a longstanding relationship with United Way of La Porte County and played an integral
part in launching UWLPC’s My UW 2-1-1 campaign in early January 2010. La Porte
County was introduced to 2-1-1’s call, chat, and search services through unique and
eye-catching posters, window clings, wallet cards, informational brochures and a Web
site designed, written, and built by Group 7even. Since its launch in early February, 2-11 received 2,037 calls from La Porte County and received 1,533 unique visits to the site.
Due to its astounding success in La Porte County, the St. Joseph
County 2-1-1 Call Center partnered with Group 7even and five
additional United Ways to take the My UW 2-1-1 campaign to a
regional level. Until now, 2-1-1 had a more limited database
and only provided Web services to La Porte County. The
Regional 2-1-1 database includes more than 2,000 local
agencies with approximately 8,000 programs and
services in Elkhart, Fulton, Kosciusko, La Porte,
Marshall and St. Joseph Counties. With the new
Regional site, in addition to call capabilities, the
entire region is able to access the new, larger
database through chat and search capabilities.
Users can chat live with a specialist or search
the expansive 2-1-1 database by keyword. The
new site adds more convenience and
anonymity to an already amazing local
resource. Group 7even is an integrated
marketing agency that bases its
services on the convergence of
genius strategy, cutting-edge
technology and award-winning
creative to drive quantitative
results for the businesses it
works
with.
For
more
information about Group 7even,
visit www.group7even.com, find
them on Facebook, or follow them on twitter.

SERVING PORTAGE, CHESTERTON, VALPARAISO and HOBART
Area codes are all 219 unless otherwise noted
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Big Brass Band coming to Portage April 13
Rodney Mack’s Philadelphia Big Brass Band will
put on a performance in Portage High School’s East
Auditorium. Portage Township Live Entertainment
Association is presenting the concert, which will
begin at 7:30 p.m. on April 13.
The group includes Mack on trumpet, French
horn, trombone, tuba and percussion. All
performers are well known throughout the U.S. and
Europe, playing with major orchestras and groups
such as Canadian and Boston Brass. You will have
the joyous experience of great music in a variety of
styles.
Admission at the door is $15 for adults, $5 for
students and is free with a PTLEA or reciprocity
association card. Free parking for the event is available in the school parking lot at the
east end of the high school campus, off Airport Road, just north of U.S. Highway 6.
Those purchasing a 2011-2012 season ticket will receive free Admission to the April

13 concert. Season tickets will be available at the “early
bird” discount price of $40 - $10 for students – through
April 30. The season ticket price includes admission to
four concerts at Portage High School auditoriums, a
choice of any stage production performed by Portage
Community Theatre during their fall or spring seasons and
more than 15 more concerts throughout Northwest
Indiana.
Season tickets may be purchased at the members table
in the foyer before the concert or by calling Linda at 219762-5025. After April 30, season tickets are $45 for adults
and $10 for students.
The 2011-12 season will include: Tribute to Frankie Valli
in October; Bottom Line Duo in February; Metales in April;
and Rhapsody Woodwind Quintet at a date to be announced, as well as a choice of
any Portage Community Theatre production.
For more information, call 219-762-5025, or e-mail marthawillis@frontier.com.

SHOP PORTAGE
To advertise and feature your business on the ‘Shop Portage’ page, call 462-1
1488 and ask for Nancy.

Getting to know: Hair Razors
Hair Razors, a full-service day spa and hair salon, has
been serving the residents of Portage and the
surrounding areas for nearly seven years. The goal of the
crew at Hair Razors is to make everyone feel like they are
a part of a big family.
“We form friendships that last a lifetime in many
cases,” owner Mary Jean Marvel said. “We as stylists
want the customer to feel comfortable in the salon. To be
able to discuss their needs as to colors, cuts and new
styles to fit their individual daily needs.
Marvel said each stylist at Hair Razors has their own
reasons for being in the hair business, from raising a
family as a single mom to just the love of doing hair and
being with people.
“The inspiration that we get from being a stylist are the
smiles on the clients’ face when they see their new look
for the first time,” she said. “We all have many years of
experience and some have owned their own salons but
chose to give them up to work together as this big team.”
In order to keep up with all of the new products and

