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South Haven Boys &
Girls Club Honoree
by Mike Siroky
When Robin Fraley walked into the
Boys & Girls Club of South Haven,
she never guessed she was entering
the place that would become a
refuge. In return, the club never
could have imagined the impact she
would have there. Fraley is this
year’s Member of the Year for South
Haven’s club. The 18-year-old from
Portage High School is not one to
talk herself up. But her actions have
led others to do so.
“They give you an opportunity
here,” she said. “They help you with
problems.” After her mom passed
way, Robin moved in with her older
sister, Charity Powell and her
children, as well as a grandmother.
She has chores to do at home and
she helps out in every way possible.

- see page 4

Great things for spring
and summer
by Matt Pera
The weather is finally starting to
warm up. The snow has melted
(hopefully) for good, and buds are
starting to pop on branches.
With spring finally here, and
summer approaching soon after,
Porter County Parks and Recreation
is working hard to make sure the
area’s residents and visitors will
have plenty of fun things to do.
Two of our biggest undertakings
during the next few months will be
our annual Spring Out to Sunset
Event and our summer camp –
Camp Funset.

- see page 10

‘All Aboard’
A fun, local historical Bed and Breakfast
getaway to visit
by Casey Rees
When Riley’s Railhouse opens its doors on
May 7, guests of the bed and breakfast will be
treated to a luxurious stay in a historical
building that has played a pivotal role in the
growth and development of Chesterton.
Keeping with the theme of the building, owners
Richard and Ann Riley have spent the last two
and a half years painstakingly restoring the
Chesterton freight depot to make it a
comfortable and nostalgic retreat to a time
when trains were the primary means of
transportation and commerce in the United
States.
Those who appreciate the account of the
railroad and its importance as a catalyst in
shaping our country will be drawn to Riley’s
Railhouse.
“If you are a railroad buff, then you will be
attracted to the history of this building,”
Richard Riley said. “With the advent of
highways and trucks, we forget what a
central role that freight stations
played. They were the center
economic driver in every small town
in America. Everything that moved,
moved out of a freight station.”
The assorted, train themed relics
decorating the bed and breakfast have

Riley’s Railhouse Bed and Breakfast in Chesterton recreates
a time when trains were the primary means of
transportation and commerce in the United States.

been accumulated over the past 20 years by the
Riley’s and many are fully functional. A time clock
recovered from the Pullman factory in Chicago
hangs on the wall next to the fireplace. The Pullman
factory was a manufacturer of railroad cars from the
mid-19th century through the early 20th century, and at
one point Robert Todd Lincoln, son of Abraham Lincoln,
was company president. It can still keep track of the comings
- continued on page 2

Local veterans always helping children
by Mike Siroky
Springtime.
New blooms signal the
annual regeneration of our
area. Folks are thinking of
gardens to be planted, the
summery weather just now
weeks away.
And Toys For Tots.
Of course, it’s always the season
for Toys for Tots. Oh, sure, the national program pops up on
our television screens round about Thanksgiving. And we all
remind ourselves that this year, we will help some child enjoy
Christmas by donating a new toy.
And we all are aware the Marines are the driving force in this
worthy endeavor. But it just doesn’t all come together at
Christmas.
In the Valparaiso area, the Dunes Leatherneck Detachment
1056 works the project all year. As you might expect, it is much
more than the main event. All the servicemen involved stress all
they do is “for the children” first, last and always.
Yet there is the undeniable spirit of camaraderie, the coming
together of those who served, the special bond that exists when
you earn the title of Marine. Jim Atkinson of Valparaiso is
intimately involved in the Toys for Tots campaign and all the
ancillary projects that spring forth, including Marines Helping
Marines.
Right now, for instance, the group is reaching out to all the
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latest veterans as they return from
deployments.
The Marine family continues to
grow. They want the newest
members to remember they are
honored and welcomed. Atkinson is
the accredited Veterans Service
Officer for the area, which means
he facilitates the answers for any
need of any veteran.
As Past Commandant of
Indiana Mike Leeper said, “We are veterans helping veterans.”
Atkinson said, “Everybody in our wing is either a former Marine
or associate members. And we do pretty much help families here
and there, not only in the Christmas season, October through the
middle of January.”
This past season, Toys for Tots affected 1,720 children, the best
effort to date, surpassing 2009 and 1,444 children helped.
“We do have active servicemen as well and that helps a great
deal,” Atkinson said. “But, overall, you get out of something what
you put into it.”
As the economy has hit a rough patch these past few years, the
Dunes Leatherneck Detachment has received more rather than
less. It seems working families realize they may still be able to
show a kindness to their hometowns and do so through Toys for
Tots.
“We are astounded and so happy the general public is so
generous in the way they provide money and gifts,” Atkinson said.
- continued on page 9
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Chef Ryan Smith will demonstrate recipes in fun and interactive demonstrations
from 2-2:30 p.m. at St. Mary Medical Center in Hobart. Program is free, but
registration is required by calling 836-3477, or visit www.comhs.org.
The Hobart Middle School hosts its annual talent show at 7 p.m. The event is open
to the public; the theme is “Americana: A Solute to Service Men and Women.” Cost
is $4 for adults, $2 for seniors and $1 for students. All proceeds benefit Riley
Children’s Hospital. For more information, call 942-8541.
An acupuncturist introduces acupuncture and how it functions as a means for
healing the body from 10-11 a.m. at the Community Hospital Fitness Pointe, 9950
Calumet Ave. in Munster. Program is free, but registration is required by calling
836-3477, or visit www.comhs.org.
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‘All Aboard’ Riley’s Railhouse
- continued from page 1

and goings of the trains with a distinctive ring of its bell.
The original freight scale from the depot is also operational and
can still accurately weigh anything up to 6,000 pounds. These
historical remnants are not the only thing that would appeal to a
train enthusiast. Train spotters will find that it is an ideal location to
sit and watch the locomotives roll by.
“Our location is on the Norfolk Southern main lines, and these are
some of the busiest railroad lines in the entire continental United
States. Anything that travels from the northeast to the northwest has
to dip under the great lakes. And these are the tracks they do it on,”
Richard Riley said. “If you like trains, you can sit on the porch all
day long, sip Cokes and count the cars that go by.”
But train enthusiasts are not the only ones that will enjoy a stay at
Riley’s Railhouse. When the Riley’s planned out their business, they
were looking to create a unique destination for a couple or a family
with young children. A model railroad runs the entire perimeter of
the 30-foot by 60-foot main room, and a model train can be called
into service with a flick from a remote control.
“We want to be able to entertain kids. We want kids to be
comfortable in this environment,” Richard Riley said. “We wanted
this to be a different experience for people.”
The Railhouse is also a first-rate spot to celebrate a special
occasion or perhaps meet with business clients.
“In addition to the bed and breakfast, we have identified a real
need for small meeting rooms. Or a spot for small parties, wedding
showers, 25 to 30 person events. We like to cater
to that need, in addition to people who want to
stay here,” Richard Riley said.
During the lengthy process of turning the
freight depot into a cozy bed a breakfast, the
Riley’s have received a tremendous amount of
support from the town of

Chesterton and both sides are happy about
the project.
“The town is excited about having us here
and they have been very helpful,” Richard
Riley said. “Very good to work with. They
have worked with us from day one. It’s
been a good relationship. We want to be
part of this town, and we want to be a
positive contribution.”
When it is all said and done and
the freight station’s long road to
restoration is complete, Riley’s
Railhouse will have seven guest
rooms in all. Two inside with plans to put two boxcars and a
caboose on railroad tracks constructed along the south side of the
building to house the rest. An overnight stay with a signature, train
themed breakfast will run anywhere from $95 to $120.
Riley’s Railhouse bed and breakfast is located at 123 N. 4th St. in Chesterton.
For more information, call 219-395-9999, or visit www.rileysrailhouse.com.

The original freight scale from the
depot is also operational in Riley’s
Railhouse. It can still accurately weigh
anything up to 6,000 pounds.
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People in the news
Local social workers honored
for Lake County.
Social worker Richard Hayes of the Gary
This year’s National Professional Social
Community School Corporation was
Work Month theme, “Social Workers
honored on March 25 at Prompt in
Change Futures,” celebrates the many ways
Merrillville during a Social Work
professional social workers make a
Celebration. In celebration of National
difference for people
Professional Social Work Month, he was
every day.
recognized and awarded for
being an outstanding
leader and social
worker in his
services to
children and
their families in
Porter and
surrounding
counties.
Hayes’
impact over the
years is
immeasurable
as he has
worked tirelessly
serving children
in different
capacities. He has Social worker Richard Hayes of the Gary Community School Corporation and
Community Partner Sandy Appleby, director of Accreditation and Certification
served as coach for at Geminus Corporation, were honored during National Professional Social
Little League,
Work Month for their work with children and educating the community.
Biddy Basket and
bowling along
with other
Social Workers’ contributions strengthen
community volunteer activities. He is a true
communities, expand options, and foster
advocate for children having been a school
changes that improve life for everyone.
social worker for over 20 years in the Gary
Social Workers are needed in the fields of
school system. He deserves this tribute for
addictions, aging, and health care services.
his leadership and advocacy with children
Currently, there are more than 7,000
as he has come from the foster care
professionally licensed social workers in
system.
Indiana.
Community Partner Sandy Appleby,
According to the Bureau of Labor
director of Accreditation and Certification at
Statistics, employment for social workers
Geminus Corporation was also honored at
will increase by 16 percent through 2018,
the celebration for being an outstanding
making it one of the nations more inleader in services to the community and
demand professions.
social workers in Porter and surrounding
“Social workers improve the fabric of
counties.
society by often caring for those who have
Appleby has had a great impact over the
been left behind or those who have lost
years as she has worked fervently to
their voice,” Elizabeth Clark, executive
educate communities and social workers.
director of the National Association of
She serves as a leader for the Northwest
Social Workers, said. “They help people
Indiana Suicide Prevention Council and is a
from all walks of life find renewed hope for
member of the Lake County Domestic
the future.”
Violence Coalition. She also serves as a
member of the Disaster Awareness Team

