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5 Ways to Succeed
Athletic Recruitment
For student athletes and their
families, the decision to participate
in the college athletic recruitment
process can be very overwhelming,
and many are unsure of the first
steps to take or even how to get
started. On Oct. 13, award winning
sportscaster and NCSA Athletic
Recruiting educational speaker
Charlie Adams was at Wheeler
High School to share the
knowledge of what all student
athletes must do to ensure they
have a chance to pursue a
collegiate athletic career with the
popular NCSA Athletic Recruiting
seminar, “College Recruiting
Simplified.”
- see page 8

Don’t Let Social Media
be your Holiday Grinch
Social networking is growing and
a plethora of online and electronic
activity leaves us distracted and
vulnerable during the busy holiday
season. As Black Friday
approaches, historically one of the
busiest retail shopping days of the
year, a new security concern is the
level of information many
Americans will share with their
digital “friends.”
While savvy marketers are using
sites such as Facebook,
Foursquare, Twitter and others to
attract followers to their venues,
thousands of people are “friending”
virtual strangers and sharing
intimate details of their daily habits
including vacations and planned
shopping expeditions.
- see page 2

Keeping the Lights on for Children
Program celebrates 11 Years
of Afterschool Activities
by Rey Perez
The school bell just rang to signal the end of another school day.
Some parents are able to wait at the curb as the tikes come
flooding out of the front doors and home for some afternoon
adventures.
But what about the children whose parents are still hard at work?
Do those parents leave their children to wait for them until the work
day is finished?
They might have, if not for the programs the YMCA has put in
place to keep the “lights on after school” for the children.
On Thursday, Oct. 21, children, parents, educators and celebrities
will be doing their part in celebrating the 11th annual nation-wide
rally for after school programs. Ever since the Afterschool Alliance
organized its first Lights on Afterschool event back in the year 2000,
the program has increased in popularity and growth.
The Lights on Afterschool program is a day where groups across
the country celebrate and pledge their allegiance to keeping kids
safe and focused during the times when their parents are not
available. The importance for such a cause appears great, as over
7,500 events across the United States and U.S military bases
worldwide will rally up for after school programs.
Local organizations like the YMCA, Boys and Girls Clubs and 4-H
club all support and have organized after school programs to
encourage further learning and enrichment of children’s minds. The
Portage Township YMCA will be recognizing and celebrating this
nationwide event in their Y-care and K-Care programs.
The YMCA’s Y-care program was designed for children in grades
first through eighth enrolled in one of the six Portage Township
- continued on page 11

Some 75,000 posters are being sent to Lights on Afterschool event
sites all over the nation featuring art designed by Lavionna, a student
in the Harambee Afterschool Arts Program in Philadelphia, Pa.

Teachers Credit Union expands to better serve community
Teachers Credit Union opens
new Valparaiso Branch
Nearly 80 years ago, a small group of teachers pooled their
savings to lend to others in need of credit. From these
humble beginnings, Teachers Credit Union has grown to
become Indiana’s largest Credit Union with more than $2
billion in assets, and branches throughout Indiana and
Michigan. TCU not only offers traditional financial services to
its members, but non-traditional services such as Travel and
Insurance.
From lending financial support to its members, whether
they are longtime depositors – those who hold an “Honored
Role” in TCU membership – or “new” members enrolled in
our Treasure Chest Club for children age 12 and under, TCU
strives to provide the kind of financial support and services its
members need.
While financial service is an important part of contributing
to a community, TCU’s history shows a commitment to going
beyond this service and working to build a better community.
The newest step in continuing this commitment for TCU
came in the form of opening a new branch at 302 Silhavy
Road in Valparaiso.
“We chose the location for its proximity to many retail
locations, and for the high level of traffic traveling through,”
- continued on page 9
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Teachers Credit Union, established nearly 80 years ago, opened their newest
branch at 302 Silhavy Road in Valparaiso. Gene Novello, TCU’s regional vice
president said the location would provide the convenience TCU members
deserve. Pictured left to right: Becky Summers – vice president of marketing at
TCU; Jennifer Carter – branch manager; Gene Novello – regional vice president
of TCU; Paul Marsh – senior vice president of sales and marketing at TCU;
Roger Thornton – TCU Board of Directors; Rick Rice – president and CEO of
TCU; Matt Murphy – Valparaiso economic development director; Rex Richards –
President of the Valparaiso Chamber, and Tara Holloway – TCU director of
marketing.
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The school city of Hobart Educational Foundation is hosting the 12th annual “Taste
of Autumn” event at Avalon Manor in Merrillville from 5:30-8 p.m. Tickets are $30.
For more information or to purchase tickets, call 942-8885, or 942-2183.
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“Bowling Across America: 50 States in Rented Shoes” by Mike Walsh is this year’s
Books to Bridge the Region selection. For more information, www.lcplin.org, or call
769-3541, ext. 340 to register.

15

Classes instructed by the Department of Natural Resources, designed to help
prevent hunting accidents will take place at the Portage Yacht Club, today 6-9 p.m.,
and Saturday 9 a.m-5 p.m. For more information, call 762-1675, or visit
www.ci.portage.in.us.
South Haven Christian Church, located at 780 Juniper Rd in Valparaiso, will host
The Franz Family at 7 p.m. Refreshments will be offered afterwards. For more
information, call 759.2575, or e-mail shccoffice@gmail.com.
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Don’t let Social Media be your Holiday Grinch
Expert explains security tips
for staying safe online
by Lawrence Loesch
Social networking is growing and a plethora
of online and electronic activity leaves us
distracted and vulnerable during the busy
holiday season. As Black Friday approaches,
historically one of the busiest retail shopping
days of the year, a new security concern is the
level of information many Americans will
share with their digital “friends.”
While savvy marketers are using sites such
as Facebook, Foursquare, Twitter and others
to attract followers to their venues, thousands
of people are “friending” virtual strangers and
sharing intimate details of their daily habits
including vacations and planned shopping expeditions.
Digitally announcing plans could result in virtual “friends”
discovering the optimal time to break into your home or office.
As a former deputy chief for the New York City Police Department, and vice
president and general manager for AlliedBarton Security Services, America’s leading
physical security services firm, I believe it is important to be vigilant that our social
media actions do not create the opportunity for crime. I offer the following five tips to
ensure a safer shopping experience minus the arrival of the social media grinch:
- Be a “square” on Foursquare and Facebook
Foursquare is a location-based social networking Web site founded last year that
has surpassed over 3 million user registrations. Foursquare users “check-in” at
physical venues using a mobile Web site, text messaging or a device-specific
application. They are awarded points, and the user who visits a venue the most
frequently becomes its virtual “mayor.”
Finding out about new clubs or unique sales is exciting, but not at the expense of
personal safety. While it is tempting to gather as many “friends” as possible on sites
such as Foursquare and Facebook, be conservative about the friends you accept. If
you have never heard of someone who asks to “friend” you, decline. This virtual friend
could be a stalker, or a burglar. Telling strangers your schedule or location is
tantamount to leaving your home unlocked while away. You are making it easy to
become a victim.
- Do not walk or drive while texting
While the tragedy of driving and texting has received national attention, fewer
people are aware of the perils of walking and texting. Some people become so
preoccupied with e-mailing and text messaging on mobile devices that they cannot
make it down the block without crashing into other people or objects. Emergency
rooms are seeing more patients with injuries resulting from texting while walking or
driving, and distracted texters are far more vulnerable to being robbed. If you are
texting, focus on texting in a safe situation and stop other activities.

- Do not get personal online
Many social media enthusiasts divulge far too much
personal information online making it easier than ever to steal
another person’s identity and tap into their credit lines. Many
criminals can easily find names, birth dates, school and work
history, and even home and work addresses for anyone.
When identifying aspects of our lives are readily available
online, identity theft can rear its ugly head. Whether you
are connecting with friends or searching for gift ideas, be
selective about what you share.
- Do not be spoofed by phishers
Tis the season to be jolly for scam artists who send emails with links to fake sites where they solicit credit
card or other personal information. Spoof websites are
designed to mimic the look of the genuine site and
created to trick you into sharing your information. The
thief will generally e-mail a message – referred to as
phishing - saying that you won a prize, or additional information
is required.
Be careful when shopping online. E-mail is not a secure method of
transmitting personal information. Many phishers forge security icons so
think before you click and share. Never click on a link from a potential
spoof e-mail. Forward it to spam@uce.gov and to the company, bank or
organization being impersonated.
- Keep your cyber guard up
Internet criminals often extract personal information from social networking sites by
stealing passwords and by employing malware, which is malicious software that can
secretly access a computer system without the owner’s consent or knowledge. During
the busy holiday season, do not overlook the importance of standard maintenance.
Keep your cyber guard up by ensuring your operating system and antivirus software is
updated.
Social networking sites provide a wonderful opportunity to strengthen family and
community ties. But do not take the chance of making stalkers out of strangers by
“friending” people you do not know or creating an opportunity for theft by sharing too
much information. While criminals are most prolific during the holidays, effective
online safety requires a conscious awareness every day.

Lawrence F. Loesch is vice president and general manager for AlliedBarton
Security Services’ in the New York City region. Loesch served as a deputy chief
for the New York City Police Department. He has also held corporate security
positions for Credit Suisse First Boston and UBS/Paine Webber. He can be
reached by e-mail at Larry.Loesch@alliedbarton.com.
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Memorializing
the life of a Pet

Ways to help your local shelter

by Carl Kurek
Pets often develop into more than just an animal that families
choose to share their home with, they become members of the
family. In some cases they become a child’s brother or sister, and
often times they take on the role of the spoiled children all together.
That is why it is no surprise that some people treat them as a
member of the family even after they pass away.
“You want to celebrate their lives, be
thankful for the memories you had with
them,” Sally Burns of Burns Funeral
Home and Crematory said.
Burns Funeral Home and Crematory,
located at 10101 Broadway in Crown
Point, is also the site of Burns Pets
Remembered Pet Crematory and
Cemetery. Burns said in response to
many requests from the public, they
opened an extension of the funeral
home with an additional crematory
specific for animals and began offering
services for pets.
They also realize that the word “pet”
- Sally Burns,
refers to more than just dogs and cats,
Burns Funeral Home
and Crematory
especially in today’s society. That
being said, Burns will cremate all pets,
from those as small as mice, guinea pigs and ferrets, to snakes,
birds, goats and sometimes even horses.
If a pet is euthanized, their owners can make arrangements
through their vet to have their pet
cremated individually and have the
cremains returned to them as early as the
same day. Since the ashes are
environmentally friendly and sterile, owners
can do with them as they wish.
Some scatter them in a place that was a
favorite of the pet, others bury them and plant
a rose or tree over them. They can also be
scattered over the Burns Pet Cemetery.
Burns also offers the option of pet
funerals and burials. A formal burial can be
arranged basically the same way that one
would arrange for the burial of a human
member of the family. Funerals can be
arranged immediately after the death of a
pet, or they can be arranged far in
advance just as people sometime do.
Families can arrange for a funeral
service fully outfitted with a viewing,
visitation and a burial ceremony to
which they can invite friends or family to

“We’re all
going to
meet again
at that
rainbow
bridge”