cutting and styling techniques, Marvel and the other
stylists attend continuing education classes periodically.
Hair Razors is staffed by seven stylists, a nail tech and a
massage therapist. They offer the newest colors, cuts
and styles by Toni Creasy, Stacy Caylor, Lydia Colburn,
Karen Mullen, Paulette Blouir, Lynn Anderson and Marvel.
They also offer an alternative look from short to long
hair with extensions by Caylor. The nail tech Phi Phi Bui
offers manicures, pedicures and the newest non-surgical
facelift called “facial sculpting,” as seen on Good
Morning America and Nightline.
The stylists prefers to work by appointments, however,
they will always try to meet the needs of walk-ins. Hair
Razors is located 6311 Central Ave. in the Portage Peach
Tree Mall and are open Tuesday through Friday from 9
a.m.-5 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Earlier and later
times are available only by appointment. For more
information or to start your pampering today, call 219762-3222.

Hair Razors’ owner Mary Jean Marvel and her staff are ready to
serve you.
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tickets

aholstein.chronicle@comcast.net
clothing

furniture

Ladies black leather coat with
hood & faux fur trim, size
medium. very nicel $50 obo
may leave message.
(219) 384-0465

appliances

Classified Deadline
Every Wednesday at 3pm

Amana 19 cu. ft. side by side
refrigerator with ice maker
$200. Westinhouse 8 cu. ft.
upright freezer $150.
(219) 771-3003
Whirlpool 20 cu. ft. upright
freezer, exc. conidition $75.
(219) 759-5264

cleaning services

storage for rent

Chapel Lawn Cemetery,
Schereville 2 Lots $2,500 for
both or make offer.
(219) 791-0424

coins

cabinets

miscellaneous
King/Queen
bedspread,
beige/mauve floral, reverses to
beige. includes shams $40.
(219) 242-1577

furniture

Humidifier. Roll about, capable
of dispersing up to 11 gallons
per 24 hrs. Used only 2 months.
$50.
(219) 929-1684

pets
Seal Point Siamese kittens.
Born 01/27/11. $50.
(219) 762-4521 or
(219) 510-2992

Get Your Ad in
Call A Professional
painter & redecorating

Hobart: Liberty School District.
Nice, newly refurbished 3 BR,
1
bath
ranch
home.
Appliances. Garage. Storage
bldg. C/A. Large fenced back
yard with deck and RV pad.
$910 month + security.
Syren Mgt.
(219) 762-5644

cemetery lots

Fisher-Price Jungle themed
baby Jumperoo. Used for only 3
months. Clean, fun! $45. Pack
and play with blue owl pattern
like new! $50. Brown blue owl
pattern highchair, adorable for
your baby boy $80.
(423) 748-8226

auto

Bike - Murray 12 Speed, Men’s
Black $80.
(219) 464-1223

apartment for rent

Tide. Pure, xtra thick 5 gallon
buckets of Tide or Gain. $40.
while supplies last
(219) 670-7000

handyman

house for rent

Girls summer clothing size 6/7
cute stuff $25 for box.
(219) 548-2704

CALL A PROFESSIONAL
cooling & heating

sporting goods

snowplowing

mobile homes

Sage
Homes
Mobile Homes
for rent starting
at $375. Ridge
Road,, 2 miles
East of I-65
Call Today!

962-1
1 183

MOBILE HOMES

Hobart–unfurnished
apartments near hospital and
schools. 1BR, $580. month,
2BR $695. month. Lease and
deposit required.
(219) 962-1774

HELP WANTED
Help Wanted
Deadline
Every Friday
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Canine Country Club
offers it all for canines

The Pet Resort:
The ultimate pet boarding facility

Canine Country Club, Porter County’s first off-leash dog park, opened
in November 2002. Teri and Bob Gray, life-long Valparaiso residents,
got the idea after visiting the Broadripple dog park in Indianapolis.
Teri and Bob converted a 5-acre farm field by planting grass and
trees and surrounding it with a 6-foot fence.
The park has separate areas for small and large dogs, as well as a
gazebo, porch and benches for people. Also at the Canine Country
Club is the “Clubhouse,” a large insulated building for popular dog
training classes specializing in things such as obedience, agility and
tricks, which are offered year-round regardless of the weather.
Valparaiso Kennel club holds its dog training classes there on
Wednesdays.
Memberships to Canine Country Club are available for
terms of one month to one year. Day passes are available
during office hours. All dogs are required to pre-register,
and must provide proof of vaccinations. All owners are
required to read and agree to the rules of the park.
Members may visit the park any time from 7 a.m. until dusk,
six days a week (closed Mondays), 52 weeks a year.
Bring your dogs and come sniff around at Canine Country Club, located at 3556
Sturdy Road in Valparaiso, for a dog-gone good time. For more information, call 219548-3604, or visit www.cccdogpark.com.