Chesterton HS Show Choir
takes top award in California
After a successful
spring season of
performances and
competition events
throughout the Midwest,
the Chesterton High
School show choirs
saved the best for last.
Some, 72 students from
CHS’s Drifters,
Sandpipers, and Show
Choir Band traveled to
Southern California for a
performance tour of the
Los Angeles area. The
tour consisted of a wide
variety of opportunities
for student members to
learn about and
experience the musical
and artistic culture of one
Some 72 students from Chesterton High School’s show
of the largest centers of
choirs placed among the nation’s best in national
music and entertainment
competitions staged in California.
in the world.
Activities included
performances at the
participated, with Chesterton’s
Disneyland Resort, stops at two of
Sandpipers as the only group from
Southern California’s most pristine
outside the Southern California area.
beaches, touring the John P. Getty
When the evening awards were
Museum, touring the Hollywood area,
presented, the Chesterton Sandpipers
and participating in a major Southern
received awards for Best Musicianship
California show choir competition at
as well as Class AA Champions.
John Burroughs High School in
“This whole trip was a dream come
Burbank.
true, for us to take first against all the
While the trip was jam-packed with
awesome California groups we saw is
interesting activities, the competition
just amazing,” senior member Amber
day brought some of the most exciting
Robinson said. “We have had a
moments of all. Both Chesterton
fantastic year, and I can’t think of a
groups gave excellent performances,
better way to end our competition
and were greeted by enthusiastic
season than with a major win like this.”
applause from the local groups and
The CHS show choirs will now focus
show choir fans in the audience.
their attention on their upcoming
Following the afternoon performance
Spring Choral Concert and Spring
session, which featured the advanced
Revue performances. For more
single-gender competition, CHS’s
“Drifters” took the award for fifth place. information about the CHS Choral
Music program, visit
In the evening, the advanced mixed
www.chestertonchoirs.org, or call
choirs took the stage for the most
Christopher Brush at 219-983-3730,
competitive division of the
ext. 7148.
competition. A total of ten choirs

Mishawaka senior receives Top Young Scientist award

Glen Cook, Science Education Foundation of Indiana’s executive director, and Dr.
Robert Yost, executive director of Celebrate Science Indiana, stand with 2011 Top
Young Scientist Tim Trippel of Mishawaka and Dr.Tony Bennett.

While Indiana’s Butler Bulldogs prepared to compete in the Final Four of the NCAA basketball
tournament, Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony Bennett demonstrated his commitment to
elevate Indiana’s academic superstars to the level of our esteemed athletes. Bennett presented
Indiana’s 2011 Top Young Scientist with a $10,000 cash award, believed to be the largest award of its
kind nationwide.
Tim Trippel of Marian High School in Mishawaka was named this year’s Top Young Scientist at the
23rd Annual Hoosier Science and Engineering Fair held in Bloomington. Trippel received a trophy and
check for being judged the highest placing senior among the state’s top science and engineering
competitors. The cash award was sponsored by various businesses.
“Tim and students who competed today are the real heroes among their peers. They will be the
future leaders and thinkers of our nation,” Bennett said. “Just like his parents, teachers and
community, I’m incredibly proud of Tim’s work, and I know today’s achievement is just one of many
milestones in what is sure to be an outstanding college and professional career.”
Gov. Mitch Daniels established the award in 2009 as a part of his continued commitment to improve
Indiana education and to highlight the importance of science, technology, engineering and
mathematics. Nearly 22,000 students in grades 1-12 participated in a local science fair this academic
year. More than 3,700 of those students participated in regional science fairs, and the top 100
students in grades 9-12 earned a chance to compete at the Hoosier Science and Engineering Fair
hosted by the Science Education Foundation of Indiana.
Trippel’s project was titled Development of a Low-Cost Electroporator for High School and
Developing World Applications. He has also been selected as to participate in the Intel International
Science and Engineering Fair in Los Angeles, Calif. in May. His teacher is Ken Andrzejewski. Trippel
plans to attend Purdue University.
For more information on SEFI or Celebrating Science Indiana, visit www.sefi.org.
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Boys & Girls Club member exceeds expectations
hit Robin until a few days later about her mother’s passing: She was without
a mother and a father. She was reminded constantly of the “mother” word
whenever her niece, Sabrina, would call out for her mother (Charity),
When Robin Fraley walked into the Boys & Girls Club of South
Robin’s sister. Robin’s grades began to drop and she fell into a state of
Haven, she never guessed she was entering the place that would
depression.
become a refuge.
“Robin’s sister began to step up being there for her sister. She told
In return, the club never could have imagined the impact she
Robin that she knows how hard it is for them to lose their parents at
would have there.
such a young age, but that continuing to live life was very important.
Fraley is this year’s Member of the Year for South Haven’s club.
Robin developed several friendships before her father passed away, so
The 18-year-old from Portage High School is not one to talk
she still had some continued support well after her mother’s
herself up. But her actions have led others to do so.
passing.
“They give you an opportunity here,” she said. “They
“She is always trying to set a good example for her niece,
help you with problems.”
Sabrina, as Sabrina is much younger than her brothers,
After her mom passed way, Robin moved in with
Matt and Jeremy.”
her older sister, Charity Powell and her children, as
She had moved from Hebron in the first grade, to
well as a grandmother. She has chores to do at home
Valparaiso in the fifth grade and now to Portage.
and she helps out in every way possible.
For an outlet from school and home, she chose the
Fraley has a great appreciation of her older sister
Boys & Girls Club.
taking her in of giving her a place to stay. “She is a
“Most of the staff here are like family,” she observed.
nice, caring sister,” Fraley said.
She likes to volunteer at the front desk, taking on the
In nominating her for this annual award, the club
challenge of dealing with problems or requests
leaders said:
immediately. She has put in 744 volunteer hours in the
“When Robin was young, her parents got divorced
past 12 months.
after being married for 25 years. Her and her mother
“I also like Keystone (a teen student leadership group),”
lived with her grandmother soon afterwards.
Robin Fraley of the Boys & Girls Club of South Haven is not one to
she said. “We do community projects, like raking people’s
“Robin’s father passed away from a heart attack.
talk herself up. But her actions have led others to do so.
yards, or shoveling snow and
She was very close to him
bell-ringing for charities.”
and cherished the things
They also worked a coat drive
they would do together
for the Salvation Army.
whenever she visited him
Fraley has helped setup and
after he moved to Kentucky.
serve at a soup kitchen during
Robin and her mother
the holidays. The soup kitchen
moved into a trailer home.
was open to anyone who was
So, said the club leaders,
Robin Fraley, member of the year at the Boys & Girls Club of South Haven
hungry or needed a warm place
she developed a work ethic.
to stay, and the turnout was
“Robin helped out around
huge. The Keystone group was
the house while her mother,
highly praised for their efforts.
Pamela worked,” said the club leaders in her nomination. “After a year, while Robin
They also made pillows for the elderly in area care homes and spent time with those
was in eighth grade, she moved into a friend’s house because Pamela was having
residents, playing games, talking to them and cheering them up
trouble paying bills and also became very ill.
Fraley said she has learned to “be there” when someone is in need because of the
“Robin’s mother then was admitted to a hospital and Robin moved in with her sister,
way she was taken in and helped by the South Haven Boys & Girls Club.
Charity. Over the course of several months, Robin’s mother’s health declined further
The overall motive in all she does has been to give back to her hometown. She is
due to the doctors’ finding a brain tumor. The family did not have the best insurance
working to develop skills that will help her in college, which is her big life goal right now.
plan due to it being too expensive, so the doctors did the best they could to help
She is in Portage High School’s Honors Program. As with many other facets of her
alleviate Pamela’s suffering.
“In March of the following year, Robin and some of her family members were in Ohio life, she credits the leaders at her Boys & Girls Club with helping her develop a focus
on school and getting good grades.
when her mother passed away.”
The club leaders, who selected Fraley for the annual honor, said she goes “above
The loss of a second parent hit her hard.
and beyond” what they expect from their teen volunteers.
“Robin was not informed until they arrived back,” the club leaders added. “It didn’t
Her work with Teen Enterprise has been exceptional. That program gets young
people ready for the workforce, teaching interview and presentation skills, all leading
to a nine-week employment cycle.
It is a career-launcher.
Overall, Fraley said, “I have a motto that I believe strongly in and it is this: Don’t take
family for granted because one day they might not be there.
“I put that belief into my club, because it is like my extended family and it may not
be there forever.”
“When I graduate high school, I might have to leave the club behind. Hopefully I can
change that, for one day I would like to work for the Boys & Girls Club. I do not want
the club to become a memory of a place that I just only attended. I want the club to be
the place I am employed by or even continue to volunteer for after I hope to graduate
from college with a degree in nursing and work as a pediatric nurse.
For more information on the Boys & Girls Club of South Haven, 723 Longrun
Road, call 219-759-2565, or visit www.bgcpoco.org.

