
by Rey Perez

Roofs? No problem. 
Gutter replacement? Child’s play.  
Landscaping and electrical? Go for it. 
Whether small or large, tasks like these

are all in a day’s work for the folks at
Rebuilding Together-Valparaiso.

Rebuilding Together is the largest
volunteer housing rehabilitation
organization in America. They have
affiliates in 865 cities and towns
throughout all 50 states.  One of those
affiliates is Rebuilding Together-Valparaiso,
an organization that has been open for
business since way back in 1990. 

In its nearly 20 years of service,
Rebuilding Together-Valparaiso has
focused on aiding the elderly, the disabled
and the very low-income with the help of
thousands of volunteers from throughout
the community.

One of the most recent beneficiaries of
the work of Rebuilding Together-Valparaiso
was Marilyn Houston.  Houston, a resident
of Valparaiso, lives in the same home
today as she did in 1953.   

Her husband, Tom, who altered his birth

certificate and
joined the Navy at
the age of 15,
served during the
latter stages of WWII
in North Africa before
returning home and
starting a family with
Houston.  She moved
into the home with her husband
before he was again deployed to Pearl
Harbor during the Korean War. 

The proud father and patriot passed
away in 1971, and Houston has chosen to
remain in the house ever since.

As the years have passed, Houston has
done her best to maintain the home, and
has done a great job of it according to
Rebuilding Together-Valparaiso’s Chairman
John Albers, who coordinated the effort.
However, with the cold Midwest winter on
its way, the vintage home showed signs of
its age and Houston decided to apply for
assistance.  

After reviewing her application, the
selection committee of Rebuilding
together-Valparaiso went into Houston’s
home to determine if it was a project they

could handle. 
“We don’t have a one size fits all,”

Albers said when referring to how the
committee selects applicants from the
many requests they receive.

However, Houston was an easy selection
being that she is elderly and a widow of a
veteran.  

On Oct. 2, about a dozen volunteers had
no problem doing small electrical work
and some landscaping on the home, but
they quickly realized the window
replacement would be too large and too
expensive of a project for them to tackle.
That is where the Sears “Heroes at Home”
initiative came in. 

The Heroes at Home program, which
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Gil Drugs, located at 52 Lincolnway in downtown Valparaiso, will host a JOBST
Leg Health clinic from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. A 20 percent discount will be given to all
JOBST stocking purchases. For more information, call Chris at 462-4146.

Woodland Park in Portage will host Dare to Ride hayrides and good old fashioned
ghostly storytelling at 7 p.m. and 8:15 p.m. Cost is $3 per person, free for children
4 and under. For more information, call 762-165. 

Saint Anthony Memorial Chesterton Health Center, located at Indian Boundary and
Roberts Road, will hold their groundbreaking ceremony at 1:30 p.m. For more
information, call 926-5513

Porter County Chamber Coalition will host a Network Night at the Porter County
Expo Center at the Porter County Fairgrounds from 3-9 p.m. For more information,
call 462-1105.

Over the years, Rebuilding Together-Valparaiso
has worked on over 300 houses. In recent

years, the group has provided much needed
renovations to the following:

2009 – 35 homes and not-for-profit organizations

2006 – 40 homes and not-for profit organizations

2005 – 34 homes and not-for profit organizations

2004 – 32 homes and not-for-profit organizations

Adam Steiner, Residential
Designer for Steiner Homes, has had

a successful run this year.  
Steiner Homes is opening their

fourth model this calendar year, at
165 Carrington Circle, Valparaiso.

“We have sold and moved out of our
three previous models, and I’m

thrilled to design another floor plan
that is both practical and distinctive,”

he said.
While his whole team is involved
in model home locations and the

precise features offered in the floor
plan, ultimately it’s up to Dan and

Valerie Steiner to make the final
decisions.  

“It gets better.” “It’s amazing.” 
These enthusiastically delivered
statements refer to life and were

made by teens in a public service
announcement replayed on a recent
television news segment addressing

the growing problem of adolescent
suicide. The story centered on the

promising Rutgers University student
who ended his life last month in

response to cyber-bullying.

- see page 2

Rebuilding  Together  for  the  Community

by Carl Kurek

What usually comes to mind when the
word “roast” is muttered is what mom puts
on the table for dinner. 

But a new type of roast is becoming
popular nowadays. One that can provide
far more entertainment than any slab of
meat that has sat in a 350 degree oven for
25 to 30 minutes ever could. Sorry mom.

The dictionary describes this type of
roast as a facetious ceremonial tribute in
which the guest of honor is both praised
and good-naturedly insulted in a
succession of speeches by friends and
acquaintances.  

Portage Mayor Olga Velazquez was
subjected to such an honor at an event
held last Saturday at the Portage Yacht
Club. 

The whole idea of a roast started as a
competition between Velazquez,
Councilman Brenden Clancy and Sen.
Karen Tallian. And the people spoke – well
voted – to again elect Velazquez, only this
time not to lead the city, but to be served
up as the main course at a roast hosted
by the Portage Parks and Recreation
Foundation.

“You have to have tough skin to be a
mayor,” a confident Velazquez said before
the event as she reassured guests that
she would be able to withstand the verbal
onslaught that was to come.   

The individuals chosen as the evenings
“roasters” were Tallian, Clancy, Portage
School Board Member Debra Ekdahl,
Velazquez’s sister Robin and Velazquez’s
husband of 32 years Julio. 

Olga  Velazquez  endures  roast  courtesy  of  friends
and  friendly  foes,  park  department  benefits

- continued on page 13

TTrriicckk-oorr-TTrreeaatt  TTiimmeess
Chesterton - Oct. 3Oth

5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Hobart - Oct. 31st
4:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Valparaiso - Oct. 31st
5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Portage - Oct. 31st
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.



by Harriet Fagan

“It gets better.” “It’s amazing.” 
These enthusiastically delivered statements refer to life and were made by teens in a

public service announcement replayed on a recent television news segment
addressing the growing problem of adolescent suicide. The story centered on the
promising Rutgers University student who ended his life last month in response to
cyber-bullying. 

The intent of the announcement is to encourage young adults to value life and the
promise it holds for them, and dissuade them from taking permanent action to alleviate
their temporary perceived pain and despair.

This column previously touched on the topic of teen suicide in August. We are
focusing on it again because, as with any other epidemic, this growing threat deserves
further exploration. More importantly, you and your children deserve and need
additional information and resources to deal with this very real danger. 