-continued on page 10

You do not have to be an animal expert to help
out at your community’s shelter. You just need to
have the time and desire to lend a helping hand.
And it does not have to take up a lot of your time,
either. In fact, whatever you do for a living, you
are bound to have skills and talents that your
local shelter can use.
- Go to school – Dog school, that is. Grab a
handful of tasty treats, find a suitable canine and
get to class. Helping teach shelter dogs to sit,
stay, walk calmly on a leash or shake paws will
make them infinitely more adoptable.
- Get your shelter online – Can you give your
community’s homeless animals the “cybershelter”
advantage? This is a wonderful way for teens who
are not yet old enough to become volunteers to
get involved. They can take photos and write
descriptions of the animals with staff assistance,
and help keep the shelter’s online list of available
animals current. Animals’ photos and descriptions
can also be posted in public areas at work,
school and around town.
- Adopt ASPCA’s Meet Your Match – Ask your
shelter to adopt ASPCA’s Meet Your Match, a
program expertly designed to help adopters
select the right pet for them. The program’s
Adopter Survey and “Canine-ality,” “Puppy-ality”
or “Feline-ality” Assessment and fun color-coding
system fit together like the pieces of a puzzle,
creating picture-perfect adoptions for shelter
animals and their new owners.
- Let’s make it legal – Shelters always seem to
be in need of volunteers with professional legal
skills. Dixie Dixon, a corporate lawyer who joined
the board of the Pennsylvania SPCA, got started
by reviewing copyright notices of a video about
euthanasia, and she has since joined the Animal
Legal Defense Fund.
- Work it, baby – Designate a day for coworkers to donate spare change or pool their tips
for the benefit of the shelter. Make it an event and
publicize it with flyers and signs, and remind
everyone about the important work that the
shelter does. A restaurant might ask local
celebrities to volunteer as wait staff for the
evening with regular staff assisting. A hair salon
might time their event to coordinate with the
shelter’s “dog wash” benefit to promote wellgroomed pets and owners. Or your company, for
example, might sponsor a Saturday car wash.
- Cats up close and “Purrsonal” – You may
want to satisfy your need for feline contact by
spending time socializing with shelter cats. “Our
volunteers are dedicated to making the cats purr,”
explains Connie Barker, a volunteer with Friends
of San Clemente Animals in California. And based

on input from “feline socializers,” adoptions
counselors can make better placements.
- Do you have the write stuff? – Then write or
start a newsletter. It is a great way to keep
members, supporters, adopters and the public
informed about what the shelter does and what it
needs. If you are not so verbally inclined, you
might prefer the designing and publishing end of
it, or work on creating or updating the mailing list.
Be sure to include heartwarming stories and a
donation envelope.
- Throw a party – Organize an event for all your
friends, and donate the proceeds to the shelter.
Any kind of social event – a Super Bowl party, a
jazz brunch or a dog walk – is a great way to
make new friends and raise money. Each year as
the word gets out, more people are bound to
attend, and before you know it, and your group
will have a major fund-raising event.
- If you had a hammer – If you are handy, you
are hired. Shelters often rely on volunteers for
their maintenance and upgrade needs as well.
Modest projects might include a jungle-gym-style
cattery, complete with tree branches or carpeted
columns for climbing.
- The numbers game – Shelters on a shoestring
budget can reap enormous benefits from the
guidance of a caring accountant. To
operate smoothly, any not-forprofit must keep good
records, but if you add
animal control contracts
and the reports for state
and local departments,
it can all seem
overwhelming – except
to an accountant.
This information was
provided by the
American Society for
the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals
(ASPCA), the first
humane organization
in the Western
Hemisphere.
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On her 6th Anniversary in Heaven

Remembering you Janece is easy
As we do it every day
It’s the heartache of losing you
That will never go away.
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Simply Sara / Clarks Lapidary Jewelry
Join Us At SAWGRASS Market’s

KIDTOBERFEST
Sat., Oct 16th
Noon - 4pm

Free Games & Petting Zoo
for the Kids!
Food Will Be Available!

208 Elm Street, Valparaiso, IN 46383

Loving You and
Missing You Always,
Mom, Dad, Karissa, Madison
and granddaughter Makenzee

Music!

Handcrafted, Custom & Estate Jewelry
Jewelry & Gemstone Repair

Bring the whole family!

1505-2 Calumet Avenue
Chesterton, IN 46304
(Behind LOCAL FLAVORS)
Visit all the Vendors at SAWGRASS!
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North Central Veterinary Emergency Center

Pets come first at Tinibaybeez Dog Grooming

North Central Veterinary Emergency Center is celebrating eight
successful years of providing emergency services to the pets of
Northwestern Indiana and Southwestern Michigan.
The Emergency veterinarians and highly trained support staff ensure
emergency medical coverage evenings, weekends and holidays. The
center features emergency care for dogs, cats and other small animals,
a surgical suite to perform needed surgical procedures, intensive care
and in-hospital monitoring and a Board Certified Ophthalmologist
available by appointment.
In most cases of after-hours or weekend pet emergencies, a family veterinarian will
refer your pet to our facility. We work closely with your veterinarian to address your
pet’s emergency or critical care needs.
North Central Veterinary Emergency Center is proud to accept CareCredit, a thirdparty monthly payment option offered to our clients, pending financial approval.
CareCredit offers interest free payment options with no up-front costs, no pre-payment
penalties and no annual fees so you can keep your pet healthy and happy. Some
restrictions do apply.
For more information about CareCredit or to apply online, visit
www.carecredit.com/vetmed.
The hospital is located at 1645 South U.S. Highway 421 in Westville, adjacent to the
Purdue University North Central regional campus. For more information, call 219-7857300, or visit www.ncvec.pnc.edu.

Tinibaybeez Dog Grooming, located at 5960 Evergreen Ave. in Portage, offers
personalized attention for the pet you love. We are a full-service Dog Grooming Salon
welcoming all dogs, small and large.
We provide a low-stress home atmosphere, and pre-groom consultation with special
attention for puppies and older dogs.
We offer Furminator Shed-Less Treatments, pet photography, professional grooming
supplies, Lupine collars and leads, Greenies Dog Treats and more. Your dog will enjoy
a double bath including coat conditioning and a hand blow drying while receiving a
thorough hand brushing and gentle de-matting. Their nails will be clipped and filed
and their ears plucked and cleaned.
Pretty bows, bandanas and cologne are available upon request, as are adorable
keepsake photos of the pet you love.
Tinibaybeez also offers customers beautiful, one-of-a-kind, hand painted keepsake
ornaments of your own pet that you can cherish forever. Your pet’s portrait is hand
painted on 4 inch round red shatter proof ornaments and then they are decorated with
white stars with silver rhinestones in the center.
For more information, call 219-763-2408, or visit www.tinibaybeez.com.

Luxury unleashed for furry friends
Woof…Luxury Unleashed celebrated their first year in the Downtown Valparaiso
District earlier this year. As a full service grooming salon, they groom everything from
Chihuahuas and Mastiffs, to Persians and Main Coons. Yes, they do
groom cats, and even have Thursday’s dedicated to the feisty
felines.
Owner, Rae Anne Lampman graduated from the Great Lakes
Academy of Pet Styling in 2008 and is also a member of the
National Cat Groomers Institute of America. Lisa Buck has been
grooming dogs for over 10 years and has her own salon.
Included in Woof’s full-service package is shampoo and
conditioning, hand-blow drying, ear and eye cleaning, nail
cutting and filling, and of course, a haircut catered to the
owner’s preference. They also offer extra services such as
tooth-brushing and shed-less and flea treatments. Nail
trimmings are also available on a walk-in basis.
Both dogs and cats should be groomed on a regular
basis to promote good health and to keep your pet
happy. Visit Woof…Luxury Unleashed at 110 E.
Lincolnway, or call 219-548-9663.

Dear Porter County Animal Shelter,
I miss you! I am loving my new home and family. I love their cats – “Brighton”
is a Russian Blue and “Boots” is a tuxedo mix, as he is black and white. I got
groomed and I smell SO much better. When I get to go in their backyard I don’t
have to have a leash on and I get to roam around. I’m still trying to accomplish
getting up the stairs as my new owners have a four story house. I like to eat
pancakes, bacon, white bread and steak. I still can’t eat the hard dog food yet.
I sleep mostly all day and my potty training is going well. I sleep on the floor.
They bought me a nice bed, but they have to call me to lay on the bed. I am
still taking my medication and I
am also taking a new medication
for my eye. I bet you miss me…

Love from your
cute boy “OPIE”
P.S. What dog is in my
cage now?

Pictured is Peri Fiscus with her dog Opie.
Peri adopted Opie from the Porter County Animal Shelter

North Central Veterinary
Emergency Center

WOOF
...
Luxury Unleashed, LLC.

110 E Lincolnway
Valparaiso

EMERGENCY

A Full Service
Dog and Cat
Grooming Salon

After-Hours Veterinary Emergency Hospital
Serving Northwest Indiana

Rae Anne Lampman, Owner

219.785.7300

.00 off
7First
Visit

$

Conveniently located near Indiana Toll Road and l-94

1645 S. U.S. Hwy. 421
Westville, IN 46391

www.ncvec.pnc.edu

(219)

548-WOOF

www.woofluxuryunleashed.com

(9663)

Porter County Animal Shelter
On Rt. 2, Half mile S. of Rt. 30, Valparaiso, IN

(219) 465-3550
portercoanimalshelter.petfinder.org
Mon., Tues., Fri. 11-4:30 pm • Wed. & Thurs. 11-8 pm • Sat. & Sun. 11-4 pm

We are a Full Service Dog Grooming Salon on Wheels!

Bark
& Purr Care
Home alternative to kenneling

No more trips to the groomer....
we offer curbside service at YOUR convenience.
Your dog is our #1 priority.
We provide a stress free environment with one on one attention
and no exposure to other animals. We NEVER use cages.
The average session takes 1-2 hours

Call now and receive

Mid-day bathroom breaks
Daily dog walks
Yard clean up
Pet Taxi

219-793-2275

or visit us on the web www.barkandpurrcare

$

5.00 OFF
Your First Visit!
Not valid with any other offer.

Located in Northwest Indiana

Serving LaPorte and the surrounding areas including Chesterton and Valparaiso
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The Pet Resort: The ultimate pet boarding facility

Bark & Meow: A unique pet boutique
In 2002, Elaine Diaz took her business knowledge along with her
daughter’s shared passion for dogs and cats, and opened Bark &
Meow, a very unique pet boutique. The business offers a wide
selection of items for ones dogs and cats, plus delicious
bakery items for the discriminating taste of ‘pet family
members.’
“We bake our own biscuits and cakes, all made
specifically to be enjoyed by dogs,” Elaine said.
Every treat is made with fresh ingredients pets can’t
resist.
“We don’t use any preservatives, and when
possible, I choose low fat ingredients to make them
even healthier,” Elaine explained.
Want another reason to visit the pet-friendly Bark &
Meow? Elaine stocks a wide selection of dog and cat
apparel, jewelry, strollers, car seats, “bling” collars, birthday supplies and just about
anything else you and your precious pet could want.
Bark & Meow, a pet boutique and bakery, is located at 108 E. Lincolnway in
downtown Valparaiso. For information or to find out about upcoming events and sales,
call 219-477-3600.