The Pet Resort, located at 307 E. 316 North on the east side of Valparaiso, was
originally established in 1998 to provide quality boarding for dogs and cats as well
as a wide range of other animals.
Over the course of the next seven years, The Pet Resort grew and ventually, the
clinic was relocated to East Port Center, while the Schaefer’s relocated The Pet
Resort to its current location near Washington Township School.
It is requested that interested parties call before visiting, but walk-in visits are
welcomed. When reservations are made, proof of all state-required shots is
necessary. The Pet Resort re-opened in the spring of 2006 as a full-service pet
boarding facility, and the Schaefer’s drew on their experience in pet care and
designed an efficient building.
The facility provides boarding for dogs of all sizes in accommodations that offer
indoor and outdoor combined runs using doggie doors. The dog accommodations
range in size from 4 feet by 6 feet, to 8 feet by 8 feet rooms for the indoor boarding.
The outdoor attached runs are 4 feet by 8 feet with concrete floors.
Plastic raised bedding platforms are provided along with blanketing materials that
are changed daily. A climate controlled environment is provided along with music.
Cat accommodations are in a separate room away from the dog boarding, with one
or two cats boarded comfortably in cat condos that are 2 feet by 3 feet and 4 feet tall.
Boarding is also provided for birds of all sizes, rabbits, guinea pigs, turtles and an
array of other various pets.
For more information on The Pet Resort, call 219-548-9888,
or visit www.thepetresort.org.

Canine Affinity
Does your pet have dry, itchy, flaky skin? A dull coat or excessive shedding? Plaque
or gum issues? Is your pet a finicky eater or overweight?
These are the most common problems in our pets, and the number one cause of
these problems stems from our pets’ food. Visit Canine Affinity to help solve these
issues and get advice from experienced staff on what best suits your canine or feline
pet.
Here at Canine Affinity, we pride ourselves in offering only the finest quality organic
pet foods and holistic pet supplements on the market today. We also offer a selfservice dog spa room, providing all-natural shampoo, dryer and towels. Our products
are hand selected by our expert staff to be eco-friendly and nature-appropriate USA
made and grown foods, along
with other high quality sources.
Say no to feeding your pets corn,
wheat, soy, and by-products. Your dog
and cat deserve the best; come
and see the difference the foods
and service make. Canine
Affinity serves everything from
toy breeds to agility and
working dogs. It’s “Where
Healthy Dogs Shop!” For more
information and hours, call 219-4407138, or visit www.canineaffinity.com.

Koventz Memorial
makes momuments
of memories
Kovenz Memorial opened its doors in 1937
in La Porte under the vision of Jake Kovenz.
A Hungarian immigrant who came to this
country with the skills he learned to help
families through a difficult time by
remembering and memorializing their loved ones. Our main focus has always been
engraving and personalizing headstones.
Kovenz Memorial opened in Valparaiso in January 2010, making three locations; the
original in LaPorte, Michigan City Monuments and Valparaiso, at 2404 Roosevelt
Road. Kovenz Memoirals had been wanting to expand the customer base and start
working with families in Porter and Lake County. As the Valparaiso area didn’t have a
business completely devoted to crafting memorials, Kovenz Memorial thought it would
be a great place to set up shop.
Kovenz Memorial’s business practice is monuments are our business … not a
sideline. We work with the customer one-on-one to get a one-of-a-kind memorial,
duplicate an existing monument to match a family member or a beloved pet and
everything and anything they need. There are hundreds of colors and design options.
The possibilities are endless; if you can dream it…we can make a memorial for your
loved ones and beloved pets.