You see, the fact is that each day, approximately 11.5 youth suicides occur. And,
while suicides among the general populace have decreased in the last generation,
teen suicide rates have tripled.

How can you prevent such an irrevocable tragedy from occurring in your family? 
For starters, do not assume that it could not happen to your child. Withhold

judgment and listen carefully to what your child says, and watch for changes in his
behavior. 

Warning signs include the presence of a
psychiatric disorder such as
depression, expression of
suicidal or death thoughts,
impulsive and aggressive
behavior, increasing use of
alcohol or drugs, exposure
to another’s
suicidal
behavior, a
recent severe
stressor and
family
instability

or significant family conflict. 
If you observe mild warning signs, ask your teen if they are depressed or thinking

about suicide. If their responses to your inquiries are in the affirmative, seek
appropriate help. Never take a suicide threat lightly.

Remind them there is always an alternative to suicide, and that therapy and
medication have proved helpful to a large percentage of depressed teens. Do not
hesitate to take a depressed teen to a physician.

Abundant suicide prevention assistance is available. For example, you can have a
risk assessment performed by someone trained in applied suicide intervention skills.
Both the Family and Youth Service Bureau at 219-464-9585 and A Positive Approach to
Teen Health at 219-548-8783 can provide names.

A Suicide Quick Reference Assessment is provided at www.indianacares.org. Also at
this Web site, you will find a video produced by the Society for Prevention of Teen
Suicide entitled “Not My Kid: What Every Parent Should Know.” Additional resources
await you and your child at www.teenhelp.com and www.teensuicide.us.

Locally, emergency mental health services are always available by calling Porter-
Starke Services at 219-531-3500. The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 800-273-
TALK or 877-SUICIDA for Spanish, the Northwest Indiana Suicide Prevention Council at
219-757-1972, and the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention at 202-237-2280 or
www.afsp.org are also at your service.

Whether or not you feel your teen is on a dangerous course, always remind them
how much you and others love and value them. And, be sure to let them know that life
is “amazing” and “It gets better.””
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Empowering teens to make healthy choices
Expert encourages young adults to value
life and the promise it holds for them

Harriet Fagan will focus on teen health topics, expect to find researched
information here about sex, drugs, alcohol, tobacco, dating violence, and teen
trends. You’ll also learn about teens and adults in your community who are
providing adolescents with guidance in these areas. The columns will aim to
enlighten you and help you and your teens navigate the ever-changing
challenges of adolescence.
Fagan is married to her high school sweetheart, mother to two grown
daughters, and grandmother to one delightful four-year-old girl. She is a
former secondary teacher, a freelance writer and marketing communications
assistant for A Positive Approach to Teen Health. For questions email her at
thechroniclenwi@comcast.net.

Resources for Parents and Teens
www.teensuicide.us  or  www.teenhelp.com

The National Suide
Prevention Lifeline:
800-273-TALK

American Foundation
for Suicide Prevention
202-237-2280



Since Halloween is quickly
approaching there are a lot of
preparations that people are making.
Some people are buying candy, others
are putting together costumes, and still
others are sending out invitations and
planning parties. 

There are some people who want more
from their Halloween – they want to see a
ghost. 

Like any sort of ghost hunter, you have
to know where to look, and what it is that
you are looking for. Fortunately for those
who hope to catch a glimpse of the
supernatural though, Indiana is rife with
ghost stories and legends.

The most famous ghost story in
Northwest Indiana is the tale of Diana of
the Dunes. As her name might imply, this
woman lived out on the dunes, but her
name was actually Alice Gray. As a
former publisher who was losing her
eyesight, Gray moved out to a cabin on
the Dunes where she could swim – often
in the nude as the story goes – and walk
in the woods. 

She eventually met and lived with a
man named Paul Wilson who treated her
terribly. Alice died in Michigan City in
1925 in the home she shared with Wilson.
Her death was the result of medical
complications, uremic poisoning that was
hastened along by repeated blows to the
back and stomach. Her ghost is said to
have been sighted in the Dunes State
Park, often walking along the trails or out
into Lake Michigan.

In the town of Plymouth, found at the

intersection of U.S. Highways 30 and 31,
there is also a unique ghost story to be
found. 

In the year 2002 the Hayloft Restaurant,
which was an actual barn until the
conversion in the 1970s, was a haunted
restaurant. The Hayloft ghost, which was
described by those who saw him as a
farmer in bib overalls, was a very
enigmatic specter. Witnesses who saw
the ghost also claimed that he smelled
like wood smoke – raising questions as
to just what his unfinished business
might have been.

For Northwest Indiana residents who
are looking for a more local haunt, so to
speak, there is also the story of La
Llorona in Gary. The story of the ghost
has two different versions, the first is
much older and comes from Mexico City,
and the second is completely home
grown in our portion of the state.

The original version of the ghost story
has all of the classic elements of a
romance gone awry. Years and years ago

there was a widow who lived
with her children in a
small town near Mexico
City. Though beautiful,
a young
nobleman refused
to marry her
because she had
children.

by Easter Becker-Smith

I recently took my nieces to the Washington
Park Zoo in Michigan City. Arielle, 7, is fearless.
She boldly steps forward and goes after what
she wants. But 12-year-old Camille is more timid
and not a risk taker.

When we came to the barn where you can feed
and pet animals, Arielle eagerly went to the
Alpacas, stretched her hand and petted the
female. She giggled, delighted to feel their soft,
warm and wavy wool.  

Camille stood by, curious, but not ready to pet
the Alpacas. I remember having the same fear
when I was a child and went to a petting zoo. I
encouraged Camille, but she did not want to reach
out and touch the animals. 

We next went to the goats. 
They boldly stuck their heads out between the fence

posts and competed for the food zoo visitors held in
their hands. Arielle wanted to buy food as quickly as
possible and she rushed to the goats, feeding them and
laughing as they licked her hand and gobbled the small
nuggets of grains. 

She stayed with the goats quite awhile and was
intrigued by the way each one nudged their way, to stick
out their heads and get their share of food. Some were
more aggressive than others and I laughed to myself
that Arielle must be relating to the goats’ spirit of
audaciously stepping up and getting what they wanted.

My timid niece once again stood
back and watched. I wanted her to

experience the goats eating
from her hand, so I
encouraged her and then
finally convinced her to

feed them. 
She cautiously handed them

a nibble of food, not wanting them
to lick her hand. I reminded her that
this is like feeding her dog and
that they would not bite her, but
she was not fully convinced that
she wanted to be part of the event.