Coco’s Canine Cabana to
host ‘Howl-o
o-w
ween’ party

The Pet Resort, located at 307 E. 316 North on the east side of Valparaiso, was
originally established in 1998 to provide quality boarding for dogs and cats as well as
a wide range of other animals. The resort was a result of
a combined effort of the current owners, Barb and
George Schaefer and another business partner. The aim
was to provide a compatible boarding environment for
animals including those as small as mice and flying
squirrels to those as large as deer.
During the course of the next seven years, The Pet
Resort grew and expanded into areas of animal rehab,
adoption, demonstration lectures, training and
grooming. Then, when an offer to sell the land came as
a result of the development of Valparaiso Market
Square, a decision was made to sell and relocate the
Animal Hospital and The Pet Resort.
The clinic was relocated to East Port Center, while the
Schaefer’s relocated The Pet Resort to its current location near Washington Township
School.
It is requested that interested parties call before visiting, but walk-in visits are
welcomed. When reservations are made, proof of all state-required shots is necessary.
The Pet Resort re-opened in the spring of 2006 as a full-service pet boarding facility,
and the Schaefer’s drew on their experience in pet care and designed an efficient
building.
The facility provides boarding for dogs of all sizes in accommodations that offer
indoor and outdoor combined runs using doggie doors. The dog accommodations
range in size from 4 foot by 6 foot, to 8 foot by 8 foot rooms for the indoor boarding.
The outdoor attached runs are 4 foot by 8 foot with concrete floors.
Plastic raised bedding platforms are provided along with blanketing materials that
are changed daily. A climate controlled environment is provided along with music.
Cat accommodations are in a separate room away from the dog boarding, with one
or two cats boarded comfortably in cat condos that are 2 foot by 3foot and 4 feet tall.
Boarding is also provided for birds of all sizes, rabbits, guinea pigs, turtles and an
array of other various pets.
For more information on The Pet Resort, call 219-548-9888, or visit
www.thepetresort.org.

Coco’s Canine Cabana, located at 405 Elm
St. in Valparaiso, will be hosting their first ever
“Howl-o-ween” party on Saturday, Oct. 23 from
3-5 p.m. Entrance is free and there will be
prizes for the cutest, most unique and scariest
pet costumes. So bring in your dog – large or
small – for a great “Howl-o-ween” party.
All proceeds from this special event will be
donated to the Porter County Animal Shelter.
Coco’s Canine Cabana has been opened for
one year and provides a facility for a
variety of services. Owner Kathy
First-e
ever Westie Lake Walk
DeFries explained that people bring their dogs to the Cabana so that they can
play and get their exercise, while others drop their animals off at the Cabana
A Westie Lake Walk will be held at Rogers Lakewood Park
for a few hours to get some supervised exercise while the owners are able to
on Oct. 16. A bagpipe parade, raffle prizes, an animal
run errands.
blessing and refreshments are part of the festivities provided
“We try to provide all of the necessary services in one place,” DeFries said.
for the days’ event. Proceeds go to Indiana Westie Rescue
“We have day care and feeding, we can take care of basic needs, we have pet
and WestieMed. Onsite registration begins at 9 a.m.
grooming and a self dog wash area. We are also available to kennel your
Sponsors plan to hold this event annually. For more
dog.”
information or to register, visit
For more information call 219-462-1222, or visit us at www.cc-dogpark.com.
www.westiewalksofindiana.com/otherwalks.

PET HAVEN
Pet Shop

PART-TIME
CLEANERS AND
MEDICATORS
NEEDED IMMEDIATELY
No experience necessary. Will train.
Must be available to work varied
hours. For salary and further
information please contact the shelter at

Independent Cat Society

(219) 785-4936
and leave your name, phone number and best time to reach you.

NOW ENROLLING For FALL CLASSES
in our new clubhouse training facility
Agility, Obedience, Rally & Conformation

Since 1976

• SMALL ANIMALS

Boarding • REPTILES
&
• BIRDS • REEF
Grooming • MARINE & TROPICAL FISH

Call
Today

• COMPLETE SUPPLIES

464-4634

19 W. U.S. Hwy 6 • Valpo • Mon thru Sat: 8am-5pm

Burns Pets

Remembered
Pet Crematory
& Cemetery

- Helping You Heal Through Memory -

CANINE COUNTRY CLUB
3556 Sturdy Road
Valparaiso

219.548.3604
www.cccdogpark.com

•Burial Services•Funeral Services
•Cremation Services

(219) 663-6750
BurnsPetsRemembered.com
10101 Broadway • CROWN POINT, IN • 46307

Valparaiso Animal Hospital

Haunted House to aid Hobart Humane Society
What: The Sanitarium of Lost Souls Haunted House
Where: East State Road 130 in Hobart in the old
Hobart Animal Clinic building

Jill Butler, D.V.M.
and
Dana D. Hall D.V.M.

When: Oct. 29-31 from 7-10 p.m.
Cost: $5 donation (with proceeds benefit the Hobart Humane Society)
Hobart Humane Society’s wish list:
- Large trash bags - Literally tons of clay kitty litter - Canned cat food
- Purina Cat and/or Kitten Chow - Purina Dog Chow - Pine Sol
- SOS Pads - Antibacterial Dish Soap - Paper towels - Plain Clorox Bleach

The Hobart Humane Society is located at 2054 East St Rd 130
in Hobart. For more information, call 219-947-4747,
visit, or find them on Facebook.
Shelter dogs reap the benefits when you ‘Face Your Fears’

Porter County Animal Shelter
On Rt. 2, Half mile S. of Rt. 30, Valparaiso, IN

(219) 465-3550
portercoanimalshelter.petfinder.org
Mon., Tues., Fri. 11-4:30 pm • Wed. & Thurs. 11-8 pm • Sat. & Sun. 11-4 pm

1906 Calumet Ave - Valparaiso, IN 46383

219-462-1862

Hours: Mon-Tues-Wed-Fri 10a.m. to 12noon
Sat. 9 a.m. to 12 noon
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YOU AND
YOUR PET
Pet Haven Pet Shop
Special Needs, or just ‘Special’
Keeping Your
Pet Healthy

- October 2010 -

For 35 years, Sylvia Moore has owned and operated
Pet Haven Pet Shop on U.S. Highway 6 in Valparaiso.
The business is a full service grooming and boarding
facility, with an extensive line of pet products. They sell
small animals, reptiles, birds, tropical and marine fish
and coral. They also specialize in hand-fed cockatiels.
For more information, stop in to visit the store, call
219-464-4634 and make an appointment for your dog
to be groomed or boarded, or visit them at
www.pethavenpetshop.com.

Teach your dog to become a joyful
part of your family
My goal at Tree of Life Dog
Training is to help you teach
your dog to become a joyful
part of your family. We do this
by focusing on reinforcing
positive behavior.
The Obedience Course will
teach you how to control your
dog’s behavior with the basic
commands: sit, stay, come, down, leave it. You will also
learn to teach your dog leash manners. Having a dog
that obeys these basic commands will make your dog
feel like a part of the family. Your dog will be able to go
anywhere with you and you will know your dog is going
to be safe. Sit, stay and come are all commands that
could one day save your dog’s life.
The optimum socialization period for puppies is
before 5 months of age. After this age, socialization
occurs at a slower rate. If a puppy is not socialized, it
may appear uncomfortable and fearful around people
and other animals. Socialization is one of the most
important things you can do for the new member of
your family.
Remember, your dog is looking for you to be his
leader and the classes offered at Tree of Life Dog
Training, located at Coco’s Canine Cabana in
Valparaiso, can teach you how.
Classes are starting soon. For more information or to
sign up today, call 219-313-9694, or e-mail Andrea at
dogtrainer3@frontier.com.

these wonderful kitties. Foster
parents and homes only need to
have a separate room where these
Special needs cats are just that –
kitties can stay by themselves –
cats that need just a little
at least until they get
special attention or care. The
accustomed to your home and
Independent Cat Society,
family – a car to transport them
located on the northeast
to vet visits when necessary,
corner of U.S. Highway 6 and
sometimes someone to
County Line Road in Westville,
administer shots or give them
has many such cats in its
their medicine, but they always
shelter. We have cats that need
need someone with extra love
someone who can monitor and
and patience to give.
care for cats with a stomach
All vet costs and special food
tube, or some that perhaps
costs are covered by the
need daily fluids by way of an
Independent Cat Society. Sadly,
IV.
without the help of additional
Some cats may need daily
foster parents and volunteers,
shots or medicines, others may
many of our special needs cats
need special canned food and
may die before their time. This
some just need a loving home
happened just recently when one
away from the stress of shelter
of our cats became very ill with
life. Some just need someone
Special needs cats Candy Corn - Candy Corn is a
fatty liver and it was determined
that can take them to the vet
that he would need to have a
for a special treatment or check sweet calico cat that has a condition that requires
medication to control her aggressive behavior. We
stomach tube put in and
up. Cats that are more timid,
have found that some cats with this same condition
monitored.
are being picked on by other
no longer need the meds after a period of time.
We had no one available that
cats in the shelter or whose
could care for this poor cat. No
personalities just do not let
from the rest and people worry there volunteers or foster home available
them get along with the many other
that could take him and care for him.
may be something physically wrong
cats in a shelter environment also
Sadly, Tex had to be put down.
with them.
need a foster home.
Please help us to prevent this from
That is not always the case. Our
Many of these precious cats
happening again by helping us to
special cats range in age from very
spend a good part of their lives in
help these cats. If you would like
young kittens to older senior cats.
cages or condos at our shelter
They all have one thing in common – more information about becoming a
because they cannot or do not want
foster parent for a special needs cat,
they need your help.
to be in a room with so many other
The Independent Cat Society does please contact our shelter at 219cats. Some of our cats, when placed
not have enough volunteers or foster 785-4936. Just think of the life you
in a room, hide and refuse to eat or
may save by volunteering to help us
homes to help all of our special
drink and can develop problems
to help them.
needs cats. We desperately need
such as Fatty Liver, a condition
which can be fatal. Sometimes these foster parents and foster homes for

by Dorothy Ripperdan

special cats in the condos or cages
are overlooked by potential adopters
because they see them separated

Now Get

$

50

A Well-Conditioned
Well-Conditioned Golf
Golf Course
Course

The Brassie Golf Club is a semi-private 18-hole championship facility featuring some of the best
greens in the area. Top golfers in the area call The Brassie home. Considered by many to be one of
the best golfing values in Northwest Indiana, make your plans today to play The Brassie!

HOURS:

1110 Pearson Road • CHESTERTON • 219-921-1192
Duane Borcherding, Golf Pro

• Darts & Pool Table • Big Screen TV • Homemade Pizza & Sandwiches

Fri., OCT. 15th

“M u s ic ”
by our

DJ

Sat., OCT. 16th

“L o r i G ’s ”
B -D a y P a r t y

Open Monday - Friday At 3:00pm • Open Saturday-Sunday At 4:00pm
DAILY SPECIALS

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY KARAOKE with DJ “Kelly”
$1.50 Domestic Bottles Starts At 8:00pm
$.75 DRAFTS
$2 Import Beers
$3 Long Islands
Karaoke $2 IMPORTS
00
$2 House Drinks
LIVE DJ
Over 22,0 te
Night
a
$3.75 PITCHERS $2.50 Smirnoff Flavors World Tavern Poker
D
o
T
Up
$4 PITCHERS

. 20 oz. DRAFTS
$125-

Texas Hold ‘Em
Tournaments

Songs

Starts at 7:30 pm No Charge

THURSDAY FRIDAY WEDNESDAY & SATURDAY
20 oz. DRAFTS Play Texas Hold ‘Em Tournaments
$2
LIVE MUSIC Every Saturday!
ONLY $2.00
U-CALL-IT
SATURDAY
or
LIVE DJ BOMBS 3/$10 Lori G’s Birthday Party!