International Pooper Scooper
Week April 1-7
7
The Association of Professional
Animal Waste Specialists, by a group
of Pooper-Scoopers who believe that
every dog should have its day. In
recognition of a growing problem in
our communities, aPaws has
established a special week of
educating pet owners on the
importance of cleaning up after their
dogs. For more infoamation about
aPaws, write to them at aPaws, PO Box
2325, Santa Clarita, CA. 91386-2325,
send them an e-mail at info@apaws.org,
or visit www.apaws.org.
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Woof…Luxury Unleashed
Woof…Luxury Unleashed just celebrated its second year in the Downtown
Valparaiso District. As a full service grooming salon, they groom everything from
Chihuahua’s to Mastiffs and Persians to Main Coons. Yes, they do groom cats – with
Thursday’s dedicated to the feisty felines.
Owner, Rae Anne Lampman graduated in 2008 from the Great Lakes Academy of
Pet Styling and is also a member of the National Cat Groomers Institute of America.
Lisa Buck has been grooming dogs for more than 10 years and has owned her own
salon.
Included in Woof’s full service package is shampoo, conditioner, hand blow dry, ear
and eye cleaning, nail cutting and filing and of course a haircut catered to the owner’s
preference. They also offer extra services such as tooth brushing, shed-less and flea
treatments. Nail trims are also available on a walk-in basis.
Both dogs and cats should be groomed on a regular basis to promote good health
and to keep your pet happy. Woof…Luxury Unleashed is located at 110 E. Lincolnway
in downtown Valparaiso. For more information, call 219-548-9663.

Here’s the scoop –
Never touch dog poop again
Yard Doodles. Even saying the words is funny, but it is the true name of Charles
Lewis’ company.
With the amusing motto of “Your pet’s business is our business,” the pet waste
removal service opened in April of 2009. It is a local family-owned and operated
company specializing in professional, personal service. Its mission is to keep your
property doodle free for the health of your pet and your family, while protecting the
environment against contamination.
Lewis “stepped” into the entrepreneurial opportunity when his mother broke her hip
and was unable to take their family dog out. So Lewis would swing by and take care of
business.
“That is when the light bulb went off. I thought this could be beneficial to a variety of
people. I began my research and found that there were many successful businesses
operating a pooper scooper business,” he said.
Education is a key component in getting new business, since the service provides
more than just a convenience for its customers who are thrilled about not having to
handle a dog’s daily deposits of doodoo. A pile of doodle can take a year or more to
fully breakdown and besides maintaining a clean, healthy lawn appearance, there are
environmental reasons to scoop your dog’s poop.
That’s why Lewis provides clients with an education about the dangers of pet waste:
You should not use it as a fertilizer or just let is dissolve in your yard. Articles
published by the Environmental Protection Agency show that pet waste is a major
contaminate to our ground water. Pet waste also harbors parasites and diseases.
When left in the yard it has the potential to spread on to humans and your pets.
Yard Doodles offers a variety of one-time, weekly and twice-weekly rates. So far,
Yard Doodles serves La Porte, Westville, Valparaiso, Chesterton, Beverly Shores,
Ogden Dunes, Dune Acres, Long Beach, Michigan City, New Carlisle, and New
Buffalo, Mich.
For more information, contact Lewis at 219-331-1799, or at
charles@yarddoodles.com, or visit www.yarddoodles.com.
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Pet Haven: Serving the
community since 1976
Since 1976, Sylvia Moore and her staff have been serving their customers and
community at Pet Haven Pet Shop, located at 19 W. along U.S. Highway 6 in
Valparaiso. The business is a full-line pet shop with grooming and boarding, carrying
pet products for all your needs. The upper level of the pet shop is home to birds,
small animals, and reptiles.
Some of the pets raised at the shop are cockatiels, parakeets, and bearded
dragons. Pet Haven has many items for these pets, as well as for dogs and cats.
Whether you are looking for a playhouse for your ferret or food for your lizard, you
can find it at Pet Haven. The staff is here to answer your questions and help you find
the best pet and products for you and your family.
The lower portion of Pet Haven is home to the fish department that includes
saltwater and tropical fish. A vast array of fish and supplies are available. Also, Pet
Haven can help you with your pond needs as well.
Pet Haven carries a variety of dry and frozen fish foods. The staff can assist you in
your fish tank purchase, and they will continue to help you to care for your tank and
fish. If you would like to have someone set-up your tank or provide maintenance, just
talk to Ken Moore about the various services offered.
Pet Haven recently launched its new Web site: www.pethavenpetshop.com. You will
find information on the products and services offered, as well as coupons and
monthly specials. Make sure to visit the “Contact Us” page to sign up for the Pet
Haven E-mail List. Register by April 30 to be entered in a drawing for a Pet Haven gift
certificate (no purchase necessary to enter). For more information, stop in to visit the
store, call 219-464-4634 to make a grooming or boarding appointment for your dog,
or visit www.pethavenpetshop.com.