I thought about the habit
Camille had of standing back

watching the world, but not
fully participating. I
wondered how many times

in the future she might miss
finding joy because she was

too fearful of stepping out of her
comfort zone. 

“Camille,” I said, “Being afraid can be good. There are
times when fear keeps you safe and keeps you from
doing harmful things. You can also miss out on things,
though because of fear. When you know doing
something is safe, but you are afraid, try, give yourself a
nudge and do something new.” 

I took her over to the Alpacas and said, “Come on,
let’s pet him.” 

She looked at me as if I asked her to pet a porcupine.
I knew I had to take the lead for Camille to find the
courage to reach out and touch this tall and somewhat
strange looking animal. 

I faced the Alpaca and looked into his eyes. He was

beautiful, with eyelashes that were so long and curled,
they looked like they belonged on a diva actress from
the silent movie era.   

I rubbed his head and felt awestruck by his big softly
focused brown eyes and his gentleness. A complete
calm come over me. I heard myself telling him that he
was a beautiful animal. He gently bent his head and
nuzzled my neck and chest, thanking me for petting him. 

I heard Camille, quietly say, “aww!” and then her hand
reached up and she stroked the Alpaca’s neck. “He’s so
soft,” she exclaimed in a hushed voice. We petted him a
few moments more and then walked away.

“Isn’t it fun to try new things?” I asked Camille. She
smiled and shook her head yes. I told her I was proud of
her for overcoming her fear. I felt such joy for Camille
and for the touching moments I experienced
communicating with a beautiful animal.

It feels good to step out of your comfort zone and do
something different. We achieve personal growth by
experiencing new things and facing our fears. Give
yourself a nudge, or even a push to do something that
you have felt uncomfortable about doing, but want to
experience. You will feel the pride of taking a bold step,
and the joy of the new encounter.
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Give yourself a nudge

Local areas with
ghostly connections

Step out of your
comfort zone

Easter Becker Smith provides coaching for
individuals, groups and corporate teams.
She coaches individuals to help them
discover their own path to balance and
fulfillment in their lives.  She brings her
years of experience in business as a highly
regarded leader to help companies improve
their productivity and efficiency by learning
how to better communicate with each other.
Visit her website at www.coacheaster.com.

Ghost stories from the area

- continued on page 15



This October is very special.
It has five Fridays,

five
Saturdays

and five
Sundays.

This
happens

once in 823
years.

by Shannon Franko

Today’s busy lifestyles have spurred the
need to develop new banking technology to
keep pace with changes in the way we work
and play.  

Electronic banking includes common
products such as ATM cards, direct deposit
and online banking. While these services
have been offered for decades, many people
still opt for more traditional means of
banking, such as opting to receive a payroll
check, withdrawing cash from a teller or
tracking their spending using a paper
checkbook register. 

However, there is no denying that
convenience banking is here to stay.

Online banking has made visits to the
bank almost completely unnecessary for
customers. By signing into a secure site,
consumers have instant access to their
balances, transaction details and past
statements. In addition, transfers can be
completed as needed or set-up automatically
to cover overdrafts.  

By utilizing bill payment services,
customers can pay their bills electronically
and have greater control when payments are
delivered. Payments can be made manually
each month or set-up on a recurring basis.
Other advantages of electronic bill payment
include purchasing fewer stamps and not
having paper statements with sensitive
information sitting in your mailbox – or your
neighbor’s mailbox for that matter.

Text message alerts are another feature of
online banking that have become very
popular. These messages can be
customized, so the text can inform
customers when their balance is below or
above a certain threshold, when a deposit or
transfer has been generated or when a
payment has been completed. For users who
do not use a cell phone or texting services,
this same information may also be e-mailed
to the recipient.

Newer technology that allows invoices to
be directly sent to the consumer through
their online banking service, has made it
possible to avoid receiving paper statements
altogether. This service, commonly referred
to as electronic billing or e-billing, is popular
because it allows the ultimate convenience
for the end user. It is particularly desirable
for individuals who travel frequently, access
their banking from remote locations or want
to avoid paper statements, which can be
easily misplaced or lost.  

E-bills also serve as a reminder of when
payments are due, so consumers can avoid
costly late fees and the negative impact they
can have on their credit score. One more
benefit of e-bills and electronic bill payment
is that it is environmentally friendly.

More advanced technology includes
services such as remote deposit, where
checks are electronically deposited straight
into an account, bypassing the need to visit
the bank altogether. Businesses have been
using this service for years in order to

streamline operations and avoid repeated
trips to the bank. This service will likely
become even more popular with consumer
customers with the advent of smart phones
and scanning devices.  

While some of the behavioral changes are
generational in nature, senior citizens are
increasingly embracing this new technology.
The advantages of having online banking
access to your accounts far outweigh the
perceived risks with the advanced security
features today.

Banking online has never been safer and
new advances in security are developing
rapidly. In fact, the best way to monitor fraud
and protect your accounts is by utilizing
online banking.  

Peoples Bank offers online banking, online
bill payment and e-bills free with any
checking account. We also offer free Internet
access in our lobby to assist customers in
setting up their accounts. Come in today for
a free demonstration.
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Haunted Hayride & Magic Show
Woodland Park is offering fun for the whole family

with haunted hayrides and Halloween magic shows
starting at 6:30 p.m. today, Oct. 29 and Oct. 30. Cost for
hayrides is $2 per rider. Cost for magic show is $5 per
person or $20 for family of 4 or more. 

Scaryoke
Karaoke with a Halloween twist will take place Oct. 30

at the Portage Yacht Club from 8 p.m.-1 a.m. Cost is $10
per person and includes hors d’oeuvres. 

Kids Party
Tri Kappa will host a Kids Halloween Party from 11:30

a.m.-1:30 p.m. at Woodland Park. Cost is $6 per person.
Children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult. 

For more information about any of these events, call
762-1675.

For more information on
People’s Bank, call your
local People’s bank at
(219) 462-4100 or visit
www.ibankpeoples.com.
You can come in and visit
Shannon Franko at
Peoples Bank,
905 Calumet Ave.,
Valparaiso.

Porter County residents
need Commissioner Bob
Harper! His opponents
criticize him for saying “no”
but they never tell you why.
I will tell you why.

Bob Harper says “no” to
overspending and other
decisions that can affect
our wallets.  Bob Harper
says “no” to big
government. Bob Harper
says “no” to the RDA.

Bob Harper has always
spoken for the people of
Porter County. Please
speak out for him and vote
for Commissioner Bob
Harper on November 2nd.