* Coupon Card is valid at the store location where you purchased your service, to use on your next visit toward
any service. Mail must be received by December 31, 2010. Limit two request per household.

www.portagetire.com YOUR COMPLETE NEIGHBORHOOD AUTOMOTIVE CENTER

www.thebrassie.com

Duane Borcherding, Golf PRO

instant rebate
on any 4nowTires
in stock!
till 10-30-10
Your One-Stop, On-the-Spot
Auto Service Headquarters

• Earlybird Discount
• Membership Prices
• Men & Ladies Leagues

• Golf Shop
• Golf Cart Use
• Practice Facility

Check Our
Website for
Fall Specials

Tuesday & Sunday

WINNER Gets 3 Days & 2 Nights in LAS VEGAS -Plus $500 Casino $$

For All The Fun
Visit Sunset Lounge

5844 Hwy 6 ~ Portage ~ 219.762.6065

Mon. 8-5;
Tues. & Wed. 8-6;
Thur.8-5;
Fri. 8-6;Sat. 8-2

For Appt. Call

PORTAGE TIRE 762-0405
We
& Auto Service

Carry
Rt. 6 Across From PORTAGE HIGH SCHOOL Tires!

FURNITURE...

FURNITURE...

FURNITURE...
AND MORE

FURNITURE
AT

CAPTAIN ED’S FURNITURE SHOWROOM
1/4 MILE EAST OF MARQUETTE MALL

CAPTAIN ED’S

5 STORES IN 1
400 E. U.S. HWY 20, MICHIGAN CITY

(219) 872-6294

Captain Ed’s Furniture Showroom
Captain Ed’s Candy Island
Captain Ed’s Chrome Zone
Captain Ed’s Quality Rent to Own
Captain Ed’s Entertainment Exchange
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Home Energy Conservation Day event raises Awareness
Tips to reduce
energy bills and
conserve energy
Lt. Gov. Becky Skillman urged Hoosiers
to prepare for the winter heating season
by taking advantage of assistance offered
trough the state, or taking steps around
their house to reduce energy bills.
“Whether you turn your thermostat
down, replace your home’s insulation or
add caulking to windows, there are many
options for reducing home energy
usage,” Skillman, who was joined by
Indiana Utility Consumer Counselor David
Stippler, representatives from the Indiana
Housing and Community Development
Authority (IHCDA) and executives from
the state’s three largest natural gas
utilities, said.
To raise awareness on home energy
conservation, Skillman joined state
agency and utility leaders at the home of
a weatherization client assisted through
the Home Energy Conservation Program.
Overall, the homeowner’s heating bill is
expected to be reduced between 15 and
20 percent this winter because of the
improvements that are now underway.
Energy conservation efforts taking place
at this home include a new furnace, new
wall insulation and sealing around
windows and doors.
The IHCDA has led the state’s
weatherization activities. According
to the most recent rankings,
Indiana ranks seventh among
states in homes weatherized per
day and ninth overall in total
number of homes. The program
has been carried out in an efficient
manner with the reports of serious
fraud and abuse seen in other
states.
“All Hoosiers can take steps, both
large and small, to curb utility
expenses. Every little bit helps to
reduce your bills,” Skillman said.
In addition to weatherization,
Skillman also touted the start of
Indiana’s Energy Assistance
Program (EAP), which began this
week when Community Action
Agencies began accepting
applications and appointments for
the program on Oct. 5. This
federally-funded program was
designed to offer low-income
Hoosiers assistance with winter
heating bills.
Households that are not in an
energy emergency are encouraged
to call and schedule an
appointment with their local agency.
Agencies then meet individually
with applicants to determine
eligibility. For the 2009-2010 winter
season, IHCDA allocated over $89
million in federal heating assistance
to Community Action Agencies
throughout the state.
The income qualifications for the
EAP programs are 150 percent of
the federal poverty level. For
example, a family of four making
less than $33,075 would qualify, as
well as an individual with an income
of $16,245 or less. The average
benefit is around $360 per year,
and is paid in a lump sum directly
to the applicant’s utility company.
Last year, IHCDA’s Energy
Assistance Program served more
than 185,000 households.
Other events to promote

weatherization will be held throughout the
state during the heating season. For more
information about weatherization or
energy assistance, contact the IHCDA at
800-872-0371. For a complete list of
Community Action Agencies and the
areas they serve, please visit
www.incap.org.

Weatherization Tips:
- Make sure your home or business has
proper insulation.
- Properly maintain your heating system,
including changing the filter regularly.
- Use a programmable thermostat, or turn
the temperature down a few degrees
during bedtime and when the home or
business is unoccupied.
- Check weather stripping, caulking and
seals for needed repairs.
- Make sure furnace ducts are properly
sealed.

- Insulate your water heater as long as the
manufacturer’s instructions allow this.
- Purchase and use appliances with the
Energy Star label.
- Wear appropriate winter clothing and
adjust your thermostat accordingly.
- Take additional small steps to improve
efficiency, such as opening draperies
during the day but closing them at night
and setting ceiling fans to run clockwise
during winter.

For low-income billing and weatherization assistance, contact:
Indiana Housing and Community Development Authority at www.in.gov/ihcda,
or Call 800-872-0371

JOIN US FOR OUR

COMMUNITY GRAND OPENING
OPEN HOUSE
OCTOBER 16, 2010, 9:30 AM TO 11:30 AM
Refreshments will be served.
Introducing Rittenhouse Senior Living. A new kind of Senior Living and Alzheimer’s
Care community that puts individual progress and personal fulfillment as our highest
objectives. At Rittenhouse, only licensed nurses give medications and make health-related
decisions, and licensed nursing
is on premises
the clock. That, plus
Our Memory
Careevery
Unitday
is around
now open.
knowing the owners are often right there giving the community personal attention

Call 219-531-2484 for more information.

makes Rittenhouse especially warm. So please join us Saturday, October 16th, from
9:30-11:00 am at 6235 Sterling Creek Road. To reserve your place at our Open House,
or for more information, call4-2900 or visit rittenhousesl.com

Our Advertising
Deadlines
Have Changed!

EVERY WEDNESDAY
by 3:00 p.m.
Call 219-462-1488

SENIOR LIVING OF PORTAGE

6235 STERLING CREEK ROAD • PORTAGE, IN 46368
1300: V
ALE PARK ROAD,
VALPARAISO, IN 46383
OFFICE
219-764-2900
• www.rittenhousesl.com
OFFICE: 219-531-2484 • FAX: 219-531-2485
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5 ways to succeed college athletic recruitment
Tips for the college athletic
Gardening for
recruitment process
Autumn Color
information of more prospective athletes in an
efficient and timely manner.

- Create a compelling highlight and skills video

For student athletes and their families, the decision
to participate in the college athletic recruitment
process can be very overwhelming, and many are
unsure of the first steps to take or even how to get
started. On Oct. 13, award winning sportscaster and
NCSA Athletic Recruiting educational speaker
Charlie Adams was at Wheeler High School to share
the knowledge of what all student athletes must do
to ensure they have a chance to pursue a collegiate
athletic career with the popular NCSA Athletic
Recruiting seminar, “College Recruiting Simplified.”
NCSA Athletic Recruiting is honored to have over
40 former current and former professional athletes,
coaches and sportscasters who donate their time to
travel across the country and teach the next
generation of student athletes about the athletic
recruitment process. NCSA Athletic Recruiting has
established official partnerships with the NFL Players
Association and other influential partners in both
high school and college athletics, making it possible
to provide free seminars delivered by an expanding
roster of impressive speakers.
As an NCSA Athletic Recruiting speaker, Charlie
Adams will be sharing with student athletes and their
families “The Five Things You Need to Know” and
“The Five Things You Must Do to Get Recruited.”
NCSA Athletic Recruiting is sharing a sneak peak on
the things to get started on today to ensure success
in college athletic recruiting.

- Develop a game plan and get evaluated

Every student athlete needs an objective, thirdparty evaluation to determine “best fit”
qualifications for various college programs. A
knowledgeable third party helps set realistic
expectations on programs, competition levels,
academic fit and schools, helping you target 100
to 200 realistic opportunities.

- Post athletic and academic resumes online

Preparing a complete portfolio that allows
coaches to access your up to date athletic and
academic information is crucial. Coaches no
longer file away paper resumes, but look to online
resources that allows them to view the complete

Every student athlete needs a highlight and skills
video that best conveys their athletic abilities to
college coaches. These videos are now typically
streamed online and sent through e-mail. The best
videos are digitally enhanced, sequenced properly
and have spot shadowing, and most importantly,
sent from a credible third party. College coaches will
likely never receive, let alone view an unsolicited
DVD.

- Contact at least 50-100 athletic programs

College coaches contact thousands of student
athletes in order to have enough athletes to fill their
program’s needs. Student athletes need to play the
same game: contact at least 10-20 percent of the
programs that offer your sport across all divisions
which could mean more than 200 college coaches.

- Remember it is not a four year decision,
it is a 40 year decision

Most Division I prospects will receive offers by the
end of their junior year. Even if you are not a DI
player, keep your options open. Have a step-by-step
plan in order to navigate the process. It takes hard
work, perseverance and a consolidated team effort
between student-athlete, parents, coaches, guidance
counselors and credible inside recruiting experts.

Autumn produces some of
the most vibrant colors of the
gardening year. An
understanding of what
causes these colors and
knowledge of plants that
perform best at this time can
help make the most of this
fabulous season.
How does a spectacular
autumn happen?
Deciduous trees and
shrubs show leaf color
changes in autumn when day
length becomes shorter and
temperatures begin to
become colder. Under these
conditions, chlorophyll, the
green pigment in leaves,
starts to break down and
other colored pigments show
through to give yellows,
oranges, reds and purples.
High light levels help to build
up sugars within the leaves
creating the intense foliage
colors of autumn. Overcast
weather or shady growing
will not produce brilliant
foliage colors. Ideal
conditions for autumn color
require sunny days followed
by crisp cold nights.
If you are selecting plants
for autumn foliage, make
your choice when plants are
showing their autumn foliage,
thus ensuring good color and
avoiding disappointment.
Geographical origin and
parentage are critical factors
for good foliage. Plants

selected from
areas
recognized for
autumn color
continue to show
exceptional color when
grown elsewhere.
Genetic selection also
broadens the range of these
plants available. Propagating
such selections from cuttings
ensures that autumn colors
are kept.
Bartlett Tree Experts,
located on Michigan Road in
Carmel, is one of the
company’s nearly 100 offices
worldwide. Bartlett helps
both residential and
commercial customers
maintain beautiful and
healthy trees and schrubs.
Their procedures in the field
are guided by information
developed or provided by the
scientists of the Bartlett Tree
Research Laboratories in
Charlotte, N.C.
For more information on
tree and shrub care, call 877227-8538, or visit
www.bartlett.com.
This article was
submitted by
Bartlett Tree
Research
Laboratories.
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Energy executive to discuss offshore drilling, green energy
VU welcomes T. Paul Bulmahn
for Moeller Lecture Series
Entrepreneur T. Paul Bulmahn,
founder, chairman and chief
executive officer of ATP Oil &
Gas Corporation, will discuss
the challenges of launching new
businesses in offshore oil and
gas development, green energy
and thoroughbred racing during
an Oct. 27 lecture at Valparaiso
University.
Bulmahn, a Valparaiso
University alumnus who
successfully started seven
international and domestic
businesses, will present “Rise to
the Challenge” at 6 p.m. in the
Harre Union Ballroom. From the
moratorium on deepwater
drilling imposed by the Obama
Administration, to his efforts to
start a biomass company that
will produce electricity from
horse manure, Bulmahn will
present his personal formula for
using ingenuity and innovation
to overcome challenges.
The talk, presented as part of
the Valparaiso University College
of Business Arnold H. Moeller
Lecture Series, will be followed
by a question-and-answer
session with the audience and a
reception. The event, which is
set to conclude at 8 p.m., is free
and open to the public.
“Mr. Bulmahn is respected as
a thoughtful leader who has
made significant contributions in

both the energy and
thoroughbred training
industries,” Tom Boyt, dean of
the university’s College of
Business, said. “His creativity,
deep knowledge and global
perspective are hallmarks of
Valpo graduates who are leading
change in the world.”
Bulmahn has established
himself as an international
leader in the oil and gas industry
during a career that has
spanned more than 30 years. He
founded ATP in 1991 and
is widely recognized for
his innovative work in
developing offshore
properties for
commercial production
in the Gulf of Mexico
and North Sea. ATP has
earned numerous
awards under his
leadership, including
the Best Field
Rejuvenation Award,
Offshore Energy
Achievement Award for
Innovation and
Technology and the
Best Field Improvement
Project.
Prior to forming ATP,
Bulmahn was president
and chairman of
Harbert Oil & Gas
Corporation,