by Mike Siroky

“I also like Keystone (a teen student leadership group).
We do community projects, like raking people’s yards,
or shoveling snow and bell-rringing for charities.”
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Annual spring golf review
to change.
It is pretty hard to hit good golf
shots if you can’t hold on to the club.
If you follow golf at all, you have been
When checking your golf clubs, it
bombarded with
is a good time to
information about
think about
what you need for
whether
the upcoming golf
your set
season.
makeup
New grooves
satisfies
in your wedges,
your needs
club heads
as a player.
painted white,
Trouble
and adjustable
hitting a three
… well almost
wood?
anything. For the sake
“Now is the time to inventory those items you
Maybe it is
of your scores, I think
the club and
it is important to
never think you need, until you do. “
not you.
separate what you
Do you seem
need from what you
to hit many of your clubs the same distance? There
want.
are thousands of equipment options out there to help
Don’t get me wrong, there is nothing like the thrill
solve that problem.
of having something new.
There is an equipment match for every type of
But I want you to shoot lower scores; and painting
swing. It is a huge benefit to your golf scores to use
a golf club a certain color is not going to help that
the equipment that suits your style. Find a good
much.
instructor and club fitter to help you work out the
So what do we need to start the year?
First is the annual golf bag check. Clean everything problem.
Finally, as you do get outside and have a chance to
out of the bag. It is amazing how things collect.
play, start slow.
Now is the time to inventory those items you never
I don’t care what kind of physical shape you are in,
think you need, until you do. Gloves, golf balls, tees,
swinging a golf ball with the intent to do harm to the
first aid items, sunscreen, loose change or ball
markers, pain killers, and rain gear are a few possible ball is a different type of activity.
The last thing we want is for you to start the season
items.
with a muscle pull or soreness that ruins the first part
A staffer at the Swan Lake Academy even carries
of the season. Make sure you warm up before you
individual packets of lemonade mix in case of poorplay.
tasting water. Don’t skip the rain gear, even if you
Even if you can’t hit balls, try something to get the
never play in poor weather.
blood flowing before you start your round. You will
I wish I had a dollar for every time someone ripped
play better and feel better for it.
their shorts or pants while they were playing.
Regardless, be prepared. Nothing is more annoying
than not having something you need in the middle of
a round.
Bruce Rearick is director of instruction at
Next, check your golf clubs.
the United States Golf Academy at Swan
Are your grips in good shape? I’ll bet most of you
Lake Resort in Plymouth, IN. Reach
would benefit from replacing your old grips. Grips are
Rearick at brearick@swanlakeresort.com.
not meant to last the lifetime of your clubs. Some
wear faster than others, but if it has been more than
two seasons since you changed your grips, it is time

by Bruce Rearick
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Four-llegged food drive
The Kibble Kitchen Pet
Pantry Inc. is a not-for-profit
organization working to help
Porter County families keep
their pets despite the tough
economy. The pantry will
collect pet food and petrelated supplies for families
in need on April 16 from 9
a.m.-3 p.m. at various
locations in Portage,
Valparaiso and Chesterton.
Teams will collect all kinds
of sealed and unexpired pet
food for The Kibble Kitchen
Pet Pantry Inc. along with
any new pet toys, treats, and
cat litter.
“This project is a great
way to help those in need,
many of whom are newly in
need. I hope this project
helps raise awareness in our
community about the issues
the economy is causing for
people and their pets,”
Michelle Duca, executive
director of The Kibble
Kitchen said.
“We are responding to
that need because helping
provide free pet food will
help some people keep their
pets.”
The mission is to keep pet
owners suffering from
economic crisis from
relinquishing their pets by
providing pet food until the
owner is once again able to
afford to care for
their pet.
If you are
unable to make it
to one of the
designated
drop
locations
please

contact the Kibble Kitchen
by e-mail to arrange a pick
up or drop off of donations.
Monetary donations can be
mailed: The Kibble Kitchen
Pet Pantry, Inc. PO BOX
1013 Portage, IN. For more
information about The
Kibble Kitchen Pet Pantry,
visit
www.thekibblekitchen.com.
Collection Sites
• Kibble Kitchen’s Office;
5882 U.S. Highway 6
Portage Commons Plaza
(located in the last store
front by Texas Corral) 219734-6936; collection time 9
a.m.-3 p.m.
• Valparaiso Harley
Davidson; 1151 Morthland
Drive, Valparaiso; 219-4760944; collection time 9 a.m.3 p.m.
• The Cinnamon Tree Day
Spa; 505 Silhavy Road No.
800, Valparaiso; 219-5488383; collection time 9 a.m.3 p.m.
• Mel’s Detail Shop; 105
Brown Ave. Chesterton; 219921-0680; collection time 9
a.m.-3 p.m.
• Washington Township
Fire Department; 380 East
State Road 2, Valparaiso;
219-464-3015; collection
time f8-11 a.m.
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House tours at the Wolf Mansion
Da

tes of Tours of t
Someone called it the “secret
he Wolf Mansion
:
room” because it is accessed
April 29, April 30
, and May 1;
from a small room on the
Reservation req
second floor and is not
uired,
connected to the third floor
call 219-3
3
6
4
-8
8
1
02
main archive room. This “secret
T
i
m
e
s
:
1
0
a
.
m
. and 1 p.m.
room” is still under
Admission: $20
construction, so it is the only
per person.
room not included on the tour yet.
The cupola on the third floor provides a unique view, and, on a
clear day, one can see the Chicago skyline. The cupola rises about 40 feet above the
ground and is open to all
adventuresome visitors who are able
to ascend the small staircase to the
very top. It is structurally sound, so
as possible to the original design.
there is no danger in exploring up
As the tour progresses through the
there, once one has entered the
majestic rooms, Clement and Lynda
room. There is also a telescope if
talk about the life of Josephus and
anyone desires to expand their
Susan Wolf. It was in the first floor
vision.
bedroom – now the library – that
There are several informative
Susan breathed her last breath in
exhibits throughout the house. One
the year 1903.
concerns the Civil War and the
Although the house is termed a
famous battles of Gettysburg and
“modest” Victorian Italianate, the
Antietam. Another illustrates the work
grand scale pays tribute to
of the famous Sally Patchin, noted for
Josephus Wolf who at one time
both her civil service as well as her
owned 4,500 acres of land in the
lovely painted baskets. A few of her
surrounding area.
baskets will be on display in the
Lynda’s family carefully preserved
sewing/trunk room.
the 19th century heirlooms of the
And on the second floor there is a
previous generations of her family,
“Dickens” room, with a display of
which are now displayed
over 50 Department 56 Dickens
throughout the house. There are
Wolf Mansion was completed in 1875. It required the labor of 300 German
Lynda Khan will be hosting house
bricklayers and took three years to erect.
tours at the Wolf Mansion this month. houses and figurines. It is necessary
the quilts made by grandma Daisy,
to call in advance for reservations,
and a small trunk crafted by greatbecause attendance must be regulated so that everyone can
great-grandpa Calvin Owen. Oil
participate in the tour and hear the narrative as it progresses.
lamps from the old Owen homestead abound in many rooms, along with original
The Wolf Mansion is located at 453 W. 700 North in Valparaiso. For more
documents from the Civil War.
information, call 219-364-8102, or visit www.wolfmansion.net.
The house tour includes the rooms on the first floor, second floor and third floor.
There are actually two separate third floors, but one of them is still unfinished.
To start off spring in style, take a trip
back in time, back to the 19th century.
Clement and Lynda Khan will be
hosting house tours at the Wolf
Mansion this month. The house was
built in 1875 by Josephus Wolf for
his wife Susan Young Wolf. The
house itself required the labor of
300 German bricklayers and took
three years to complete.
The Wolf Mansion has been
restored and maintained as closely

Upcoming at the Portage
Community Historical Society:

On April 19 at 7 p.m. at the Portage Park District, 2100 Willowcreek Road,
Clement Khan will give a presentation concerning the progress of a book he is writing
about the Wolf Mansion, including background on some of the contributors.
The purpose is to find anyone who has anything to ass to the history of the Wolf Mansion.
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Living or Lived?
by Abigail Joseph
Look around … what do you see? How’s the sofa? Does it bring fond memories
of a life your living or a life you lived? My sofa is slightly curved and made of
beautiful coordinating fabrics and leather. The down pokes through cushions but
still hugs and keeps me safe when napped upon.
I love that sofa, but for some reason melancholy is the feeling when glancing
across the room. Memories I suppose. Recovered or sold, it begs me to change.
What about a favorite outfit? Are you holding onto the clothes or the memories?
For example, the clothes you were sporting when the news arrived of Betty,
second cousin twice removed on your father’s side, passing her drivers exam
after the third time, does not make for a memory and therefore saving the garb is
not justified.
In other words, if a child coming home from the hospital is involved in the
memory, okay, otherwise move it on out!
We all suffer of this attachment disease. For example, my favorite red Phillip
Lim 3.1 dress once gave me the memories of dear friends, laughter and love.
Since wearing it on a date (note to self, do not wear favorite clothes on dates) the
frock will
forever be a
reminder of an
extremely
gorgeous and
lovely man
from South
Africa – with an emotional equivalency and dating savvy of an eighth grade
school girl.
People pay attention, do not talk about your ex whomever on dates. I wanted to
channel Cher in “Moonstruck” and scream, “Snap out of it!” In which case would
have been followed by a slap across the face, or is that Naomi Campbell? Either
way, now it has to be donated or burned or saged … I’ll try the sage first. After all,
it is Phillip Lim.
Spring: intransitive verb; to be resilient. Spring: noun; a time or season of
growth or development.
Memories live within us, not in the inanimate
objects taking up space in our rooms and closets.
Why do we humanize and attach a ‘feeling’ to
something that cannot feel?
Little is more freeing than purging the remnants of
a life formerly lived. Stop with the ridiculous reasons
and pitch the dismal and glum hangers-on already. If
not, the more favorable and joyful will never knock at
the door.
As Havelock Ellis said, “All the art of living lies in a
fine mingling of letting go and holding on.”