David A. Butterfield,
Valparaiso

Convenience  Banking  is  here  to  stayLetter  to  the  Editor

DDiidd  YYoouu  KKnnooww

WWoommeenn’’ss  SShhooww
The annual Women’s Show at the Porter County Expo

Center has expanded this year.
Activities, samples and seminars are included in the

Nov. 6 event. The Indoor Garage Sale starts at 8 a.m.
and runs through 3 p.m. The Women’s Show and Bridal
Fair is 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

An all-inclusive $2 admission covers access to all
events at the Expo Center, 215 E. Division Road. For
more information, call (219) 464-0133.

Area happenings
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by David Gring

Adam Steiner, Residential Designer for Steiner Homes,
has had a successful run this year.  

Steiner Homes is opening their fourth model this
calendar year, at 165 Carrington Circle, Valparaiso.  “We
have sold and moved out of our three previous models,
and I’m thrilled to design another floor plan that is both
practical and distinctive,” he said.

While his whole team is involved in model home
locations and the precise features offered in the floor
plan, ultimately it’s up to Dan and Valerie Steiner to
make the final decisions.  

“I’m blessed with being surrounded by a wonderful
team of employees,” Steiner said. “Whether it is
Courtney Krull, our design consultant, David Gring, our
director of sales, or Ryan Zentz, our director of
operations, every team member provides their thoughts
as to what our customers want to see in a new home,”
Steiner said.  “We weigh all the possibilities, and build a
memorable home.”

Steiner Homes offers more than 40 floor plans on their
website, including standard features and pricing of every
home. 

The latest model, located in The Highlands
subdivision, is a larger version of The Rockwell floor

plan, featuring four bedrooms,
three-and-a-half baths, and a
three-car garage, all within 3,277
finished square feet.  

The home is built on a one-
plus acre lot, with a price tag of
$429,000. Steiner has created a
front elevation in the Frank Lloyd
Wright style, in harmony with the
“prairie style” home sites of The
Highlands.

“We are very thankful for all of
our customers that have asked
us to build for them this year and
previous years,” Dan Steiner
said. “We delight in working
closely with our customers, and
having them enjoy the sales,
design, selection, building, and
closing processes.” 

Steiner Homes builds year-
round.  With interest rates at
historical low levels, material costs in line and
developers working to sell home sites, it’s the best time
to consider building a new home.

The Highlands Rockwell Model Home is open Monday

through Saturday, noon-4 p.m., and Sunday, 1-4 p.m.
For more information on floor plans and home sites
offered by Steiner Homes, please visit the website at
www.steinershomesltd.com  or call  David Gring, (219)
916-3744.  

Steiner Homes opens fourth model home this year

You can g et a jump on your holiday shopping – and
relieve some seasonal stress – by taking advantage of the
annual Holidaze Arts and Craft show in the Porter County
Expo Center, Valparaiso,  Nov.20-21.  Hours are Saturday,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission
is $1 each day.

Shoppers browse at their own pace while experiencing
holiday light displays and  music.

There are 170 vendors offering a wide range of gifts and
home décor, from florals, ceramics, furniture, art, candy
and arts and crafts created by vendors from six states in
the heartland. There are even gifts for pets.

The featured artist is Denise Smith of Valparaiso. Denise
is representing Carol’s Voice, a non-profit organization.
They offer handmade photography note cards. 

The organization was started by Denise’s brother-in-law
and his daughters. They started it to bring awareness to
cardiac syncope and, in Carol’s case, a direct relation to
heart disease. Their work has been featured on the national
news. They will be happy to share the news of their work,
with connections to their efforts and Web site.  

But that’s just one artist among the many at the
traditional Valparaiso arts and craft show. There will also be
food vendors to resupply the energy of shoppers.

Holidaze Sell-a-bration 



by Clint Turpen
Q:  I  keep  seeing  advertisements  for  jobs  that  pay  a  lot  of

money  just  for  stuffing  envelopes  or  secret  shopping.  Are
these  offers  legitimate?

A: How could there be a recession and such high
unemployment when there are apparently a ton of
companies in need of people to stuff envelopes, often for
as much as $10 per unit? The answer, of course, is that
this is an example of a work-at-home scam. There is no
job, just a quick way to lose money.

The first envelope stuffing scams actually appeared
during the Great Depression. Today, they appear in
newspapers, all over the Internet and even on signs posted
to telephone poles. But what actually happens if you try to
apply for this non-existent job?

First, you pay. The company asks you for money to
cover the cost of training materials. This is the absolute,
number one, easiest way to spot a work-at-home scam. If
they are asking you to pay them, it is a scam, every time.

But what happens if you pay for these materials?
Thousands of envelopes show up for you to stuff at $10 a
pop and you start planning your early retirement, right?

Wrong.
Sometimes the scam just ends there – they take your

money and run. If not, what you will receive is information
on how to start your own business by perpetuating the
envelope stuffing scam. You get to put up posters and run
ads in the newspaper in an attempt to trick other people
into falling for the scam. 

In the meantime, since you were applying for what you
thought was a job, you probably revealed all your personal
information to the company you thought you would be
working for. That opens you up to identity theft. If they are
crooked enough to run an envelope-stuffing scheme, I
would not put anything past them.

The fact is, the Internet has been brimming with work-at-
home scams for years, and during our recent economic
troubles, it seems they have only become more prevalent.
There are numerous other examples of fake work-at-home
offers. One of the most damaging is the Secret Shopper
Scam.

It starts when you get an e-mail offering work as a
secret shopper. The message promises big money for
easy work – another common feature of this type of fraud.
If you respond to the message, you will be instantly

“hired” to perform mystery shopper duties at area retailers.
Soon, a letter arrives, along with a cashier’s check for

around $3,000, along with instructions to cash the check,
keeping around $150 as payment. They tell you to wire the
remaining funds back to them. You are usually led to
believe you are checking out the customer service at
Western Union or Moneygram, and if anyone asks you are
supposed to tell them it is for a relative in Canada.

A few days later, you find out that the cashier’s check
was a counterfeit, and that you are on the hook for the
money you took out. Since you already wired the money
out of the country, there is no way to get it back.

It is a commonly held misconception that someone else
will cover it if you cash a fake check. However, the financial
institution whose name and routing number are on the
counterfeit did not issue it. Would you feel obligated to
cover a fake check someone else wrote against your
account?

Your financial institution will not cover it, either. They do
not know who created that fake check – you are the only
person they saw with the check, and there remains a
possibility that you printed it yourself and did not
wire it to anyone. 