Teachers Credit Union
- continued from page 1

here to stay,” Novello
added.
A grand opening
celebration for the new
Teachers Credit Union
branch was held on Sept.
28, and was attended by a
variety of local leaders. Part
of the celebration included
cake and refreshments, as
well as prizes and
giveaways.
According to Novello,
there are certain
characteristics of TCU that
separate them from banks
and other credit unions.
“All of our branches offer
personal, member-focused
financial products and

services designed to fit
individual needs,” he said.
“Everybody has different
dreams and goals in life,
and our desire is to help our
members achieve those
goals.”
TCU consistently
practices the Credit Union
Philosophy of “People
Helping People,” and they
take every opportunity to
enhance the betterment of
the communities in which
their members live and
work. For more information
on Teachers Credit Union,
call 800-552-4745, or visit
www.tcunet.com.
The Chronicle apologizes for
incorrectly reporting on Tech
Credit Union when the true
subject of the article was
intended to be Teachers Credit
Union. The Chronicle sincerely
regrets the mistake and any

inconvenience it may have
caused.

represented Tenneco in
Washington, D.C., and was an
administrative law judge for the
Railroad Commission of Texas.
A member of Valparaiso
University’s Board of Directors,
Bulmahn’s philanthropic
contributions also are notable
and include serving as chair of
the highly successful Braes
Interfaith Ministries fund drive for
food banks in Houston. Raised
in rural Indiana, he graduated
from Valparaiso University with
his bachelor’s degree in 1965.
The Arnold H. Moeller Lecture
Series honors the former
director and executive vice
president of B.C. Ziegler and
Company, the nation’s largest

underwriter of institutional bonds
for churches, schools, hospitals
and retirement homes. Moeller
also was a prominent leader in
Wisconsin, where he lived until
his death in 1982. His daughter,
Marilyn Holmquist, who attended
Valparaiso University in the
1950s, established the
endowment fund in honor of her
father.
Previous speakers in the
university’s Moeller Lecture
Series have included
sustainability expert Ray C.
Anderson in 2009, television
personality and author Suze
Orman in 2005 and President
and CEO of Lutheran Social
Services Kurt Senske in 2003.

For more information, call 219464-5000, or visit
www.valpo.edu.
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Keeping Your
Pet Healthy
- October 2010 -

YOU AND
YOUR PET

Memorializing the life
join them in the celebration of their
beloved pets’ life.
Kovenz Memorial, located at 2404
Roosevelt Road in Valparaiso, also
appreciates the special place pets hold
in the hearts of their owners. Aside from
bird baths and monuments, they
specialize in granite and stone
memorials, including pet memorials.
Kovenz Memorial has been in
operation since 1934, but the Davey
family purchased the business from the
Kovenz family more than 35 years ago.
“We’ve got a history of doing
community based projects” Neil Davey,
sales associate at Valparaiso Kovenz
Memorial, said. “We did the carving at
the verteran’s memorial for Swan Lake

- continued from page 3

Park in Michigan City. We have also
done a lot of etching works fro the
bricks at veteran’s memorials and parks
in Northwest Indiana.”
Davey said they are now frequented
by individuals who want an engraved pet
marker or other memorial. He said many
people often request the name of their
pet as well as a symbol to be placed on
pet markers or benches that they then
place in their yard or garden.
The newest service offered at Kovenz
Memorial is called Life Gem. Life Gem
allows for the ashes of a loved one or
beloved pet to be compressd into a
diamond that can then be worn in
jewelry.
“This way you can be sure to always

Shelter dogs need love too

October is recognized as
Adopt-A-Shelter Month

by Carl Kurek
According to the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals, approximately 5 million to 7 million companion animals enter
animal shelters across the county annually, and approximately 3 million to 4
million – 60 percent of dogs and 70 percent of cats – are euthanized.
The month of October has been dubbed Adopt-A-Dog Month by the
American Humane Association. During which, the association and animal
advocacy groups all over the world work together to spread awareness and
education about shelter dogs, and encourage the adoption of dogs from
animal rescues and shelters.
Typically, 25 percent of dogs who enter local shelters are purebred dogs
whose owner more than likely purchased them from pet stores. According
to Connie Hollar, office manager at the Hobart Humane Society, pet stores
are notorious for getting their pets from puppy mills.
“Pet stores are only in it for the profit,” Hollar said. “We’re not in it for the
profit; we’re in it for the animals.”
Puppy mills are often defined as a commercial farming operation in which
purebred dogs are raised in large numbers. The Humane Society of the
United States says that puppy mills flourish because they prey on ignorant
people who are infatuated with “too-cute-for-words puppies in pet store
windows.”
“We get those exact same
dogs in here as adults,” Hollar
Five reasons to adopt a dog said.
Hollar said that the recent
- You will make a difference - If the
increase in dogs and cats – up
problem of pets dying in shelters
double from what it was last year
seems overwhelming, think about
– that are brought into the shelter
this: If just one in three people opted
can be attributed to the current
to adopt rather than buy a dog, no
economic situation and people
adoptable dogs would need to be
losing their jobs and homes. But
euthanized for lack of a home.
the peculiar trend that Hollar has
- You will find your perfect match witnessed increase lately is the
With more than 174,600 adoptable
number of people who claim to
dogs posted on Petfinder, and an
not own the animal they are
estimated 25 percent of them
bringing to the shelter.
purebreds, you are certain to find
She said that when people
your perfect match.
need to surrender an animal to
- You’ll save time and money the shelter, they ask for a fee to
Sure, shelters and rescue groups
help cover the expenses the pet
charge adoption fees, but you can
will accumulate during their stay,
easily find a pet that has been
but to get out of paying that fee,
vaccinated, spayed or neutered and,
people claim the animals are
quite often, trained. If you were to pay
strays.
for those services yourself, you would
Hollar said it seems like every
spend much more.
morning when she comes into
- You will receive unconditional love
work, people have locked dogs
- Ask anyone who has adopted.
in the outdoor kennels overnight,
Rescued dogs just seem to know you
or cats are left in crates in the
saved them – especially older dogs –
parking lot. She said by doing
and they repay that act of kindness a
this or lying about the animal
thousand fold. How many times have
being a stray, people are really
we heard someone say their shelter
just hurting the animal even more
pet in fact rescued them?
because then crucial information
- You will not be supporting cruelty
such as shot records are unclear.
- Each dog adopted rather than
While October is special, Hollar
purchased means less of a market for
said that every month is adopt-aunhealthy, inbred puppies produced
dog month at the Hobart Humane
under cruel conditions in puppy mill
Society. To help increase the
operations throughout the country.
number of animals who go home
with a family, the shelter also
offers discounts for senior
citizens and discounts if two kittens are take to the same home.
Another way the shelter is trying to prevent over crowding is by trying to
convince owners to try and hold on to their pets for as long as possible.
“So many are brought in here that are just unwanted,” Hollar added.
“They all really deserve a home.”
The Hobart Humane Society, located at 2054 East State Road 130 in
Hobart, serves the immediate areas of Hobart, Merrillville and Lake Station,
but never turns down a dog.
For more information on puppy mills or the Hobart Human Society, call
the Hobart Humane Society at 219-942-0103, visit
www.humanescietyofhobart.org, or find them on Facebook.

keep a loved one or pet close at all
times,” Davey said.
Davey and Burns agreed that services
for pets such as the ones they offer, aid
in the grief process when a pet has
passed away.
“It provides what a lot of pet owners
need,” Burns said. “We’re all going to
meet again at that rainbow bridge.”

Burns Pets Remembered
Pet Crematory and Cemetery,
Call 219-663-6750
www.burnspetsremembered.com
Kovenz Memorial,
Call 219-531-2717
www.kovenzmemorial.com
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Keeping the Lights on for Children
Jen Cameron, or “Ms. Jen,” is the K-care
coordinator who keeps the children’s minds sharp
with daily activities such as crafts, games and circle
time, where the children are taught about values.
“We keep things short a sweet, and then follow
with a fun activity to let the kid’s run around,”
Cameron said.
Cameron has worked with children her entire
life, from her mom babysitting all the neighbored
children while she grew up, to taking over the
duties when she was of age. Cameron also served
as a special education teacher’s aid and day care
employee before joining the Portage YMCA in
August as a natural fit for their program.
To do their part in celebrating the Lights on
Afterschool day, the children from the Y-care program
will be creating light bulb pictures that will explain their
favorite moments and memories from the time at the
YMCA. Each child’s light bulb will be proudly showcased
around the YMCA for all to marvel at.
The idea is the brainchild of Amanda Glasser, schoolage child care coordinator at the YMCA. While Glasser,
who has an education background, does not actually

- continued from page 1

perform day-to-day activities within
the classroom, she oversees all of
the Y and K-Care programs, and
pops in to see the children at least once a week.
In addition to creating the light bulbs for all to enjoy,
the YMCA will also celebrate the Lights on Afterschool
initiative by waiving their registration fee for all new
participants of the Y and K-Care programs the week of
Oct. 18 and Oct. 25 to encourage more parents to
register their children. Glasser hopes that parents will

not only use the K and Y-Care as a babysitting facility,
but will actively participate in activities to create a
whole family environment.
When signing children up for primary
memberships in the program, parents are granted
gym membership – a nice incentive.
All in all, the Portage YMCA will be doing its best
come Oct. 21 to promote after school programs
along with thousands of others. According to their
program philosophy, the YMCA strives to help
participants grow physically, mentally and spiritually
while providing challenging activities in both small
and large group settings under the guidance of caring,
well trained YMCA staff. The role they play in the
Portage area keeps that philosophy strong.
For more information on the Lights on After School
program or the Portage Township YMCA, contact
Amanda Glasser at 219-762-9622, or at
Amanda@ymcaofportage.org. For additional information,
visit the Portage Township YMCA ‘s Web site at
www.ymcaofportage.org, or find them on Facebook.