North Central Veterinary
Emergency Center
North Central Veterinary Emergency Center, located on the campus of Purdue North
Central at 1645 South U.S. Highway 421 in Westville announced that as of March 25 it
will be open 24hours, seven days a week for emergency care.
NCVEC’s state-of-the-art facility opened in 2003 and includes: critical care treatment
and monitoring, modern surgical suites and in-house laboratory. The new hours
enable NCVEC to provide the highest-quality and most efficient care possible for pets.
NCVEC is supported by a superior network of member and referring veterinarians in
Northwest Indiana and Southwest Michigan.
NCVEC presently has four full-time Emergency Veterinarians and a highly trained
support staff providing emergency care during critical times of need. NCVEC also has
a Board Certified Ophthalmologist available.
At NCVEC, we recognize the bond that exists between you and your pets. Our goal
is to care for your pets with the same compassion and care we would give our own
pets. We do not provide any routine health care services such as vaccinations,
grooming, boarding, or prescription diets. Rather we work as an extension to your
primary veterinarian to provide emergency care during times when they are
unavailable.
With extended hours of operation, there are future plans to add Veterinary
Specialists. For more information, call NCVEC at 219-785-7300, or visit
www.ncvec.pnc.edu.
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monday, april 11th

ongoing
Portage Spring Programs

Jazz Fest

Portage Youth Services is now accepting registration for spring
programs. Programs include Mother Goose, Wiggles and
Giggles, Story Time & Toddler Time, Teen Thing and chess. For
more information about programs, call 763-6149, or visit
www.pcpls.lib.in.us.

Valparaiso University’s Jazz Fest, the Midwest’s largest noncompetitive weeklong jazz event, runs today through April 16.
Concerts today and tomorrow featuring high school bands start
at 6:30 p.m. and are free to the public. For more information
about subsequent shows, call 464-5000, or visit www.valpo.edu.

Market Vendors

tuesday, april 12th

The Portage Park Department is now accepting vendor
applications for the Portage Community Market, which will
operate on Saturdays beginning June 4 until Oct. 1 from 8 a.m.-1
p.m. at Founders Square. For more information or an
application, call 762-1675, or visit www.ci.portage.in.us/parks.

Housing Opportunities

Fish, Music, Bingo

VFW Post 9323, located on Central Avenue in Lake Station,
hosts fish fry every Friday from 4-8 p.m. and karaoke every
second and fourth Friday starting at 8 p.m. They also host bingo
Wednesdays. Early bird at 6 p.m., regular bingo at 7 p.m. Setups are $17. For more information, call 962-3522.

American Legion Post 94

At the corner of Washington and Monroe, Valparaiso, offers
lunch, every Monday-Wednesday-Friday 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and the
world-famous tacos on Tuesday on Thursday, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Bingo every Friday, early bird at 6:30 p.m., regular games at 7
p.m. For more information, call 462-4452.

friday, april 8th
Dance

Hobart Elks, located at 3580 W. 61st Ave. in Hobart will have a
dance with the DJ playing music for all ages from 7:30-11 p.m.
Admission is $5. Come dance and make new friends, For more
information, contact Ted at 545-2036.

Portage Boys & Girls Club
receives donation
Bruce Brown, store manager of the new O’Reilly Auto
Parts in Portage, presented a $200 donation to the
Portage Boys & Girls Club in support of their programs
and services. Andy Davis, program director for the
Portage club accepted the check at the recent grand
opening event for the auto parts store. Boys & Girls Club
of Porter County provides children ages 5 to 18 with
quality programming and operates facilities in
Valparaiso, South Haven, Duneland and Portage. For
more information or to make a donation, contact your
local Club, call 219-464-7282, or visit www.bgcpoco.org.