If banks and credit unions start covering
fraudulent checks brought in by their customers,
they open themselves up to disaster.

The same rule that applies to Lottery Scams
applies here – if someone is sending you a
check, asking you to cash it and wire
money back to them, you are
looking at a scam.
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We
Carry

Tires!

762-0405

Rt. 6 Across From PORTAGE HIGH SCHOOL

Your One-Stop, On-the-Spot
Auto Service Headquarters

PORTAGE TIRE
& Auto Service

Now Get

instant rebate
on any 4 Tires in stock!

$50$50
For Appt. Call

* Coupon Card is valid at the store location where you purchased your service, to use on your next visit toward
any service. Mail must be received by December 31, 2010. Limit two request per household.

www.portagetire.com

Mon. 8-5;
Tues. & Wed. 8-6;

Thur.8-5;
Fri. 8-6;Sat. 8-2

YOUR COMPLETE NEIGHBORHOOD AUTOMOTIVE CENTER

now till 10-30-10

HOURS:

Check Our
Website for

Fall Specials

Work-at-Home Scams

Clint Turpen, marketing specialist at Regional
Federal Credit Union is a certified Identity theft
risk specialist. Currently, he is the author of
Federal Prevention Unit website at
http://fraudpreventionunit.org.

Many people choose to build decks with
composite materials because of the low-
maintenance characteristics of the product. As
cooler weather approaches, here’s a few things to
protect the look of your composite deck.

Basic Cleaning Recommendations
Composite materials reduce the re-occurring

work of painting, staining or sealing. But a regular
cleaning with an eco-friendly cleaner is required
Clean and spray the deck with a pressure washer
now. To clean with a power washer, use a fan tip
nozzle and spray in the direction of the
brush/grain pattern. Be sure to use recommended
maximum pressure of 1500 psi.

Ice and Snow Removal
For homeowners who live in harsh winter

environments, it is important to remove ice and
snow. For ice removal, use either rock salt or
calcium chloride on the composite surface. The
white residue, which can be removed by either
rinsing with water or a mild soap-and-water
solution.

Prevention Is Key
Composite products are formulated to inhibit

mildew growth and minimize staining. It is
important to rinse off any composite product
periodically with a hose in order to prevent the
build-up of pollen and debris. 

Just as you would rake and gather leaves from
your yard to maintain the grass, it is important to
clean decking in the fall to remove build-up. Even
if it appears clean, mildew stains may occur
where moisture, pollen and dirt are present.

Maintaining a clean, dry surface is the best
method to combat mildew. Ensure that water
drains effectively from your deck, and be sure that
gaps exist between planks to allow for adequate
drainage.

For more information about composite decking
care, visit www.timbertech.com.

Fall  and  winter  deck
maintenance  care



Get prepared for winter. First, make a list. 
You need caulk, fluorescent 13 watt light bulbs,

furnace filters, pipe insulation, window insulating kits,
foam outlet inserts, batteries for your smoke and carbon
monoxide detectors, a programmable thermostat and a
fire extinguisher.

These are very important items that will save you
energy costs as well as protect your family.

I just read where a cat saved the lives of a family of
four as they were overcome by carbon monoxide when
their furnace malfunctioned. The medical personnel said
five more minutes of inhaling these fumes and the family
would have been dead. Luckily because of the cat
licking the mother’s face she was able to dial 911. 

She could not speak, but the police arrived anyway.
Now not everyone is fortunate enough to have a cat. So
a carbon monoxide detector should be installed on each
floor of your home. 

Now! Today! Do not delay! 
Smoke alarms should be in every room and hallway,

especially the bedrooms. Remember to change those
batteries, even if they do not need to be changed, each
time we have a time change or every six months.

Now, you do not have to be handy to save money. To
go along with the life saving tips keep a fire extinguisher
in the garage, tool shed, kitchen and one downstairs. If
you have a separate furnace room, put one there. I have
seen too many people lose their precious possessions
due to a small blaze that could have been handled
quickly if an extinguisher was nearby. Above all, it saves
lives.

Here is a few energy saving tips. Caulk all window and
door openings from interior to exterior. If you do not
know how to use a caulk gun, buy the caulk in the
squeeze tubes. The perimeter walls of your home have
switch plates and outlet covers. Remove them with a
small standard screwdriver. Buy foam inserts that fit over

the switches and outlets, and replace the plates you
removed.

Check the bottom of your entry doors for air. Most
likely your sweep is worn out. Spray along the bottom
edge of the door where the sweep meets with WD 40
penetrating oil. Wait five minutes and slide the sweep
off. 

Go to the hardware store and buy a replacement.
Come back and install it. If it does not come off, buy one
that attaches to the outside of the door and install it.

Now go to your furnace and find the filter. Remove it,
take it with you when you go to the hardware store and
buy six more just like it. Bring them home and install
one. Then each month replace it with a new one.

While you are there, pick up some three-fourths inch
and one-half inch pipe insulation. They are in 4 foot
lengths. Bring them home and install them around all
your water pipes running under the home. The foam has
a split down the middle and easily slides on the pipe. If
you can get some duct tape around them after
installation, even better.

After checking your windows for air leaks, while at the
same store, buy the corresponding film insulation kits to
cover the inside of the window units. Attach to the wood
trim with two-sided tape. Then gently use your hairdryer
to blow hot air on the film causing it to shrink and give
you an air-tight fit.

Also, if you have not had your furnace cleaned in the
past two years, do it. Check your attic insulation. Make
sure it is at least 4 inches higher than the top of the
ceiling joists.

Wear extra clothing in the home. It is
cheaper than turning up the thermostat. Get
use to turning off the lights when leaving a
room. Keep your dryer vent clean. Only
use the dryer for full loads. This appliance
uses more energy than any other in the
home.

It sure cannot hurt to turn the thermostat down
two to four degrees when retiring for the night.
Your body temperature drops when you are at
rest and you can always throw on an

extra blanket.
Last but not least. Change

your incandescent light bulbs
to the 13 watt fluorescent bulbs.
The retail price of the bulb is higher,
however, changing will reduce energy
consumption 50 percent and the bulb will
last 10 times longer. 

You do not have to be handy to handle many of those
tips.

Good luck this winter, be safe and healthy. Get your
flu shots. It will save you money in the long run.