Sweetest Day: A time to make someone happy
Sweetest Day is celebrated each year on the third Saturday of
October. Although often thought of by many as a second
Valentine’s Day, Sweetest Day is actually a day meant to celebrate
all the people who make your life special. It is an occasion to
make someone happy, a chance to celebrate and give gifts to
relatives, friends and associates.
Sweetest Day was founded around 1922 in Cleveland, Ohio by
Herbert Birch Kingston who was a local candy company
employee. Kingston sought to bring cheer and some happiness to
the lives of those who were often forgotten. With the help of his
friends, he began distributing candy and small gifts to children
living in orphanages, those stricken with illness or disabilities,
shut-ins and others who were forgotten.
During the early years of the holiday, movie star Ann
Pennington presented 2,200 Cleveland newspaper boys with
boxes of candy to express gratitude for their service to the
community. Theda Bara, another movie star of the period, also
helped in establishing the holiday by giving away 10,000 boxes of
candy to people in hospitals and to those individuals who came to
watch one of her films at the Playhouse Square Theaters in
Cleveland, Ohio.
Within a decade, the simple idea had gained such popularity
that the city of Cleveland officially declared the third Saturday of
October as Sweetest Day.
Over the years, the Sweetest Day idea of spreading cheer to the
underprivileged has expanded to an occasion offering us the
opportunity to remember not only the sick, aged, shut-ins and
orphans but also friends, relatives and those individuals whose
helpfulness and kindness we have enjoyed during the year.
The traditional observance of Sweetest Day involves the same
types of gifts and acknowledgements as Valentine’s Day with the
most popular being cards, flowers, chocolates and candy.
Sweetest Day is primarily a regional holiday celebrated in the

Knight Coin
237 Main St., Hobart INDIANA
219-942-4341
w w w. k n i g h t c o i n . c o m

Great Lakes region and the northeast. The observance of the
holiday is gradually spreading throughout the United States as
people relocate to various parts of the country and bring the
regional celebration with them to their new homes.
States that have the greatest observance of the holiday
include Ohio, Illinois, Michigan, Indiana and Wisconsin.
Cities with the greatest observance of the holiday are
Cleveland, Chicago, Detroit and Buffalo.
Sweetest Day is an original American holiday that is
not based on any single group’s religious sentiment or on
a family relationship. It is simply a reminder that a
thoughtful word, deed or small
gift enriches the life of the
recipient as well as the person
Sweetest Day events:
giving it.
In 2010, Sweetest Day will be
Speed Networking
celebrated on Saturday October
Saturday, Oct. 16 at Charley Horse Restaurant, located at 8940
16th. Remember to celebrate the
Calumet Ave. in Munster. Social Hour starts at 3 p.m. Tickets are
holiday and touch the life of
$30 if reserved ahead of time, or $45 at the door. Ticket price
someone special with a gift of
includes hors d’ oeuvres. Bring 50 or more business cards, learn
flowers, plants, chocolates or an
business etiquette, learn techniques to help business owners
e-card.
market their business for free and learn how to get your business
profile on our Web site.
This information was provided
Speed Dating on Sweetest Day
by www.sweetestday.com.
Saturday Oct. 16 at the Hampton Inn, located at 8936 Calumet
Ave. in Munster. Social Hour begins at 7 p.m. Tickets are $25 if
reserved ahead of time, or $40 at the door. Ticket price includes
complimentary caricatures, chair massages and hors d’ oeuvres.
All ages welcome and attire should be upscale casual.
For more information or to RSVP to either event, call 219-8053283, e-mail sd@singlelifestylemagazine.com or visit
www.singlelifestylemagazine.com.
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Discover The Most Lucrative
Opportunity Ever Created

#1 Home Business Opportunity

MyShoppingGenie

.999 Fine
3434 Ridge Rd.
Lansing ILLINOIS
708-895-9339

WE BUY GOLD
Lansing IL, 60438
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Is an innovative online shopping
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Keeping Your
Pet Healthy
- October 2010 -

YOU AND
YOUR PET

Dawg N’ Suds joins National Mobile Grooming for a Cause
In order for shelter dogs at the LaPorte County Small
Animal Shelter and the Michiana Humane Society to put their
best paw forward, Dawg N Suds Mobile Grooming is
providing free grooming in conjunction with the American
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and the
American Humane Association drive known as “Adopt A
Shelter Dog” Month.
Laurie Clark, of Dawg N’ Suds believes that a clean,
groomed dog has a much higher chance of being adopted.
So she is donating her time and effort in her mobile
grooming vehicle to make the pups that are up for adoption
look their very best.
“The saddest statistic I’ve ever known is that about 3-4
million pets are being euthanized in shelters every year in the
United States,” Clark said. “I feel I should do what I can to
reduce that number. Donating my skills to help this cause is
one way I can give back to the orphaned pets in LaPorte
County.”
The Mobile Grooming for a Cause campaign has been
launched and coordinated by Wag’n Tails Mobile
Conversions of Granger, the company that manufactures
Clark’s mobile grooming van. Like Clark, most of Wag’n Tails
1500 van owners are participating in Mobile Grooming for a
Cause all across the country.
“With so many of us participating in Mobile Grooming for a
Cause, we should be able to make a big difference in getting
more pets adopted this year,” Clark said.
Clark said that having a mobile grooming van allows her to
devote 100 percent of her attention to the pet being
groomed, and the added convenience is that it all takes place
right in the client’s driveways. She said her clients love the

The LaPorte County Small Animal Shelter
2855 West State Road 2,LaPorte.
www.petfinder.com/shelters/IN89,
or call 219-326-1637

convenience of getting their pet
groomed at home.
“Since Dawg N Suds is on
wheels, it’s just ideal to help out
since I can roll into the shelter
and groom their pets right there
in their parking lot,” Clark
added.
The Dawg N Suds van is fully
self contained with one tank for
fresh water and one for the dirty
water to be collected in. It has a
bath tub, dryer, grooming table
and even a hydro massage
BEFORE DAWG N’
bathing system. Clark’s van even
makes its own electricity.
“It’s a fully outfitted grooming shop on wheels,”
Clark commented.
“I just want to ask anyone interested in
adding a pet to their family to please come to
one of the shelters and adopt one of their
adorable dogs,” Clark said. “They deserve a
warm, loving home.”
Dawg N’ Suds Mobile Grooming is based
in Westville and covers all of LaPorte County
and the surrounding area including New
Buffalo, Chesterton and Valparaiso. For
more information, visit
www.dawgnsuds.com, contact Laurie
Clark at 219-871-9807, or by e-mail at
info@dawgnsuds.com.

AFTER DAWG N’ SUDS

The Michiana Humane Society
722 West U.S. Highway 212, Michigan City
www.michianahumanesociety.org,
or call 219-872-4499

Canine Country Club
offers it all for canines
Canine Country Club, Porter County’s first
off-leash dog park, opened in November
2002. Teri and Bob Gray, life-long Valparaiso
residents, got the idea after visiting the
Broadripple dog park in Indianapolis. They
converted a 5-acre farm field by planting
grass and trees and surrounding it with a 6foot fence.
The park has separate areas for small and large dogs, as well as a gazebo, porch
and benches for people. Also at the Canine Country Club is the “Clubhouse,” a large
insulated building for popular dog training classes specializing in things such as
obedience, agility and tricks, which are now offered year-round regardless of the
weather.
Memberships to Canine Country Club are available for terms of one month to one
year. Day passes are available during office hours. All dogs are required to pre
register, and must provide proof of vaccinations. All owners are required to read and

agree to the rules of the park.
Canine Country Club will be closed on Mondays for maintenance and rest. The
office is currently located in the sun room of the Gray’s home, just a few hundred feet
north of the park. Members may visit the park any time from 7 a.m. until dusk, six days
a week, 52 weeks a year.
Bring your dogs and check out Canine Country Club, located at 3556 Sturdy Road
in Valparaiso, for a dog-gone good time. For more information, call 219-548-3604, or
visit www.cccdogpark.com.

Bark and Purr Care: A boarding alternative
Bark and Purr care is an in-home alternative to kenneling your pet while you are
away. Your pet will be cared for in the comforts of their own home. Our staff will come
to your home a set number of times per day and care for your pet. We are insured and
we are also members of Pet Sitters Association, LLC and Professional United Pet
Sitters.
Bark and Purr Care is a Portage based business that serves Portage and the
surrounding area. Services start as low as $12 a visit.
We offer a wide range of pet service needs from mid-day bathroom breaks, daily
dog walks, yard clean up and pet taxi.
For a more information or for a free in home consultation to meet our staff, call 219793-2275, or visit www.barkandpurrcare.com.

A list of human foods to keep away from your pet
- Onions and onion
powder.
- Alcoholic beverages.
- Grapes.
- Macadamia nuts.
- Turkey & chicken
bones.
- Yeast dough.
- Coffee grounds and beans.

- Salt.
- Tomato, potato and rhubarb
leaves and stems.
- Avocados, which are toxic
to birds, mice, rabbits, horses,
cattle and dairy goats.
- Anything with mold growing
on it.
- Chocolate - even 1 ounce is
dangerous to a small dog.
Theobromine is the actual
toxin. Symptoms include:
diarrhea, vomiting,
“intoxication”,
hyperactivity, muscle
tremors, seizures and
could lead to death.
- Vitamin D – as
included in some rat
poisons – and Vitamin D3
are toxic to cats and dogs
as well as rodents. Within
12-24 hours, the following
symptoms may occur:
lethargy, vomiting,
constipation, increased
thirst and urination.
Twitching, seizures and
even death can occur in a
few days if there is no
treatment.
This information was provided
by the North Central
Veterinary Emergency Center.
For more information, call 219785-7300, or visit
www.ncvec.pnc.edu.
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CLASSIFIED WORD ADS
cleaning

services

resale shoppe

antiques

miscellaneous

Antique oak dresser with hutch,
claw feet, mirror, good condition
$275. obo
(219) 309-7292

ARE YOU MOVING? NEED
BOXES? Moving boxes and
wardrobe boxes for sale at half
price! Clean used only once.
Wardrobe boxes $7.00 and
large boxes $5.00 each.
(219) 940-9565

Meat slicer machine, model
Royal by the A.J. Deer Co., type
40 $45.
(219) 465-1795
Four drawer chest of drawers
$75.
(219) 464-9136

childrens corner

cooling & heating

cabinets

cleaning services

Sleeping Beauty costume, size
4-6X, new $10.
(219) 962-8386

Table top stereo system, plays
78, 45’s LPS, CD, AM/FM radio
with matching table $100.
(219) 942-9352

Brown Hollister jacket with
zipped hood and fur trim, size
medium. $40.
(219) 764-8526

furniture

storage

remodeling

coins

handyman

Dining room table with four
chairs and center leaf $50.
(219) 464-9136

medical
Collapsible walker without
wheels $8. Exc. cond.
(219) 763-2458

for rent

OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT
trailers

painter & redecorating

Valparaiso, IN
1200 sq. ft.
office/retail space.
High visibility
location, plenty of
parking, utilities
included in rent.
$1,375.00 per month
+ deposit and lease.