Spring: intransitive verb; to be
resilient. Spring: noun; a time or
season of growth or development.

Abigail Joseph has been in the fashion industry for
more than a decade. Haute and Hattie Smith are
located at 2205 Roosevelt Road. They are open
Monday-Friday 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. and Saturday 10
a.m.-5 p.m. For more information or to ask a
question, e-mail abilgt@msn.com, or visit
www.hattiesmith.com
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Traminette
from another
point of view
by Howard Hewitt
Jim Pfeiffer’s Turtle Run winery
sits south of Interstate 64, just west
of Corydon, in southern Indiana. It
takes a little effort to find his nifty
tasting room, but the unusual blends
and his off-beat sense of humor makes
the drive worth the trouble.
Pfeiffer is a self-described blend-oholic. It should come as no surprise then
he has a different take on Indiana’s
Signature Grape – Traminette – than
many others. He tends to ask his own
questions and provide the answers.
“Traminette has been planted in
Indiana more than any other grape
variety the past few years,” Bruce
Bordelon of the Purdue Horticulture
Department, said. “Growers like the
performance in the vineyard and wineries
love the wine quality. Much more is likely to
be planted over the next few years as its
popularity with consumers rises. It will
likely be the most widely planted variety in
Indiana within the next five years.”
Traminette has no bigger fan, but Pfeiffer
makes his “signature Indiana wine” in a dry
style instead of the more-prominent sweet
versions.
“I tend to think this grape really delivers
as a dry wine grape,” he said. “First, the
balance of acids coming in from the
vineyard is flat out perfect. The total acids
are completely in line with the strength of
the acids, or PH. When that is aligned, you
can go dry, dry, dry. Additionally, and
uniquely, like many red wines, this wine
stays in balance and maintains its flavor
with higher alcohol.
“Folks who try our Traminette are very
pleasantly surprised to see a dry one on
the market. I get a lot of excitement from
Traminette fans who first taste ours. I see
the Traminette market growing, due to
Indiana pride as the state grape, and,
obviously due to the flavors, I think it was a
good decision to name this grape the
Indiana state grape, since it can perform in

a number
of different terroirs.”
Pfeiffer lauded Purdue’s efforts to
promote the grape. Most all Indiana

Howard’s Pick:
Turtle Run 2009 Traminette – I haven’t tasted
Pfeiffer’s 2009 yet, but I have had the 2008
several times. It sells for $12. It’s aged only in
stainless steel. His website describes the 2009
as generous lime, lemon, and a hint of
grapefruit. And, keep in mind it won’t be the
sweet Traminette you may have tried
elsewhere. The dry Turtle Run Traminette is my
favorite Indiana wine.

wineries were quick to jump on the
bandwagon.
“There are people who are ‘Traminette-ophiles’ who specifically want to try our
Traminette. This has been great. However,
there are folks who simply do not like the
flavors. So will Traminette take on the rage,
of say, a California Cabernet Sauvignon?
Definitely not. Will it have the broad,
universal appeal of say Merlot or
Chardonnay? Probably not either. Its
distinctive flavors tend to torque people
towards it or against it. Rarely do we hear,
‘Eh, it’s OK.’“

Howard Hewitt,
Crawfordsville, is a career
journalist who writes about
wine. Read his frequently
updated blog at
www.redforme.blogspot.com
.
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How to make the perfect pasta
Active-duty
military
receive free
admission
The courage, selflessness and
extraordinary physical and mental
talents of the U.S. military are on display
annually during the Indianapolis Air Show.
Because of the event’s strong ties to our
country’s protectors, event organizers hope to see
thousands of representatives of the Air Force,
Army, Coast Guard, Marine Corps and Navy in this
year’s crowd.
The Tom Wood Automotive Group 2011
Indianapolis Air Show is proud to announce that
active-duty members of the military with current
IDs will receive free admission to the May 13-15
charity event at Indianapolis Regional Airport
(formerly Mt. Comfort Airport).
“We’ve enjoyed a tremendous partnership
with the U.S. military over the years,” Bob
Duncan, chairman of the air show’s executive
committee, said. “This is one small way to show our
gratitude for all that they do to assist us in raising money for local
children’s charities.”
Headlining the 2011 Indianapolis Air Show will be the U.S. Navy’s
Blue Angels. One of the most sought-after jet teams in the world, the Blue Angels
will showcase the skills possessed by these amazing naval aviators, flying F-18
Hornets in thrilling aerial routines.
Along with the Blue Angels, numerous military and civilian performers will be
demonstrating outstanding feats in the sky. Jacquie Warda, a female pilot who
launched into the air show circuit at the age of 50, will be showing off her flair for
aerobatics, as well as conducting seminars on aerobatic flying. Dan Buchanan, who
was paralyzed in 1981, will be soaring above on a sailplane outfitted with fiery
special effects. The list of additional aerial performers includes: the Viper West F-16
Demonstration Team, Grayout Aerosports’ Billy Werth, Red Eagle Air Sports, the FM2 “Wildcat,” the 4FU “Corsair,” and the Wright B Flyer, which will take you back to
the age of the Wright Brothers.
Ticket prices for both the Saturday, May 14, and Sunday, May 15, performances
have been reduced by $5 compared to last year to $15 for adult admission and $5
for children ages 6-12. Attendees buying tickets through the air show’s Web site will
pay just $12 for an adult ticket, vs. $15 at the gate, and $4 for a child’s.
For more information or to purchase tickets, visit www.indyairshow.com.

Pasta is one of the staples of the
American diet, but it need not taste like a
staple.
“It is so much more than just grabbing a
jar of generic sauce at the store, boiling
some water and mixing it all up in a bowl,”
Dave Hirschkop, the namesake of the
Dave’s Gourmet line of sauces and veteran
pasta and sauce aficionado, said.
“There are subtle secrets in every step of
the process, from choosing the sauce,
boiling the water, and plating the

finished
meal that can take
an everyday dull meal and
turn it into a gourmet dining
experience.”
He should know. His sauces have been
named tops in the industry by the Sofi
Awards two years running, making him a
recognized expert in designing the perfect
bowl of pasta. His tips include:
• Choosing the Pasta — If you want a
great pasta experience, choose a variety of
pasta that receives the sauce and spices
well. Thinner more delicate shapes should
pair with lighter thinner sauces. Pick pasta
made from durum wheat and a slightly
rougher pasta or shaped pasta that holds
the sauce better.
• Choosing the Sauce – Good marinara
is made primarily from tomatoes, not
tomato paste. If your sauce ingredients list
paste, water or sugar as the first ingredient,
then you need to put the jar down slowly
and back away from it. Also, to keep your
pasta love life interesting, experiment with
different flavors of sauce such as tomato
cream, butternut or wild mushroom.
• Boiling the Pasta – Use plenty of water,

add salt to it, and never
put dry pasta in the water
until it has reached a
rolling boil. Stir
occasionally and, once the
pasta nears the minimum
cooking time on the package
start tasting it. Take the pasta out when it is
al dente or a little firm. The pasta will
continue to cook a little after you take it out.
• Plating the Pasta — When you strain
the pasta, do not run water over the pasta
unless you are making a
cold pasta salad. Make sure
to strain really well as
nobody likes watery pasta.
Place a ladle of sauce at
the bottom of your serving
bowl before dumping the
cooked pasta in. Then,
ladle generous amounts of
sauce into the bowl, and
toss the pasta so the sauce
is evenly distributed. Then
you can add extra sauce to
each plate according to your
dinner guests’ taste. You might want to
garnish each plate with some fresh basil or
even parsley. Freshly grated Parmesan or
Parmesan Reggiano is a great touch and
tasty.
“A great pasta meal is all about the
details and the creative flair,” Hirschkop
added. “If you take care to pay attention to
those details and put forth a tiny bit of extra
effort, every pasta meal at home can be a
gourmet meal you can be proud of.”
Dave’s Gourmet is the result of Dave
owning and managing a small restaurant
near the University of Maryland, which
taught him a lot about preparing food and
satisfying customers. He uses that
experience with Dave’s Gourmet, which
after 18 years has grown into a maker of
more than 70 award-winning gourmet food
products.
For more information about how to cook
the perfect pasta or Dave’s Gourmet line of
products, visit www.davesgourmet.com.
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Toys for Tots not just for holidays
- continued from page 1

“Children who do not have any other way to have Christmas are helped. Folks rise
to the occasion and help out, more so in the past two or three years when the
economy was bad. The need is so much greater but so are the donations.”
He said it comes down to the wire every holiday season.
“You can be very, very concerned,” Atkinson said. “But the last two or three weeks
people just give out of their hearts. They always have met the need.”
Dunes Leatherneck Detachment is an official organization, charted through the
Marines, to assure every donor is legitimate.
Atkinson said this year marks the first decade of being involved locally and, “We’ll
continue to do it as long as we can. Once someone doesn’t need our services, we just
ask they donate for someone else. They all do.”
The outreach to newly returning soldiers is indeed a nice side benefit of staying in
the public’s eye.
As the Veterans Service Officer, he wants to help any returning vet, if only to let
them know there are plenty of servicemen ready to just sit and listen and offer all the
help they need to get back where they want to be.
“We don’t do this for publicity, we do it for the children and anyone who
needs help,” Atkinson said.
Joe Baczynski is another member of the Dunes Leatherneck
Detachment.
“Yes, we’ve been the official Toys for Tots agent in Porter County for 10
years,” Baczynski said.
“When I was growing up, I had Christmas. Mom and dad weren’t the
richest, but they made sure we had Christmas under the tree.
“So, I thought, everybody gets that. With so many single parents … the kids
didn’t ask to be in this situation. What I think of is every child, all year ’round,
deserves Christmas.”
Baczynski said the group has gotten creative in
collecting funds. As an example, many of the
corporate-sponsored gold outings in Porter County
make bringing a new toy part of the tournament fee.
“And we collect ’em,” Baczynski said.
And, like Atkinson, he said they quietly work
whenever there is a need, not just at the holidays.
“We try to stay aware,” Baczynski said. “If
someone gets their house burned out in a fire,
we’ll ask what can we do to help. Clothes, toys,
whatever we can do.”
Like all the Marines involved in the Leatherneck
groups, Baczynski sees a simple credo: “I do it for the
kids,” he said.