Until Next Month . . . Cecil

For future questions or concerns, call Cecil at Midwest
Remodeling Windows and Doors
at 219-465-8101 or 219-763-6314.
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Winter is coming, is your house prepared?
Be prepared for winter
with these helpful tips



Office Sought: Sheriff of Porter County Party: Republican
Family: Wife Donna, Daughters - Erica Turner of Indianapolis, Karen of
Valparaiso, step-sons Kurt and Kriss of Chesterton
Political Experience: Past Vice Precinct Committeeman Center
Township 9, Current Vice Precinct Committeeman Westchester 9, Past
Treasurer Center Twp. Republicans.
Occupation: Security Officer
Previous Government Experience: Deputy Porter Co. Coroner for 3
years prior to 33 year career at the Sheriff’s Police Department. Past

appointment as a Deputy U.S. Marshall.
Organizations: Chesterton Moose 1623, Chesterton American Legion, Indiana Funeral
Directors Assoc. N.R.A Life Member, Life Member North American Hunting and North American
Fishing Associations, Indiana Sheriff’s Association, Indiana Farm Bureau, Ducks Unlimited.
Goals: Increase drug enforcement and fight crimes associated with drug abuse. Bring fiscal
responsibility to the Sheriff’s office, address jail and 3rd POD problems and patrol staffing
concerns.

Office Sought: Portage Township Trustee Party: Democrat
Name: Brendan Clancy
Family: Wife Michelle, daughters Bonnie and Mary
Political Experience: Serving in my third year as Portage City Council
2nd District
Occupation: Owner and Operator of Clancy’s in Portage
Previous Government Experience: Three years in the Portage City
Council
Organizations: Member of the Kiwanis Club, honorary member of

Portage Firefighters Local 3151 and the Porter County Conservation Club in Valparaiso
Goals: The Bonner Center is one of our community’s greatest assets. The number of people it
serves and the services it provides continues to grow. I will work with the Ways and Means
Committee to assure our residents the quality of those programs will continue to be met.
Create a ‘Seniors Teaching Seniors’ program where retired volunteers share their professional
skills with our seniors – from computers and foreign languages to the arts.
Help put people back to work by further educating those who come to the Trustees office for
assistance by creating a comprehensive back-to-work program and by connecting with
agencies like Work One to give our clients the tools needed to get back on their feet.  
As a business owner I know the importance of working with budgets and stretching dollars. I
will pursue state and federal grants whenever available to improve township sidewalks, streets
and parks. I will encourage Neighborhood Watch programs. 
I will be a liaison for the township and will attend all county council meetings to give the people
in the unincorporated areas of Portage Township a greater voice.
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Brendan Clancy

Raph G. Levi
Office Sought: Porter County Assessor Party: Democrat
Family: I am married to Joe Wendrickx and have two daughters. My
daughter Lori Oates is married to Lt. Col. Robert Oates, they have two
sons Sean and Daniel, and my other daughter Kristie Powell is married
to Douglas Powell.
Political Experience: Although this is my first campaign for political
office, I have experience in a political office. I was appointed Portage
Township Assessor in 2007.
Occupation: Portage Township Assessor

Previous Government Experience: Deputy Assessor from 1998 until 2007, and since 2007 I
have been Portage Township Assessor.
Organizations: Association of Indiana County Assessor, Inc, and American Legion Auxiliary
Post 260
Goals: Continue to strive for accurate assess values and meet the timetable for data
compliance with accurate assessment. Work effectively with the county auditor and treasurer
to insure timely tax bills. 
The backlog of appeals must be addressed. I plan to achieve this by fully utilizing the
experience, capabilities and knowledge of myself and the County Assessor’s staff.

Maureen Wendrickx

Office sought: Porter County Coroner Party: Republican 
Family: Married for 14 years to Dianna (Newhard) Harris, daughters
Chistine Harris, 9, and Ella Harris, 4.
Political Experience: None
Occupation: Funeral Director for 14 years, and Owner of C harris LLC
(rental Properties).
Previous Government Experience: Deputy Coroner for six years,
and Medico-Legal Death Investigator
Organizations: Indiana Coroner’s Association, Masonic Lodge,

Scottish Rite, Orak Shrine, and Sons of the American Legion.
Goals: First, to begin using the resources available from the Coroner’s Office to combat the
thriving drug influence in our county. Heroin has become what I believe is a silent epidemic in
Porter County and every year the drug influence becomes greater. I believe that the office
already has resources that would not cost the department anything besides time and effort,
and I am willing to give those items to contribute in the battle against drugs and work in
conjunction with other agencies in the fight.
Second, currently autopsies in our county are not being performed on a daily basis unlike
other counties. For instance if a death occurs at noon on Friday, a body will lie unattended in
a morgue until sometime on Monday when the autopsy will be performed. I personally do not
believe that is giving the deceased the dignity and respect they deserve. I would like to pursue
all possibilities to have autopsies available on a daily basis so families that are already coping
with their loss can begin to move on making funeral arrangements. 

Chuck Harris



Office Sought: Porter County Recorder Party: Republican
Family: Wife Joyce, children Brian and Katie
Political Experience: Precinct committeeman for 15 years, and
delegate to State Convention
Occupation: Computer Systems Administrator, Porter County Sheriff’s
office, and C-Comm 911
Previous Government Experience: Porter County employee for 27 yrs
Organizations: Trustee for Porter United Methodist Church, Porter
Lodge #137 F. & A. M., Duneland, Indiana Historical Societies, Ewalt

Jahnz FOP Lodge #165, Chesterton Moose Lodge #1623, and Indiana Sheriff’s Association
Goals: The recorder must possess the ability to provide their staff with the best tools to
perform their jobs and provide quality public service. The present level of customer service is
excellent. I will maintain that level, although I would improve service by employing
advancements and innovations when fiscally feasible. Proper document management, a perfect
fit for me. I have been responsible for maintaining and preserving vital, sensitive data. Provide
a great service to our taxpayers, ensuring that by utilizing proper maintenance and
preservation, those records will always be available when required.  Initiate an innovative, user-
friendly public Web site for the office, provide several services to the public, including having
documents available online, and offering free pertinent information to the public.

Office sought: Duneland School Board Party: Non-partisan race
Name: John R. Marshall
Family: Wife Janet, son Mike and daughters Kim and Mary 
Political Experience: Duneland School Board for past five years
Occupation: President of First American Management Company, Inc. 
Organizations: Duneland Education Foundation, Chesterton Rotary,
Duneland Chamber of Commerce, Opportunity Enterprises and past
board member for United Way
Goals: I am focused on maintaining the high quality of education in the

Duneland school system while facing state cuts in revenue. I plan to keep pace with
technology, and to be as progressive as possible in my decision process.