Symphony

Join the Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra and Music
Director/Conductor Kirk Muspratt for “Carmina Burana” at 7:30
p.m. at The Auditorium at Bethel Church, located at 10202
Broadway in Crown Point. Tickets are $20-$60, student tickets
are $10. For more information, call 836-0525.

Chef Ryan Smith will demonstrate recipes in fun and interactive
demonstrations from 2-2:30 p.m. at St. Mary Medical Center in
Hobart. Program is free, but registration is required by calling
836-3477, or visit www.comhs.org.

Brookdale Sterling House of Valparaiso will host a breakfast with
the Easter Bunny from 9-10:30 a.m. The
Easter Bunny will visit from 9:3010:30 a.m. A $5 donation
will be collected for
the breakfast. All
proceeds
benefit the
Alzheimer’s
Association. For more information,
call 548-2230.

Acupuncture

An acupuncturist introduces acupuncture and how it functions as
a means for healing the body from 10-11 a.m. at the Community
Hospital Fitness Pointe, 9950 Calumet Ave. in Munster. Program
is free, but registration is required by calling 836-3477, or visit
www.comhs.org.

Human Resource

Blood Drive

Portage First United Methodist
Church, 2637 McCool Road,
will be hosting a pancake
breakfast with the Easter
Bunny from 9-10:30 a.m.
Adults are $5, children
11 and under are $3.
For more information,
call 762-3846.

Reaching for the Stars

Former astronaut Wendy
Lawrence will share her
experiences and insight,
gained after four Space Shuttle
flights and life on the space station Mir at
Holiday Star Plaza Theatre in Merrillville
from 4-8 p.m. Tickets are $200, only 100 will
be sold. For more information, call 800-745-3000.

Cooking Demos

Easter Breakfast

Pancake Breakfast

PATH Events

A Positive Approach to Teen Health is
hosting the seminar “American Teens in
Crisis VII Women & Girls At Risk” at
Strongbow Inn in Valparaiso from 8 a.m.4:30 p.m. They will also host
“Breakdown the Lies, a faith-based
youth rally, at Laurel Church in
Merrillville from 7-9 p.m. For
more information, call 5488783.

wednesday, april 13th

saturday, april 9th

The American Red Cross is having
a blood drive from 8:30 a.m.-1:30
p.m. at Union Fire and Rescue,
located at 267 North 600 West in
Valparaiso. For more information, call
800-733-2767.

Housing Opportunities is pleased to announce
the location of their new Michigan City office,
located at 406 Franklin St. in Michigan City.
They will have an open house from 4-6 p.m.
to celebrate the grand opening. Ribbon
cutting will take place just before 4 p.m. For
more information, call 548-2800.

Hebron National Junior Honor
Society searches for a cause
In conjunction with Hebron Middle School’s National
Junior Honor Society’s Make-A-Difference Day, they
planned a scavenger hunt to collect items for The
Caring Place. NJHS members signed up to go around
to their neighborhoods with a list of items that The
Caring Place needed and ask their neighbors for items
off of the list. Even with low temperatures, wind and
rain, the students stayed tough and collected bags and
boxes of food, paper products, and household
necessities for The Caring Place in a short period of
time. Pictured are two members of Hebron Middle
School’s NJHS with Mary Beth Schultz, executive
director of The Caring Place.

The Northwest Indiana Society of Human Resource Management
will hold its 13th annual conference on at the Avalon Manor in
Merrillville from 7:30am–4 p.m. For more information and to
register, visit www.shrmnwi.org.

friday, april 15th
Daddy/Daughter Dance

Hobart Tri-Kappa hosts the annual “Diamonds and Daddies Are a
Girl’s Best Friend” Daddy/ Daughter Dance at Ambassador
Banquets in Hobart. Buffet dinner, soda and dessert bar, and
dancing included. Cost is $15 per person and includes a 5x7
formal photo per couple. For more information, call 942-5774.

Come Together

Housing Opportunities will salute The Beatles featuring Northwest
Indiana’s own Crawpuppies at County Line Orchard in Hobart
starting at 7 p.m. Tickets are $15; kids 12 and under are $5.
There will be raffle items available; food for purchase, and a cash
bar. For more information, call 548-2800.

email your events to editorial@chroniclenwi.com - remember: 219 area code unless otherwise noted