Parents, guardians, schools, all
connect with the group and they assess
the situation.
“The little ones, that’s who we think
about,” he said. “We don’t do it for
recognition, but if talking about it helps
donations, we’ll talk.
“What I tell people is, ‘We’re always
here.’ Now, it may not always be me –
when I am gone, someone else will
take my place – but don’t hesitate to
use us.When you don’t need us,
then think of me the next time you see a box
and you put a toy in it.
“That’s the biggest thank-you we could ask for, knowing someone else’s
little boy or girl will have Christmas.”
Baczynski points out the national Marine Corps League consists of former active
duty and active duty Marines and also Fleet Marine Force medics, with the
associate members. He said the Vietnam Veterans of America are
almost all dual members of the league.
“We don’t lack for help every year when it is time for toy
distributions,” he said.
That flows from the Valparaiso Armory, the Saturday
preceding Christmas.
As an example of inspiration Baczynski has taken
from the children of the community, he cites the “young
lady” from a local Boys & Girls Club who won an art
contest. With the win came a monetary prize.
“In turn, she told her mom and dad she wanted to
buy toys with that money, not for herself, but to be
donated to Toys For Tots.
“Then there’s the little guy who, at his sixth birthday,
asked for unwrapped gifts for Toys for Tots. He was back
again this year – now he’s eight.”
“That’s showing the community what we do.”
Baczynski summed up his devotion to this project.
“We like to work hard. Most of us have worked hard all of
our life. But we want to work harder. So, if we get more we
can work harder.”
For more information on the work of the Porter County
Veterans Office, Dunes Leatherneck Detachment 1056 or the
Marine Corps League, call 219-465-3587, or visit
www.marinesofindiana.com.

To donate in person, call James Atkinson, (219) 462-0
0395 or visit a Toys R us or Babies R Us.
To donate via the Internet: www.toysfortots.org
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Porter County Parks and Recreation

Great things for Spring and Summer
by Matt Pera
The weather is finally
starting to warm up.
The snow has melted
(hopefully) for good,
and buds are
starting to pop
on branches.
With spring
finally here, and summer
approaching soon after, Porter
County Parks and Recreation is working
hard to make sure the area’s residents and visitors will
have plenty of fun things to do.
Two of our biggest undertakings during the next few months
will be our annual Spring Out to Sunset Event and our summer
camp – Camp Funset.

Spring Out to Sunset will take place at Sunset Hill Farm County Park on
Saturday, May 14. Family fun is the theme for this event, and a variety of
activities will be available.
You will be wowed by the mid-air maneuvers of the 180GO! stunt kite
team and you will have a blast watching the talented canines of the Indy
Dog and Disc Club showcase their best tricks. Of course, everyone is
welcome to bring their own kites and/or dogs to the event as well.
Other great attractions at Spring Out will be inflatable activities
where the kids can bounce to their hearts content, wagon rides
around the scenic park, a kite vendor where families can purchase and
fly their own kites, food vendors and the Porter County Animal Shelter.
The cost is just $5 per car. Sunset Hill Farm County Park is
located at 775 Meridian Road in Valparaiso, at the intersection of
U.S. 6 and Meridian Road. Spring Out really is a great way to
shake off the last remnants of winter and celebrate the fact

“That biggest compliment I
can hear from parents of
campers is their child went
home tired and happy
chatting about the day,”
-G
Gayle O’Connor, Porter County Parks
and Recreation Recreations Supervisor
that we’re headed into the best months of the year.
Camp Funset is another way we are making sure kids
have the chance to get outside and stay active during
the summer.
And fun will definitely be the key feature for our Camp
Funset programs this summer at Sunset Hill Farm
County Park.
Campers will spend each day hiking, singing, working
on arts and crafts, playing games and meeting special
guests. The camps are divided into two age groups –
Acorns (incoming first-graders to 8-year-olds) and
Sprouts (ages 9-12).
Porter County Parks and Recreation Programmer
Katie Rizer, head of Camp Funset, said she and her staff
kept the best features of past camps, while adding new
elements as well.
“It’s so exciting to see how Camp Funset is coming
together,” Rizer said. “We’ve taken what campers have
loved in the past and super-sized it with this year’s
camps. From movie making and nature programs to
daily hands-on science activities and crazy hiking
songs, we’re planning our best summer camp ever.”
The camps will run from June to August and feature
programs that foster a wide range of interests. One of
the more unique offerings will be a film camp, during
which campers will write, direct and act in a video all
about Sunset Hill Farm County Park.
Other camps will include a Nature Rangers Camp,
during which campers will get to examine a new facet of
the park – from the prairies and woodlands to the
wetlands and ponds. The Wilderness Camp will teach
the skills necessary to responsibly live outdoors, while
the Wilderness Campout will allow campers to put those
skills into action by spending a night under the stars at
Sunset Hill Campground.
A camp geared toward art projects, called the
Creative Kids Camp, will allow campers to explore
painting, molding, Decoupage and beads, among other
activities that will be available to our budding artists.
“That biggest compliment I can hear from parents of
campers is their child went home tired and happy
chatting about the day,” Porter County Parks and
Recreation Recreations Supervisor Gayle O’Connor
said. “The landscape of woodlands, prairies, and ponds
makes Sunset Hill Farm County Park an awesome place
for campers to experience fun, play, and adventure.”
For more information on Camp Funset, or to register,
contact Rizer at 219-465-5192, or at
krizer@porterco.org. You can also find the brochure and
print it out from our Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/pcparksandrec.

Matt Pera is the communications director
for Porter County Parks and Recreation.
He has a background in journalism and
public relations. He also has experience as
a freelance marketing consultant for
various businesses and organizations
throughout Northwest Indiana and
Chicago. For more information about
Porter County Parks and Recreation, call
219-465-3586, or e-mail
pcparks@porterco.org.
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HOBART YMCA
Camp of All Abilities

COMING IN MAY
Chesterton’s European Market

The Hobart Family YMCA, located at 601 West 40th Place, is taking registrations for
preschoolers with special needs for Preschool Camp of All Abilities. The Hobart YMCA
is collaborating with the Center for Possibilities Cerebral Palsy of Northwest Indiana to
offer this mini summer day camp for preschoolers ages 3-5. The main goal is to provide
a fun-filled camp while at the same time meeting the needs of all campers who attend.
The camp will meet from July 25 through Aug. 5, Monday through Friday, from 9-11:30
a.m. Included in the daily schedule will be games, crafts, gym time, outdoor time, music
and movement, free-play, story time, and snacks. Class size is limited so register soon
so your child can experience this fun-filled camp. The mission of the Hobart YMCA is to
put Christian principles into practice through programs that build healthy spirit, mind
and body for all. For more information, contact the Hobart YMCA at 942-2183 and ask
for Sharon. More information can also be found by visiting www.hobartymca.org or by
finding the group on Facebook.

BENEFIT, POKER RUN
Rebuilding Together Duneland
The seventh annual Party and Poker Run to benefit
Rebuilding Together Duneland is
scheduled for Sunday, April 17 at
Leroy’s “Hot Stuff” restaurant,
located at 333 West U.S. Highway
20 in Porter, rain or shine. All
vehicles are welcome to join in
the Poker Run. Sign-up is at 11
a.m. at Leroy’s. The last vehicle
will be out by 1 p.m. and the last
one in by 4 p.m. The benefit will
kick off with live music provided
by local musicians starting at 2:30
p.m. Performing will be Ronn
Barany & John Derado, C-4 Blues
Band, Funky Mojo Daddy, and the
Dashboard Divas. The food buffet starts at
4 p.m. and includes a Taco Bar, courtesy of Leroy’s “Hot Stuff,” and Hog
Roast, courtesy of Ruge Meats. Every person 21 and older is welcome and it is
not necessary to participate in the Poker Run to enjoy the party. Come for the music and
food and join us for a great cause and a good time all day. Donations are $10 per person
and 100 percent of the proceeds benefit Rebuilding Together Duneland. Rebuilding
Together is about bringing communities together. Volunteers, with the help of national
and local sponsors; as well as product and material donors, work together to ensure
that local homeowners, particularly the elderly, disabled and families with children live
in warmth, safety and independence. For more information, call 926-3233, or visit
www.rtduneland.org.