Office Sought: Portage Township Trustee Party: Republican
Political Experience: Portage Township Trustee
Occupation: Manager of Hohman’s Hallmark in Portage
Previous Government Experience: Four years ago, I decided to run
for trustee because I was upset by the misuse of tax dollars and power.
As a newcomer to politics, I was able to clearly see through the
nepotism and political alliances to re-align the operations and refocus
the priorities to run the office as it was intended. I ran for office to do
something, not to be something. During my term, I have successfully

used my conservative values and business experience to control spending, generate revenue
and operate efficiently.  I have saved more than $50,000 a year out of the poor relief budget by
holding applicants accountable and sticking to the guidelines. Clients can no longer expect the
township to pay for their shelter or utilities while they spend their own money on non-essentials.
Through responsible planning, networking, grant writing and frugal spending, I have been able
to upgrade and modernize our senior center, parks, cemeteries and fire department to meet the
growing needs of our community and protect our investments. 
Organizations: I serve as Chairwoman for the Porter County Republican Party. I am a member
of the American Legion, and a past commander of the Coast Guard Auxiliary’s Burns Waterway
Flotilla. Goals: I seek re-election to continue to serve the public with pride and effective
leadership that will result in savings of our hard earned tax dollars.
Other: I love to cook, garden and enjoy calm waters on Lake Michigan.

Joyce Webster John R. Marshall

Office Sought: Clerk of the Circuit Courts Party: Republican
Family: Three children and six grandchildren
Political Experience: Elected Porter County Council Member for two
terms, Precinct Committee Person and Delegate to State Convention
Occupation: Self-employed
Previous Government Experience: Porter County Council Member
for eight years during which time the budget process was reduced from
three weeks to 13 hours. Also had a positive carry-over minimum
balance of $3 million, President of Porter County Council, Porter

County Plan Commission Member and President, Memorial Opera House Committee, Jail
Planning Committee, Personnel Committee,Porter County Comprehensive Plan committee and
numerous other committees.
Organizations: Past-Indiana Jaycess District Director, Hebron Jaycees and Valparaiso
Jaycees Vice-President
Goals: Excellent customer service by evaluating issues, researching and arriving at positive
resolutions. I believe that a hands-on learning approach allows individuals to feel a sense of
confidence, which is necessary to accomplish a job well done. My background in the legal field
as a legal assistant, law office manager and instructor at the paralegal institute will assist me
in helping others understand their need for detail and efficiency. 
Using my management skills will help motivate individuals and create a positive time
management environment which will effectively increase productivity and reduce errors. Years
in county government will assist me in accomplishing the best possible product for the least
amount of funds. My goals include fiscal responsibility and positive interaction with all who visit
the clerk’s office.

Jon Miller
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BOONE  TOWNSHIP  (  HEBRON  )  
Bne 1 Hebron Community Center 611 N. Main St.
Bne 2 Boone Twp. Fire Dept. 109 W. Washington St.
Bne 3 Hebron Community Center 611 N. Main St.
Bne 4 Boone Twp. Fire Dept. 109 W. Washington St.
Bne 5 Hebron Community Center 611 N. Main St.
CENTER  TOWNSHIP  (  VALPARAISO  )
Cen 1 Banta Senior Center 605 Beech St.
Cen 2 Valparaiso Public Library 103 E. Jefferson St.
Cen 3 Valparaiso Public Library 103 E. Jefferson St.
Cen 5 Valparaiso Nazarene Church 2702 E. Glendale Blvd.
Cen 6 Northview School 257 Northview Dr.
Cen 7 Memorial School 1052 Park Ave.
Cen 8 Valparaiso Boys & Girls Club 354 Jefferson St.
Cen 9 Northview School 257 Northview Dr.
Cen 10 Immanuel Lutheran Church 1700 N. Monticello Park Dr.
Cen 11 Valparaiso High School Door 10 2727 Campbell St.                           
Cen 12 First Baptist Church 2205 Campbell St.
Cen 13 Immanuel Lutheran Church 1700 N. Monticello Park Dr.
Cen 14 Cooks Corner School N. Campbell Rd.
Cen 15 First Presbyterian Church 3401 N. Valparaiso St.
Cen 16 Porter Co. Hwy Office 1955 SR. 2                                       
Cen 17 National Guard Armory 1502 Linwood Ave (Off Rt.30)
Cen 18 Valparaiso High School Door 10 2727 Campbell St                            
Cen 19 Valparaiso Fire Station # 3 222 N. 250 W.                      
Cen 20 Flint Lake School 4106 N. Calumet Ave                       
Cen 21 First Presbyterian Church 3401 N. Valparaiso St.
Cen 22 Valparaiso Nazarene Church 2702 E. Glendale Blvd.
Cen 23 Prince of Peace Fellowship Hall 234 Division Rd.                               
Cen 24 Juvenile Service Center 1660 S. SR. 2                                   
Cen 25 Christ Lutheran Church 2610 N. Campbell St.
Cen 26 Valparaiso Fire Station - North Side 2605 Cumberland Dr.
Cen 27 Valparaiso Nazarene Church 2702 E. Glendale Blvd.
Cen 28 Good Shepard Presbyterian Church 1901 E. Evans Ave.
Cen 29 First Baptist Church 2205 Campbell St.
Cen 30 Jamestown Community Building 2917 Virginia Park Dr.
Cen 31 Juvenile Service Center 1660 S. SR 2
Cen 32 National Guard Armory 1502 Linwood Ave.(Off Rt.30)
Cen 33 Valparaiso High School Door 10 2727 Campbell St.
Cen 34 Valparaiso Fire Station – North Side 2605 Cumberland Dr.                       
Cen 35 Flint Lake School 4106 N. Cumberland Dr.                   
JACKSON  TOWNSHIP
Jac 1 Jackson Twp. School 811 N. 400 E.                                  
Jac 2 Jackson Twp. School 811 N. 400 E.                                  
Jac 3 Jackson Twp. School 811 N. 400 E.                                  
LIBERTY  TOWNSHIP
Lib 1 Liberty Twp. Fire Station 49 W. 900 N.                    
Lib 2 Liberty Twp. Middle School Auditorium 50 W. 900 N.                    
Lib 3 Faith Memorial Lutheran Church 753 N. Calumet Ave         
Lib 4 Whispering Sands Mobil Home park 810 Elmwood Park Dr.    
Lib 5 Liberty Twnshp Middle School Aud. 50 W. 900 N.                    
MORGAN  TOWNSHIP
Mor 1 Morgan Township School 299 S. SR. 49                   
Mor 2 Morgan Township School 299 S. SR. 49                   
PINE  TOWNSHIP  (  PINES  AND  BEVERLY  SHORES)  
Pne 1 Pine Town  Hall 1550 Columbia Ave
Pne 2 Beverly Shores Administration Bldg. 500 Broadway                      
PLEASANT  TOWNSHIP  
Ple 1 Kouts New Library 101 E. Daumer Rd.            
Ple 2 American Legion Hall Post 301 959 W. Indiana                  
Ple 3 American Legion Hall Post 301 959 W. Indiana            
PORTAGE  TOWNSHIP
Ptg 1 Central Baptist Church 704 W. 700 N.                         
Ptg 2 Central Elementary School 2825 Russell Ct.
Ptg 3 Adult Education Building 5391 Central Ave.
Ptg 4 Ogden Dunes Fire Station 111 Hillcrest Rd.
Ptg 5 Cross Roads Family Church 2386 Willowcreek Rd.             
Ptg 6 Hampton Inn 6161 US Hwy 20
Ptg 7 Fegley Middle School 5384 Stone Ave.