219-241-5870
apartment for rent

electric

aluminum & vinyl re-c
coating

Hobart – unfurnished 2BR, near
hospital and schools $695.
month. Lease and deposit
required.
(219) 962-1774

storage for rent

home builders

new & used furniture

FURNITURE New/Used
WORLD OUTLET
Quality NEW & USED Furniture
To Fill ALL BUDGETS!

WE PAY CASH
Furniture • Antiques
Almost Anything!

219-962-9166
MOBILE HOMES

SHADYSIDE MHC
HOMES for LEASE,
RENT or SALE

• Duneland School System
• Close to the Dunes
• City Water & Sewer • Close to the Mills
• Across from the SouthShore Train

(219)
CALL NOW!

787-9292

SAVE

MONEY

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE
EVERY WEDNESDAY
219-462-1488

• NASCAR
• BEARS
• COLTS
• BLACKHAWKS
• NOTRE DAME
• CHEECH & CHONG
• USHER
• MICHAEL BUBLE
• EAGLES
• SHAKIRA
• TOSH O
• JOHN MELLENCAMP
• DAVE MATTHEWS
• LADY GAGA
• GODSMACK
• MAROON 5

48 hand embroidered quilt
blocks. Lighthouse design $2.
each
(219) 962-1951
Marshall guitar amplifier M6
series 100 HDFX, great
condition $100.
(219) 840-1008

clothing

BOX SEAT
TICKETS

6 new glass blocks 12x12x4
$10. each
(219) 763-7829

Halloween
costumes
–
Nightmare Before Christmas,
one size fits all, Casper, one
size fits all $20. each
(219) 464-7631

Boys clothing sizes 4 to 6. Two
bags of all seasons $25. Nike
soccer shoes, size 1Y & size 2Y
$2. each.
(219) 764-2928

tickets

Treadle sewing machine $15.,
2 sewing machine cabinets
$15. each, Dresser $10.
(219) 462-2582

Call or Email For All Your Local
& National Sports and Concerts!
boxseattickets@live.com

Grillmaster picnic tail gate
charcoal grill, new $25., GrillEtte electric table top grill, new
$20. Betty Crocker 4 cup coffee
maker, new $10.
(219) 762-8522
Homedics
Shiatsu
foot
massager, new $10.
(219) 962-8386
4 Margarita glasses from
Macy’s $5.
(219) 962-8386
Computer desk hutch, exc.
cond $45., Elvis radio $25.,
Elvis T-shirt XL $5., Elvis
baseball cap $5.
Call before 9pm
(219) 762-4304

seasonal
Swivel Christmas tree stand for
real tree, used once $25.
(219) 763-7829
Craftsman lawn mower – 4 HP
runs good $45.
(219) 963-0390
Pool ladder, white, extra wide
for above ground pool with deck
- has bolts $25.
(219) 879-1156

(219) 462-3349
sporting goods
White 12” bicycle $25. Call
before 3pm
(219) 742-1099
Schwinn bicycle Sting Ray
Chopper, like new $95.
(219) 987-8160

tools
Vise Stand $50., Cutter $10.,
Reamer $5., 2 electric drills $40.
each (219) 764-0354
18th Century hand crank
sharpening stone with heel
stand 24 x 4, 150# $100.
(219) 465-1795

pets
Siamese kittens, born Aug. 3rd,
$50. (219) 762-4521

LEGAL NOTICE

building materials

LEGAL NOTICE

Bargain Building Sale
(Closeout) 36x51 Reg.
$15,991.99-Now $9,263.70;
72x90 Reg. $44,297.41-Now
$29,849.94; Other Limited
(Closeout) Deals Available,
Call to Reserve
www.sunwardsteel.com Source
# 0U8.
765-588-4434

Pleasant Valley Mini
Storage will be holding a
sale to enforce self
storage lien for default of
payment of rent.
The sale will run on
Friday, October 15, 2010
at 9:30AM.
Tenants listed below must
pay before this date:

child care

Child Care Services
In My Home
Stay home Mom of 2 kids
starting child care service
at my home in Porter.
Healthy snacks provided,
lots of activities,
fenced in yard
$125/week for diaper
toddlers or $115/week
for potty trained
toddlers.

Mark Allen,
Valparaiso, IN.

Florence Carnivele,
Portage, IN

Elizabeth Yarbrough,
Goodland, IN

Call for further details

Craig Miller,

219-242-1448

Valparaiso, IN

HELP WANTED
SALES

Master
Sales/Entrepreneur
No cost to get started.
Part-Time/Full-Time.
No travel. Consultant
to established dealers.

800-964-8335
Sage
Homes

Mobile Homes
for rent
starting at $375.
Ridge Road,
2 miles East
of I-65
Call Today!

962-1
1183

Looking for a

Nail Tech

P/T, Commission or
Booth Rental

Beautiful Hair &
Skin, Inc. Day Spa.
3539 Scottsdale - Portage

219-759-2021
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HOOSIERS GET RESOURCES
To Utilize High Quality Child Care
Paths to QUALITY, Indiana’s voluntary quality
rating and improvement system for
child care programs, launched a
sign campaign on Oct. 5 designed
to provide families with a new tool
for recognizing high quality child
care. Workforce Development
Services, Inc. Child Care
Resource
and
Referral
hosted a press conference,
with 10 other simultaneous
press
conferences
throughout the state on Oct.
5 beginning at 9 a.m. The
local press conference was
held at United Way of Porter County, located at 951 Eastport Centre Drive in Valparaiso.
Exciting news was announced by Kimberly Hendricks of Workforce Development
Services, Inc. Child Care Resource and Referral states. “The signs and banners will be
revealed at eligible child care programs as part of a single-day, statewide effort. We
recognize how essential high quality child care is to our community,” Hendricks said.
According to Hendricks, research shows that high quality early learning experiences
prepare children for future success in school, work and life. Paths to QUALITY is a free
resource for families to use when choosing child care. The signs are intended to
immediately identify providers enrolled in Paths to QUALITY that provide high quality
child care. “Over 1,900 child care programs have demonstrated their commitment to
quality child care by participating in Paths to QUALITY,” Melanie Brizzi, child care
administrator for the Indiana Bureau of Child Care, said. “The signs are a great way to
recognize the efforts of programs rated at Levels 2, 3, or 4 and to tell others that these
child care programs are working to give children the rich environments they deserve.”
For more information about Paths to QUALITY and other child care resources in the
community, contact Workforce Development Services, Inc. Child Care Resource and
Referral at 866-582-2229. To access a free, online search for a Paths to QUALITY child
care program, visit www.childcareindiana.org

REBUILDING TOGETHER
Seeks Applications, Volunteers
Since 1990, Rebuilding Together of Valparaiso has helped more than
350 families to make their homes safer, warmer and more
comfortable. Formerly known as “Christmas in April,”
this community event is a partnership between
the city of Valparaiso and Valparaiso
University. Under this leadership,
thousands of volunteer hours have
improved everything from roofs to
foundations using their skills and
their hammers, as well as lots and
lots of paintbrushes. The group is now
seeking applications, sponsors
and volunteers, as their next
annual workday is scheduled
for April 16, 2011. Rebuilding
Together
of
Valparaiso
welcomes applications from
homeowners
who
need
assistance, sponsors who can help
offset the cost of material, and volunteers – skilled and unskilled – who can help make
it all happen. To be considered for help, homeowners must live within the Valparaiso
Community Schools district. Applications are evaluated based on family income level
and home condition. For applications and more information, call Rebuilding Together at
548-4827, or www.rebuildingtogethervalparaiso.org.

LANGUAGE CENTER SEEKS
Hosts for International Students
The Interlink Language Center at Valparaiso University is searching for families to host
international students enrolled in the intensive English program. Host families must live
in Valparaiso and be able to provide a student with a private bedroom. Students pay
their families $670 a month for a private room, two meals a day and transportation to the
university. Most Interlink students are 18-27 years old – though some business persons
above that age range are enrolled – and come from all over the world to improve their
English language skills. Many are university students planning to continue their
education in the U.S., and others are professionals in various fields, particularly law and
business. Since students do not have their own transportation, families are responsible
for getting them to campus by 8:20 a.m. on weekdays and picking them up in the
afternoon. Students enroll in nine-week sessions throughout the year, and the next term
begins Jan. 3, 2011. Rebecca Shelton, director of the language center, said having
international students live with American families is a rewarding experience for both.
“It’s a huge plus for students to stay with a host family because they’re speaking English
all the time in a natural setting and are learning about American culture as well,” Shelton
said. “The benefits to families also are enormous because they learn about other
cultures, develop new friendships and learn how people in other countries see
America.” Following application to be a host family, Interlink staff will schedule a visit to
look at the accommodations. All families are welcome to participate in the homestay
program, including retired couples, single-parent families and single individuals. Those
interested in participating in the homestay cultural enrichment program should contact
Kathy Carter, homestay coordinator, at 464-5518, or at Kathy.Carter@valpo.edu.

RED CROSS
Offers Incentive to Donate Blood
Getting away from it all has never been easier. From Oct. 1 through Oct. 31, anyone
who comes to donate blood or platelets through the Indiana-Ohio Region of the
American Red Cross will be entered to win a weekend getaway package to two fabled
attractions near Hocking Hills State Park in Logan, Ohio. One lucky donor and a guest
will be treated to a Friday night stay at the Inn and Spa at Cedar Falls, and a zip-line tour
for two through the Hocking Hills Canopy Tours. The winner can stay any Friday night
at the Inn from Nov. 15 through May 15, 2011, and then redeem the two-and-a-half hour
zip-line tour on the Friday or Saturday of the selected weekend. “We see this as an
opportunity to add some ‘zip’ to your life while helping to save a life too,” Sharyn
Whitman, CEO for the Indiana-Ohio Blood Services Region of the American Red Cross,
said. People interested in donating can check out the accommodations and find out
more about the zip-line tour by visiting the website for the Inn and Spa at Cedar Falls at
www.innatcedarfalls.com,
and
Hocking
Hills
Canopy
Tours
at
www.hockinghillscanopytours.com. Whether you are returning to give blood or donating
for the first time, the Red Cross encourages individuals to make and keep appointments
to give blood throughout the seasons. Blood is a perishable product that can only come
from generous volunteer blood donors. Each day, more than 39,000 pints of blood are
needed by patients across the United States. For more information on the Red Cross,
www.redcrossblood.org.

SEASONS ON THE SQUARE
Supports Breast Cancer Research
October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and
On The Square is helping support breast cancer research,
raise awareness and help find a cure for this worthy cause.
Annually, Brighton, an American national leather and
jewelry company, creates commemorative “Power of
Pink” jewelry. Brighton is a strong supporter of
women’s health issues and has contributed over $2.8
million dollars specifically towards breast cancer
charities. A $5 donation will be made to breast cancer
research for each Brighton bracelet that is purchased in
October. Bracelets are available at Seasons On The
Square, which is located at One Lincolnway in Valparaiso.
Seasons On The Square offers a beautiful selection of
classic contemporary clothing and accessories for
women who appreciate trends with timeless style. Also
at Seasons On The Square throughout October, Not
Your Daughter’s Tummy Tuck Jeans is offering a
limited edition Pink Stitched Jean. The Susan G.
Komen Foundation for Breast Cancer Research
will receive a donation with each purchase. For
more information, call Seasons On The Square at
465-0165.