DIVERSE DONORS SOUGHT
Minority Health Awareness Month
Building a diverse blood supply is critical to
meeting the medical needs of an increasingly
diverse U.S. population. Donating blood during
April, which is Minority Health Awareness Month,
is one way to help. “Encouraging people of all
racial and ethnic backgrounds to become blood
donors is increasingly important in addressing
the unique health concerns of different
populations,” Sharyn Whitman, CEO for the
Indiana-Ohio Blood Services Region of the
American Red Cross, said. “Everyone,
regardless of their background, may depend
on blood for a medical emergency.” Recent
health data from the U.S. Office of Minority
Health reveals that the rates of cancer and
heart disease are higher among AfricanAmericans and Hispanics than other
populations. Treatment for both these health concerns
can involve the use of blood products. While
blood transfusions are typically based on
basic blood groups like A, B, AB and O,
medical teams may also consider
ethnicity when prescribing blood
products. Certain rare blood types are
unique to specific racial and ethnic
groups, and the possibility of
transfusion reactions decrease
when donors and recipients
share similar characteristics. That
is why, Red Cross officials stress it is important to build diversity among blood donors.
For instance, in the Red Cross coverage area of Ohio, Michigan and Indiana,
Caucasians comprise 84 percent of blood donors, while African-Americans and
Hispanics constitute just 6 percent. And although the majority of blood donors are
Caucasian, the U.S. Census reports that more than 40 percent of the U.S. population is
not. “Our goal is to have a safe, ample and diverse blood supply so patients and their
families have one less worry and can fully focus on getting well,” Whitman said. “We can
do that best when people of all backgrounds step forward to give the gift of life.” For
more information, call 800-733-2767, or visit www.redcrossblood.org.

The road construction taking place in downtown Chesterton will
not keep shoppers away from Chesterton’s European Market
this year, opening May 7 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Chesterton’s
European Market is open every consecutive Saturday
starting that day, however they are
closed for Oz Festival weekend Sept.
17. The market then reopens until the
last Saturday in October. The
musician for Opening Day this year is
the always show-stopping Sting Fever.
“Shoppers should not be discouraged by
road closures,” Tiffany Bley, market
director, said. “The Town of Chesterton
has done a great job displaying signage
for detours, and we plan to have a full,
flourishing group of vendors ready for
shoppers May 7.” Parking is available at
numerous locations throughout the town.
Lois Lane, which is located on East Indiana
Avenue behind the shops on Calumet, has
many parking spots available. Parking is also
available on West Indiana Avenue, the
Chesterton United Methodist Church on 2nd Street,
and of course the many side streets in the downtown
area. Chesterton’s European Market is currently
accepting vendor applications, which are available at
the Chamber office, 220 Broadway in Chesterton or online at
www.chestertonseuropeanmarket.com. The European Market and
Westchester Public Library are currently seeking volunteers with an interest in
anything medieval for this summer’s Medieval Faire set for July 9 in
coordination with the Market from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. This event is in cooperation
with the library children’s summer reading program “Dragon Days and
Summer Knights.” Vendors, presentations and performing acts that will help
bring medieval history to life are welcome. For more information or to volunteer
or take part in any way, contact Childrens’ Department Manager Merribeth
Paunicka at 926-7696, or contact Bley at 926-5513.

COMMUNICATION WEEK
Indiana University Northwest
The Indiana University Northwest Department of Communication and the Indiana
University Northwest Communication Association invite the community to a series of
free presentations in recognition of Communication Week, scheduled for April 11-16.
The events kicked off with student performance entitled, “Communication Means
Business” on April 12. Mark Spencer of the Westside Theater Guild presented “New
Media and Social Movement Communication” the same day with poet Kevin Joseph.
Students will present “Cultural Performance: Using Performance as a Communication
Research Method,” at 11:30 a.m., Thursday, April 14 in Marram Hall on the campus. At
5:30 p.m., students will present “Radio: Theater of the Mind” in the campus’ Hawthorn
Hall. Nine Indiana University Northwest public speaking students will present their views
on various social and cultural topics at the Spring Speech Forum from 10 a.m.-12 p.m.,
Saturday, April 16 in Raintree Hall. A panel of judges chosen from the university and the
community score the speeches and the top three students receive plaques. A reception
with refreshments will follow the speech forum. The campus and greater Northwest
Indiana community are invited to attend all Communication Week events. Indiana
University Northwest is located on Broadway Avenue in Gary. For more information,
contact the Department of Communication at 980-6781, or visit www.iun.edu.

YOUTH SPEAK OUT
Acronym, Essay and Video Contest
To hear 10-year-old Jason Chen of Alameda, Calif. tell it, the name calling word “dork”
no longer has any power to hurt someone since he turned it into the positive acronym:
Dynamic Outstanding Rad Kid. His creativeness won him the Hey U.G.L.Y. – Unique
Gifted Lovable You – acronym contest last year. 2011 marks the not-for-profit’s eighth
annual Acronym and Essay contests where students vie for $500 U.S. Saving Bond first
prizes. The Acronym Contest asks students to create positive acronyms for the words
Dork, Loser, Hate, Racism, or Stupid while the Essay Contest asks youth to share their
wisdom about “Why Having Positive Self-Esteem Can Stamp Out Bullying.” New to the
contest roster, by this leader in the field of bullying prevention, is a Video Contest asking
youth ages 7-19, to create a short film about why bullying is not cool. First prize for this
contest is a video camera package. The panel of judges who donate their time to judge
these important contests are of: Lisa Barron, freelance writer for People magazine;
Rieva Lesonsky, former editorial director of Entrepreneur magazine; Sharon Dettmer,
freelance writer for South Bend Tribune; Paul DeCeglie, writer for Pattaya Today; Rick
Erwin, adjunct professor at St. Mary’s College at Notre and director of the awardwinning film, “Things You Should Know Before Entering the Hospital;” Laurie Wink,
freelance journalist; and Jill Zimmerman Rutledge, a psychotherapist who has worked
with adolescents for more than 20 years and author of “Dealing With The Stuff That
Makes Life Tough.” The video contest will be judged by filmmakers. Hey U.G.L.Y., Inc. is
a not-for-profit organization dedicated to helping teens and “tweens” with self-esteem
and empathy-building programs to empower them to be part of the solution to societal
ills like bullying. The Hey U.G.L.Y. message has reached over 650,000 students through
their Empathy Learning Activity Plans, Web site, radio show and work with schools,
community organizations and youth development professionals. Deadline for
submissions for all three contests are May 31. For more information or rules and
regulations, visit www.contestandprizes.org.

SERVING PORTAGE, CHESTERTON, VALPARAISO and HOBART
Area codes are all 219 unless otherwise noted
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The hidden ingredient in
cosmetics: Animal cruelty
In laboratories all across America,
millions of animals are used for the
testing of cosmetic products, even
though the Food and Drug
Administration does not require it
and the rest of the world has pretty
much banned the practice.
According to statistics from the
American Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, more than
half of the 1.4 million animals counted by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture feel pain from the experiments performed
by cosmetic companies. What is worse is that none of those tests are necessary,
according to one expert.
“There is no regulation or law that requires cosmetic products to be tested
on animals,” Santosh Krinsky, CEO of Beauty Without
Cruelty, the very first cosmetics brand that eliminated
animal testing back in 1963, said.
“In fact, the European Union passed a ban on the use
of animals in cosmetics testing starting in 2009, and a
sales ban effective in 2013. Though the ban doesn’t
include all testing and ingredients, it’s clear that the EU
is serious about ending a practice they consider
‘medieval.’ Moreover, the tests actually are completely
unrevealing in terms of the effects of cosmetic
ingredients on humans. The only thing they tell us is
how much of a certain chemical it takes to kill a rabbit.”
Krinsky added that non-animal testing methods that
are more reliable and less expensive have been
developed, making animal testing a cruelly ridiculous
throwback to medieval times that exists only in America.
“A little while ago, they invented these things called
computers,” Krinsky said. “These devices can make use of
cell and skin tissue cultures, corneas from eye banks, and
simulated mathematical models. If we can map the human
genome, why do we need to pour chemicals in a dog’s eyes?”
The primary reason American companies cling to obsolete,
expensive, ineffective and cruel testing methods is one word:
money. Many companies do not want to undergo the initial
expense of changing their testing methods, even though the
new tests are cheaper in the long run, and certainly the
testing labs want to maintain their current contracts, Krinsky
added. However, in his mind, those concerns do not outweigh
Santosh Krinsky
the impact of the torture on the animals used for cosmetics
CEO of Beauty Without
testing.
Cruelty

“If people actually knew about
the tests involved, they might
insist on buying their cosmetics
from a cruelty-free brand,” he
added. “The tests performed
typically measure the levels
of skin irritancy, eye tissue
damage, and toxicity caused
by various substances used in
cosmetics. In the Draize test, caustic substances are placed in the eyes of conscious
rabbits to evaluate damage to sensitive eye tissues.
“This is extremely painful for the rabbits, who often scream when the
substances are applied and sometimes break their necks or backs trying to
escape the restraints.”
Krinsky thinks the primary trigger point that might change the minds of
cosmetics executives is falling sales.
“With the rest of the world essentially banning these practices, how is it
that America is the last
medieval man left standing
In 1963, Beauty Without Cruelty was founded in
against a landscape of
England by the trustees of BWC Charitable Trust,
cheaper, more effective
an animal welfare organization. Its goal was to
cruelty-free testing?” he
manufacture and distribute natural, color cosmetics
asked.
not tested on animals, without animal ingredients.
“The truth is that once
The driving force behind the project was Katherine
American consumers start
Long, a dedicated, life-long animal welfare activist,
demanding cosmetics that
a cosmetician, and a vegetarian. Together with Noel
Gabriel, Katherine developed the first, full line of
are cruelty-free, then and
cruelty-free color cosmetics.
only then will American
manufacturers stop
torturing animals in the
name of beauty.”
Santosh Krinsky has been in the natural products industry since 1974. During that
time, he has focused his efforts on using clean, natural ingredients and finding ways
for us to reduce waste and pollution. His goal has been to find effective products that
help people meet their personal care and cosmetics needs without harming animals in
the process.
He is the President of Lotus Light Enterprises, Inc., a wholesaler with more than
14,000 natural health and wellness products that supplies natural food stores
nationwide. He is also the President of Lotus Brands, Inc., the owner of natural
wellness brands such as Ancient Secrets Nasal Cleansing pot, Beauty Without Cruelty,
Eco-Dent Premium Oral Care, Light Mountain Natural Hair Color, Life Tree Household
Cleaning Products, and Nature’s Alchemy Essential Oils, among others.
For more information about animal cruelty in cosmetics or Beauty Without Cruelty
products, visit www.beautywithoutcruelty.com.
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legal notice
Pleasant Valley Mini Storage will be holding a sale to
enforce self storage lien for defualt of payment of rent.
The sale will run on Friday, April 15th at 9:30 am.
Tenants listed below must pay by this date:
Russell - Portage

aholstein.chronicle@comcast.net
furniture

CALL A PROFESSIONAL
cabinets

coins

Amana 19 cu. ft. side by side
refrigerator with ice maker
$200. Westinhouse 8 cu. ft.
upright freezer $150.
(219) 771-3003

clothing
Girl’s summer clothing size 6/7
cute stuff $25 for box.
(219) 548-2704

cooling & heating

cleaning services

tools

Seal Point Siamese kittens.
Born 01/27/11. $50.
(219) 762-4521 or
(219) 510-2992

Delta 10” compound miter saw.
used only 6 times, $100 firm.
(219) 242-3459

seasonal

Hobart -beautiful unfurnished
apartments near the hospital
and schools. Rent a 1BR for
$580. month, 2BR for $695.
month. Lease and deposit
required. For more information:
(219) 962-1774

15 Arborvitae evergreens 2’ to
5’. $2. per foot, you dig. Buy
some or buy all!
(219) 462-7305

appliances

Whirlpool 20 cu. ft. upright
freezer, exc. conidition $75.
(219) 759-5264

pets

sporting goods
miscellaneous
Tide. Pure, xtra thick 5 gallon
buckets of Tide or Gain. $40.
while supplies last
(219) 670-7000
Baby Jumperoo. $45.
(423) 748-8226

Bike - Murray 12 Speed, Men’s
Black $80.
(219) 464-1223

apartment for rent

Look here in
the Classifieds
for an
Apartment
rental or
storage rental!
apartment for rent

storage for rent

tools
Wood working tools for sale Call Don for more information.
(219) 763-4396

handyman

auto

trailer

House Cleaning
And
Care Giving!
Will take you to
your Dr. appt.
•Quality care
•Experienced
•Dependable!
Call 290-5
5796

MOBILE HOMES

painter & redecorating

classified word ads

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED
Sage
Homes

Mobile Homes
for rent starting
at $375. Ridge
Road, 2 miles
East of I-65
Call Today for
more info!
(219)

9 6 2 -1
1183
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Children’s Organ Transplant Association
A COTA family is celebrating
organ donors during April

“Claire is beyond a doubt a walking, talking, dancing,
a transplant. COTA gave us tremendous hope.”
singing, life-loving miracle girl. She continues to benefit
When Claire had finally gained enough weight to
receive a new kidney and liver, the Skinner family moved from the miracle of medicine and shows us all that even
post-transplant, she will keep walking in her miracle
to Rochester, Minn. and she was placed on the waiting
ways,” the Skinner’s said.
list. Then, 95 days later, “the call” that had been
Claire’s medical journey will continue for the rest of
anticipated since she was two months old finally came.
April is Donate Life Month. The Skinner family from
her life. Her first major
Claire received a new
Rochester, Minn. will undoubtedly be celebrating this
hurdle has been jumped
kidney, a new liver
month. Their lives have been forever changed because
The Skinners are forever grateful to the with brother Benson
and a second chance
of a family who chose to donate their child’s organs to
right beside her the
save little Claire’s life. And they wait to find out if another at life at the Mayo
family who gave their Claire the
entire way – holding her
Clinic. Her transplant
selfless act will be necessary to save their son’s life as
hand, being the first one
and recovery went
well.
ultimate gift – the gift of life.
to make her laugh and
well and she was
Jared and Natalie Skinner are very familiar with the
expressing more interest
dismissed from the
road to transplant. They both vividly remember Nov. 14,
than nearly anyone else about what’s going on with his
hospital two weeks later.
2007. The family was eating egg sandwiches and
sister.
Unfortunately, Benson was diagnosed with the same
Cheetos with their two-year-old son Benson while Claire,
The Skinners are forever grateful to the family who
illness. It is anticipated that Benson will also need a
who was two months old, sat in her bouncy seat. Just
gave Claire the ultimate gift – the gift of life. And they
kidney and liver transplant in the future. His disease has
the day before they had been to the pediatrician for
wait and wonder when Benson may need the same gift
Claire’s well-baby appointment, and were told everything not progressed as quickly as
from yet another family.
Claire’s, and the Skinners are
looked great except that she had not gained as much
COTA is a national charity that provides fundraising
weight as expected. Just to be sure, doctors drew blood. hopeful he will remain healthy
assistance to transplant families. Since 1986, COTA’s
for a period of time.
During their lunch, the phone rang and Claire’s doctor
priority is to assure that no child or young adult is
said, “Take Claire to the hospital now. Pack your
denied a transplant or excluded from a transplant
bags quickly. She is in kidney failure.”
Claire and Benson Skinner of Minnesota are
waiting list due to lack of funds. Of all funds raised in
Silence was coupled with disbelief. It was an
alive today thanks to transplants.
honor of transplant patients, 100 percent are used for
entirely unexpected lunchtime call.
transplant-related expenses.
The Skinners spent the next six weeks at The
For more information about organ donation or to find
Children’s Hospital in Aurora, Colo., but no one
a COTA family in your area, please e-mail
knew why Claire’s kidneys were not working. After
kim@cota.org.
initiating dialysis on the tiny infant, they discovered her
kidneys were full of oxalate crystals. Diagnosis? Primary
Hyperoxaluria – a rare genetic disease where the liver
produces too much oxalate and the kidneys fail because
they cannot handle the overload. Claire was one of the
To contact the
youngest people ever diagnosed with this disease.
Children’s Organ Transplant
Claire began peritoneal dialysis at two months of age,
which was performed by Jared and Natalie every night
Association in Indiana: write
while she slept. This soon proved to not be enough
dialysis for her disease. At 11 months of age she
2501 West COTA Drive,
began hemo dialysis at The Children’s Hospital, six
Bloomington, Indiana 47403;
days a week, three hours per day.
As the clock started ticking closer and closer
call (800) 366-2
2682,
to transplant, Jared and Natalie reached out to
the Children’s Organ Transplant Association
fax (812) 336-8
8885,
for help and assistance.
e-m
mail: cota@cota.org
According to Jared and Natalie, “There is so
much emotion and stress that accompanies
or visit www.cota.org.
receiving the news that your little one will need
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Local Earth Day happenings and history
La Lumination
La Lumiere School is holding an Earth Day
festival entitled “La Lumination” on April 16 from
2-7:30 p.m. The extravaganza aims to illuminate
the hearts and minds of people clutched by
ignorance as La Lumination is a festival based
upon environmentalism. The event will feature
local bands playing throughout the day,
students from La Lumiere and surrounding
schools will be presenting and selling artwork,
diverse local restaurants will be selling food,
and environmentalists will be giving educational
yet entertaining presentations. For more
information, call 219-210-9452, or visit
www.lalumination.org.
Environmental Family Fun
The Recycling and Waste Reduction District of
Porter County will present the sixth annual Earth
Day Celebration in
cooperation with many
generous supporters
from 10 a.m.-3
p.m.
Saturday,
April 16 at
Sunset Hill
Farm County Park
in Valparaiso.The
free event offers a
variety of exhibitors,
activities for children and
families, vendors and
entertainment to help Northwest Indiana
residents live a ‘greener’ life. This year’s event
also will feature the Duneland Family YMCA
Healthy Kids Day, offering parents and
caregivers some great resources to teach
healthful habits to children and inspire physical
activity for life.
Highlights this year will include the Recycle
Cycle for two family shows; Build-Your-Own
Birdhouse by Ducks Unlimited; the Recycling
Olympics; Z107.1 live broadcast: and plastic
bag exchange for reusable bags. For a complete
listing of Earth Day events and exhibitors, visit
the Recycling and Waste Reduction District of
Porter County’s website,
www.itmeanstheworld.org.
Compost sites to open
Two public compost sites will open for the
season on April 18, providing Porter County
residents with the opportunity to collect nutrient
rich material for their gardens and also drop off
yard waste to be composted or mulched. The
Valparaiso compost site, 2150 W. Lincolnway,
will begin regular hours from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Mondays through Fridays, and 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturdays. The Boone Grove compost site, 400
West 550 South, will open from 12-5 p.m.
Mondays and Fridays, and from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturdays.
Materials accepted at these compost sites
include organic yard waste, leaves, garden

clippings, household plants, brush, limbs, logs
and firewood. Grass is only accepted at the
Boone Grove compost site. No treated wood or
lumber is accepted at either site. Both sites also
accept old or unused electronics, compact
fluorescent light bulbs and batteries for proper
disposal. For more information about district
compost sites, visit www.itmeanstheworld.org.
Talk about ‘green’ issues
The School of Public and Environmental
Affairs at Indiana University Northwest invites
the campus community and general public for
an informal discussion about environmental
issues affecting Northwest Indiana on
Wednesday, April 20 at IUN at 11:30 a.m.
Attendees are invited bring their own lunch and
join SPEA for great networking opportunities
and free dessert.
Leading the discussion will be Dr. Lin Kaatz
Chary, who will discuss whether “green jobs”
exist and what types of jobs are “green jobs.”
With more than 25 years of experience in
environmental health issues, Chary is an expert
in the area of community development, labor
and the environment, with a focus on exposures
to toxic chemicals and Great Lakes policy. For
more information, contact SPEA at 219-9806695.
Community Shred Day
Opportunity Enterprises will partner with the
Valparaiso Rotary Club to celebrate Earth Day
with a Community Shred Event on Friday, April
22 from 9 a.m.–12 p.m. at the United Way of
Porter County, 951 Eastport Centre Drive in
Valparaiso. Community members may bring
their paper documents to be destroyed and
recycled for no cost by SecureShred, the
confidential data destruction division of
Opportunity Enterprises. The event is free and
open to the public, and no pre-registration is
required. For more information, contact
SecureShred at 219-464-9621 or visit
www.oppent.org.
Portage Clean-u
up
Celebrate Earth Day with Portage Township
Trustee’s Office as they “Team-Up 2 Clean-Up”
on Saturday, April 23 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at
Haven Hollow and Field of Dreams parks. The
Trustee’s Office is looking for volunteers to
clean up debris in the parks, clean ditches and
plant flowers. Volunteer check-in is from 9-9:45
a.m. and work day runs from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. A
volunteer appreciation cookout follows at 1 p.m.
at Haven Hollow Park.
Local businesses are encouraged to
participate in the workday in one of three ways:
by forming a team of workers and participate in
clean-up initiatives, by donating needed tools &
supplies (garden gloves, trash bags, rakes,
paint sprayers, shovels, flowers, etc.), or with a
monetary sponsorship donation to offset project
costs. Breakfast and cookout sponsors also
welcome. For more information, call 762-1623.