HAITI DOCUMENTARY
To Be Screened In Chicago
On Oct. 18,a new documentary by Calvin Standifer titled “Catastrophic Magnitude: A
Lifeline to Hope and Healing,” will be screened at Columbia College’s Film Row Cinema,
located at 1104 South Wabash, Chicago. Sponsored by the Columbia’s Television
Department, the screening will begin at 6 p.m. with a brief introduction by Standifer, an
alumnus of the college and the department. Standifer first became interested in Haiti
about three months after the earthquake while working on another documentary for
Chicago’s WTTW. News outlets were reporting that money and help were flooding into
the country, but Calvin was interested in how the funds and assistance were actually
getting there, and whether they were getting to residents directly affected by the natural
disaster. Calvin has traveled to Haiti four times since June with the help of Life for the
World, an organization dedicated to providing hope and healing to the country of Haiti.
A brief talk by Michael Fedele, founder of Life for the World, will follow the screening, as
well as a performance from “Artist Earthman” Richard Laurent and a reception in the
lobby with light refreshments.
Founder of Life for the World Michael
Fedele has worked in Haiti since
2002. Traveling with Fedele, Standifer
was able to meet Haitian residents
with interesting stories to tell, and visit
and film tent villages and other areas
not captured by general media. Calvin
interviewed non-profit organizations
such as Link Haiti as well as religious
groups, schools, companies creating
new jobs to stimulate the economy
and more. He captured footage from Life for the World’s food distributions, the daily
lives of children of Maranatha School and Orphanage and the overall destruction from
the earthquake. The film also features interviews with Dr. Christopher McIntire of
Hammond, Indiana (Board Member and doctor at Maranatha) and director of public
relations for Life For The World, Monica Jimenez.The trailer for the documentary is
available at www.vimeo.com/13283616. Life For The World exists to provide hope and
healing to the country of Haiti through partnering with their New York Satellite team and
volunteers to help provide food, clothing, medical aid and sustainability to the people of
Haiti and the children of The Maranatha School and Orphanage in Source Matelas, Haiti.
The Maranatha School and Orphanage is the home to over 140 children. For more
information, visit www.lifefortheworld.com.
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Area United Ways announce new Community Challenge Grant
New effort to match dollar
for dollar, select contributions
The United Ways in Lake and Porter counties have
announced a new broaden-the-base community
challenge matching grant opportunity to draw new
donors to the effort and to encourage current
contributors to step up and increase their donation. The
grant opportunity is made possible by the Indiana
Association of United Ways with support from Lilly
Endowment. It is designed to help local communities
rebuild their campaigns which have suffered because of
the economy as well as to encourage new donors in
2010 and 2011.
Under terms of the grant, it will match dollar-for-dollar
all new corporate, union treasury, employee, personal
leadership contributions of $1,000 or more and
individual gifts at any amount. For current givers who
increase their donation, the grant will match the
increased portion 100 percent. Donors who have
decreased their giving or had temporarily halted their
gift can help their community claim the match by
resuming their support.
“Indiana United Ways have had a tough fund raising

Toth-O
Olson
joins
Rittenhouse

Stefanie Toth-Olson

Michigan City’s new
Rittenhouse Senior Living
Community, welcomes
Stefanie Toth-Olson as their
Marketing and Sales
Director. She is a seasoned
marketer of 17 years and
looks forward to serving
seniors and family
members of LaPorte
County. She enjoys
working with people to
provide the best possible
services as well as topnotch personalized care,
and she is proud to be part
of Rittenhouse, which
believes residents come
first – in everything.

Breast Cancer
Awareness
Program
Porter Health System’s
Healthy Woman Program
will present an educational
seminar entitled, “Breast
Cancer Awareness,” by
Interventional Radiologist
Esther Lee, MD. During her
presentation, Dr. Lee will
discuss breast cancer
detection, the role of
mammography in younger
women, digital versus
analog mammograms, and
coordinated breast care.
The program will be held
on Monday, October 18 at
6:30 pm at the Portage
YMCA, 3100 Willowcreek
Road, Portage and Monday,
October 25 at 6:30 pm at
the Duneland YMCA, 215
Roosevelt St., Chesterton.
Porter’s Healthy Woman
program is a free
community resource
designed to empower
women with the knowledge
and confidence to make
informed healthcare and
well-being decisions for
themselves and their loved
ones. Pre-registration is
required. To learn more
about Porter’s Healthy
Woman program or to
become a member, call 1800-541-1861 or visit
www.nwihealthywoman.com

environment since 2008, and we wanted to provide an
incentive program to attract new and increasing giving,”
Roger Frick, Lake Are United Way’s president, said.
“Each community United Way is eligible for 10 percent
of what they raised in 2007.”
Based on that formula, the Lake Area United Way is
eligible for a maximum of $524,000 over the next two
campaigns. The United Way of Porter County can draw
down a total of $214,000. In order to secure the match
grant, both organizations must first raise new
contributions.
The grant will be used by both United Ways to support
a new “Success by Six” initiative to prepare young
children to enter kindergarten ready to learn as well as
other local and regional collaborations.
Local volunteer leaders say this is a wonderful
opportunity for United Way supporters in Lake and
Porter counties to make an even bigger impact in their
home community.
“We really hope this community grant opportunity will
encourage people and organizations to join us in our
work in the critical areas of education, financial stability
and health,” Ray Kasmark, business manager of IBEW
Local 697 and campaign chair for Lake Area United Way,
said.

Jean Phelps and her husband Jerry are co-owners of
Express Employment Professionals and co-campaign
chairs for the United Way of Porter County. She said in
these tough economic times with ever increasing
community needs, this match grant will multiply the
impact of the donor’s gift.
“These are the basics we all need to live a better life
in Northwest Indiana,” Phelps said.
For more information about making a contribution or
setting up a new workplace campaign to take advantage
of the community challenge matching grant opportunity,
contact the Lake Area United Way at 219-923-2302, or
visit www.lauw.org. To contact the United Way of Porter
County, call 219-464-3583, or visit www.unitedwaypc.org.
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Porter County Community Foundation and United Way of Porter County
The Porter County Community Foundation and United Way of Porter County gave away a total of
$10,000 in grants at their Nonprofit Expo on Oct. 5. Representatives from Dunes Learning Center,
Every Child Ministries, Frontline Foundations, Gabriel’s Horn Homeless Shelter, HealthLinc and
Prevent Child Abuse Porter County celebrate their good fortune as recipients of the grants awarded
that evening. More than 400 staff members and volunteers representing 70 different nonprofit
organizations participated in the event that was held at the Porter County Expo Center.

OCTOBER

saturday 16th

Business After Hours

The European Market is still open in downtown Chesterton every
Saturday from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. throughout October. The European
Market will be holding an end-of-the-season fall celebration on
October 30 entitled Pumpkin Palooza. For more information, call
926-5513.

European Market

wednesday 13th

Lakeshore Area Regional Recovery of Indiana will be hosting a
Business After Hours event on 5-7 p.m. at the LARRI office,
located in the Lake Business Center, 9200 Calumet Ave., Suite
N-510 in Munster. For more information, call 836-1325, or visit
www.larri.info.

Oil Painting

“Beginning oil painting” presented by Susan Young will take place
at The Portage Public Library from 10 a.m.-4 pm. Project will be
“Polar Bears in Winter. For more information, call 763-1508, or
visiy www.pcpls.lib.in.us.

thursday 14th

Speed Dating

Low Vision Support

Speed dating on Sweetest Day will take place at the Hampton Inn,
8936 Calumet Ave. in Munster at 7 p.m. Complimentary
caricatures, chair massages and hors d’ oeuvres will be available.
Cost is $25 in advance, $40 at door. For more information, call
805-3283, or visit www.singlelifestylemagazine.com.

The Visiting Nurse Association of Porter County will present
‘Lower Your Blood Pressure’ at 12:15 p.m. at Village Park
Enrichment Center at Banta in Valparaiso. For more information
or to RSVP, call 531-8009.

Book Discussion

sunday 17th

“Bowling Across America: 50 States in Rented Shoes” by Mike
Walsh is this year’s Books to Bridge the Region selection. For
more information, visit www.lcplin.org, or call 769-3541, ext. 340.

Portage Community Market

The market, located at Founders’ Square Park on Central Avenue
in Portage, will be open from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. on Sundays
throughout October. Items available for purchase include
vegetables, breads, flowers and crafts. For more information, call
762-1675.

friday 15th
Hunter Safety Course

Classes instructed by the Department of Natural Resources,
designed to help prevent hunting accidents will take place at the
Portage Yacht Club, today 6-9 p.m., and Saturday 9 a.m-5 p.m.
For more information, call 762-1675, or visit www.ci.portage.in.us.

monday 18th
Lyric Opera Lectures

Knitting Class

The Lyric Opera Lectures series will take place at the Portage
Public Library at 7 p.m. Lectures will be about operas from this
season of the Lyric Opera of Chicago performances and
presented by a Lyric Core Opera member. For more information,
call 763-1508, or visit www.pcpls.lib.in.us

The Lake County Public Library will host a class that is available
to both beginners and the experienced at 11 a.m. Learn the
basics of knitting, or improve your skills. For more information,
call 769-3541, or visit www.lcplin.

The Franz Family

Science of Ghost Hunting

From the stages of Branson and the mountains of Arkansas, The
Franz Family will perform at South Haven Christian Church 780
Juniper Road in Valparaiso at 7 p.m. Refreshments offered after
show and Nursery provided. For more information, call 759.2575.

Cher Wright of Paranormal Sciences will teach how to investigate
the paranormal at South Haven Public Library from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Free event, pre-registration requested. For more information, call
759-4474, or visit www.pcpls.lib.in.us.

North Coast Dist. supports food pantry
Housing Opportunities would like to thank the
men and women of North Coast Distributing who
provided the Food Pantry with thousands of pounds
of goods. What began as a competition between
collection teams into a vast donation canned goods,
cleaning supplies, toiletries and other nonperishable goods. We are thankful for the donation
made by North Coast Distributing.

tuesday 19th
Bridge Club

Portage Duplicate Bridge Club meets at Woodland Park every
Tuesday. Doors open at 10:30 a.m., games start at 11 a.m. Cost
is $6 per person. For more information, call Jim at 477-6441.

Gardening

“What You Want to Know About Pruning” by Master Gardener
George Brenn will take place at the Lake County Public Library in
Merrillville beginning at 7 p.m. For more information, call 7693541, ext. 317, or visit www.lcplin.org.

wednesday 20th
Healing with Laughter

Healing with Laughter Yoga is Certified Instructor Tanaz Bamboat
will lead a special yoga class with laughing techniques. Please
register online or by calling the library. Visit www.lcplin.org/pgmcnla.htm or call 769-3541, ext. 317 to register.

thursday 21st
Halloween Scenes

“BOO 13 Scenes from Halloween,” first Act is a Series of 12
short Halloween Scenes and the second act a one Act Play Titled
“Slaughterville Playhouse. Tickets are $9 and are on sale now by
calling 947-4922 or on the web at www.m-mproductions.com/boo
/Welcome.html.

Adult Yoga

Basic gentile yoga stretches and breadth of techniques will be
introduced at the Portage Yacht Club from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. It is
open for adult men and women and the cost is $35. Please
register by calling 762-1675.

Health Care Discussion

The Lakeshore Chamber of Commerce will host a discussion
about Health Care Reform, at the Porter County Expo Center
The Expo luncheon will be from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. and the
Business Expo will then begin. For more information, call 9311000, or visit www.lakeshorechamber.
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