Earth Day:
The history of
a movement
Each year, Earth Day – April 22 –
marks the anniversary of what many
consider the birth of the modern
environmental movement in 1970.
Although mainstream America
remained oblivious to environmental concerns,
the stage had been set for change by the publication of
Rachel Carson’s New York Times bestseller “Silent Spring” in 1962. Up
until that moment, more than any other person, Carson raised public
awareness and concern for living organisms, the environment and public
health.
Earth Day 1970 capitalized on the emerging consciousness, channeling
the energy of the anti-war protest movement and putting environmental
concerns front and center.
The idea came to Earth Day founder Gaylord Nelson, then a U.S.
Senator from Wisconsin, after witnessing the ravages of the 1969 massive
oil spill in Santa Barbara, Calif. Inspired by the student anti-war
movement, he realized that if he could infuse that energy with an
emerging public consciousness about air and water pollution, it would
force environmental protection onto the national political agenda.
As a result, on April 22, 20 million Americans took to the streets, parks,
and auditoriums to demonstrate for a healthy, sustainable environment in
massive coast-to-coast rallies. Thousands of colleges and universities
organized protests against the deterioration of the environment. Groups
that had been
fighting against oil
spills, polluting
factories, toxic
dumps,
pesticides, the
loss of wilderness, and the extinction of wildlife
suddenly realized they shared common values.
The first Earth Day led to the creation of the
United States Environmental Protection Agency
and the passage of the Clean Air, Clean Water,
and Endangered Species Acts.
As 1990 approached, Earth Day went global,
mobilizing 200 million people in 141 countries and
lifting environmental issues onto the world stage.
Much like 1970, Earth Day 2010 came at a time of great
challenge for the environmental community. Climate change deniers, wellfunded oil lobbyists, a disinterested public, and a divided environmental
community all contributed to a strong narrative that overshadowed the
cause of progress and change. In spite of the challenge, for its 40th
anniversary, Earth Day Network reestablished Earth Day as a powerful
focal point around which people could demonstrate their commitment.
The fight for a clean environment continues in a climate of increasing
urgency, as the ravages of climate change become more manifest every
day. Be a part of Earth Day and help write many more victories and
successes into our history. Discover energy you didn’t even know you
had. Feel it rumble through the grassroots under your feet and the
technology at your fingertips. Channel it into building a clean, healthy,
diverse world for generations to come.
This information was provided by Earth Day Network. For more
information, visit www.earthday.org.

Mark your calendars:
Earth Day 2011 – April 22
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saturday, april 16th

ongoing
Volunteers needed

Elvis Tribute

Rebuilding Together Hobart Lake Station needs
volunteers to help out on their work day, Saturday
April 30. Skilled and unskilled volunteers are
welcome. For more information, call 947-5304,
or visit www.rthobartlakestation.org.

Elvis Tribute Artist Doug Church will be performing at Wheeler
High School, 587 W. 300 N.; Tickets are $10, $12 or $15. It is a
fundraiser for the drama department. For more information, call
Pat at 759-1442 or the school at 759-2561 ext.243.

Downsizing Workshop

Portage Youth Art

Pines Village Retirement Communities in Valparaiso is hosting a
free workshop, “Downsizing - It’s Never to Early to Start,” from
10-11:30 a.m. Seating is limited. For more information or
reservations, call Kathy Sheely at 465-9918.

The Portage Library invites area homeschooled students to display their art at the
library during the month of April. For more
information or to register, contact the Youth
Services Department at 763-6456.

Toastmasters

The Valparaiso Toastmasters Chapter, an
organization dedicated to helping people
develop their public speaking and
leadership skills, meets the first and
third Wednesdays of every month
from 7-8:30 p.m. at the
Valparaiso Public Library.
Guests are welcome. For more
information, call 548-9545.

thursday, april 14th
Educational Forum

“Empower Our Parents” will be presented from 5:30–8:30 p.m. at
the Village Park Enrichment Center at Banta in Valparaiso for
individuals who are facing the prospect of assisting their parents
through the journey of aging. Reservations requested. For more
information, call 462-1301.

Craft Show

Porter County Special Olympics
director visits exchange club
Two Porter County Athlete Leaders, Leanne
Bettenhausen and Brent Bowgren, have been selected
by the International Office to go to Vancouver, Canada,
to teach representatives from other states and countries
about the Athlete Leadership Program. Woycik said
Porter County has more athlete leaders than any other
county in Indiana. Woycik announced she will become
the sports director of the organization with Diane Havrilla
taking over as coordinator. Woycik also invited everyone
to attend the May 14 Spring Games at Valparaiso High
School and the July 2 Porter County Special Olympics
fundraiser at Sunset Hills Farm. For more information,
visit www.porcoso.org, or call the office at 465-1323.

LEGO club

South Haven Library offers this free afternoon program for
children in grades kindergarten though sixth from 1:30-2:30 p.m.
For more information, call 759-4474, or visit www.pcpls.lib.in.us.

Pediatric Screenings

Indiana University Health Wellness and Rehabilitation at La Porte
is offering free pediatric developmental screenings for children of
all ages from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at Founders’ Square in La Porte. For
more information or to schedule an appointment, call 325-4649.

sunday, april 17th
Rebuilding Together Duneland

The seventh annual Party and Poker Run to benefit Rebuilding
Together Duneland will take place at Leroy’s “Hot Stuff”
restaurant, 333 West U.S. Highway 20 in Porter, rain or shine. All
vehicles welcome. Sign-up is at 11 a.m. For more information,
call 926-3233.

Toddler Story Time

The Hobart Branch Library is hosting Toddler Story Time today
and April 28 at 10:15 or 11:15 a.m. Toddlers (ages 2 & 3 with a
caregiver) will hear stories, songs, finger plays, nursery rhymes,
and make a simple craft in this half-hour program. Reservations
required. For more information, call 942-2243.

monday, april 18th

friday, april 15th

Duneland Photography

Last day to register for the Duneland Photography Club’s Spring
Wildflower Workshop at Brincka-Cross Gardens on April 23 at 24 p.m. for anyone age 16 or older. Learn outdoor photography
techniques. Cost is $15 per person. For more information, call
the Park Department at 462-5144.

Daddy/Daughter Dance

Hobart Tri-Kappa hosts the annual “Diamonds and Daddies Are a
Girl’s Best Friend” Daddy/ Daughter Dance at Ambassador
Banquets in Hobart. Buffet dinner, soda and dessert bar, and
dancing included. Cost is $15 per person and includes a 5x7
formal photo per couple. For more information, call 942-5774.

tuesday, april 19th

Come Together

Housing Opportunities will salute The Beatles featuring Northwest
Indiana’s own Crawpuppies at County Line Orchard in Hobart
starting at 7 p.m. Tickets are $15; 12-under $5. There will be
raffle items available; food for purchase, and a cash bar. For
more information, call 548-2800.

The First Presbyterian Church of Portage, 6225 Lute Road, is
holding their Spring Blessings Craft Show from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Building is completely handicapped accessible. For more
information or to request an application, call 762-3848 or 7591548.

Silent Art Auction

Students learn how to prevent child
abuse in special presentation
On April 6, Trista Hudson and Kathy Cox, members of
Prevent Child Abuse Porter County, held a Shaken Baby
Syndrome Presentation for the students of Portage High
School’s Parenting and Child Development classes.
Hudson is a deputy prosecutor who handles child abuse
and neglect cases. “Whatever we can do to prevent the
abuse from occurring is worthwhile,” Hudson said.
Cox is a member of the Portage Exchange Club, which
also has as one of its main focuses the prevention of
child abuse.

Join Frontline Foundations for their fourth Annual Silent Art
Auction and Open House from 2-7 p.m. at their Chesterton office,
802 Wabash Ave. Items vary from one-of-a-kind paintings,
sculptures, drawings and even home décor. Event
is free to attend, RSVP is requested. For more
information, call 728-1638.

Tweens Draw

The Hobart Branch Library is hosting a program
for children ages 9-13 at 6 p.m. to come and
have fun drawing. Drawing books will be out as
well as cookies and lemonade. All
supplies will be provided but participants
can bring their own supplies. For more
information or to register, call 942-2243.

email your events to editorial@chroniclenwi.com - remember: 219 area code unless otherwise noted