Porter  County  Polling  Locations  for  2010  General  Election
PORTAGE  TOWNSHIP  -  (Con’t)
Ptg 8 Hampton Inn 6161 US Hwy 20
Ptg 9 Portage City Hall 6070 Central Ave.
Ptg 10 South Haven Elem. School 395 Midway                           
Ptg 11 Saylor Elem. School 331 Midway                           
Ptg 12 Adult Education Building 5391 Central Ave.
Ptg 13 Crisman Elementary School 6161 Old Porter Rd.
Ptg 14 Kyle Elementary School 2701 Hamstrom Rd.
Ptg 15 So.Haven Volunteer Fire Dept. 398 Seven Mile Rd.                
Ptg 16 Saylor Elementary School 331 Midway                           
Ptg 17 Meyers Elementary School 3100 Willowdale Rd.
Ptg 18 Portage High School Door A 6450 E. US. 6
Ptg 19 Our Lady of Sorrows (Shrine ) 356 Seven Mile Rd.                
Ptg 20 Ingram Manor Community Building 3801 County Line Rd.
Ptg 21 Ethel Jones Elementary School 2374 McCool Rd.
Ptg 22 Crisman Elementary School 6161 Old Porter Rd.
Ptg 23 Real Life Community Church 3134 Swanson Rd.
Ptg 24 Presbyterian Church 6225 Lute Rd.
Ptg 25 Library 2665 Irving St.
Ptg 26 Woodland Park Community Building 2100 Willowcreek Rd.            
Ptg 27 Ethel Jones Elementary School 2374 McCool Rd.
Ptg 28 So. Haven Nazarene Church 621 N. 450 W.                        
Ptg 29 Woodland Park Community Building 2100 Willowcreek Rd.
Ptg 31 Our Lady of Sorrows (Shrine) 356 Seven Mile Rd.
Ptg 32 Fegley Middle School 5384 Stone Ave
Ptg 33 So. Haven Volunteer Fire Dept. 398 Seven Mile Rd.
Ptg 34 Ogden Dunes Fire Station 111 Hillcrest Rd.
Ptg 35 Presbyterian Church 6225 Lute Rd.
Ptg 36 North County Building 3560 Willowcreek Rd.
Ptg 37 Woodland Park Community Bldg. 2100 Willowcreek Rd.
Ptg 38 Portage High School Door A 6450 E. US. Hwy. 6
PORTER  TOWNSHIP
Por 1 Lake Eliza Fire Dept. 549 W. Division Rd.             
Por 2 Boone Grove High School Door I 260 S. 500 W.                        
Por 3 Boone Grove Christian Church 356 Groveland                       
Por 4 Porter Township School Corp. Bldg. 248 S. 500 W.                        
Por 5 Boone Grove High School Door I 260 S. 500 W.                        
Por 6 Lake of The Four Seasons Fire Dept. 745 W. 275 S.
UNION  TOWNSHIP
Unn 1 John Simatovich Elementary School 424 W. 500 N.                       
Unn 2 Wheeler High School 587 W. 300 N.                       
Unn 3 Shorewood Clubhouse 410 Shorewood Ct.                
Unn 4 Wheeler High School 587 W. 300 N.                       
Unn 5 Shorewood Clubhouse 410 Shorewood Ct.                
Unn 6 John Simatovich Elementary School 424 W. 500 N. 
WASHINGTON  TOWNSHIP  
Was 1 Washington Township Fire Dept. 380 E. State Rd. 2
Was 2 Porter County Expo Center 215 E. Division Rd.
Was 3 Porter County Expo Center 215 E. Division Rd.
WESTCHESTER  TOWNSHIP
Wst 1 First United Methodist Church 434 S. 2nd St.                        
Wst 2 Porter Co. Conv., Recreat., Visitor Center    1420 Munson (off of 49)         
Wst 3 Bailey School 800 S. 5Th St.                        
Wst 4 Chesterton High School Door 31 2125 S. 11th St         
Wst 5 Porter Town Hall 303 Franklin St.
Wst 6 Dune Acres Club House
Wst 7 Porter Town Hall 303 Franklin St.
Wst 8 Chesterton Town Hall                              726 Broadway                       
Wst 9 Brummitt Elementary School                  2500 Indian Boundary            
Wst 10 First United Methodist Church 434 S. 2nd St.                        
Wst 11 Burns Harbor Town Hall 1240 Boo Rd.                        
Wst 12 Chesterton High School Door 31 2125 S. 11th St         
Wst 13 Porter Co. Conv., Recreat., Visitor Center    1420 Munson (off of 49 N.)    
Wst 14 Brummitt Elementary School                      2500 Indian Boundary            
Wst 15 Westchester Middle School 1050 S. 5th St.
Wst 16 Town of Porter Municipal Bldg. 550 Beam St.
Wst 17 Oak Tree Park Community Building 254 Sandalwood Ave.
Wst 18 Bethlehem Lutheran Church 2050 W. 1100 N.

PPoollllss  aarree  OOPPEENN  ffrroomm  66::0000  aa..mm..  ttoo  66::0000  pp..mm..



Radio One Communications’ Northwest Indiana radio stations have received 10
nominations in six categories in the 2010 Indiana Broadcasters Association Spectrum
Awards competition. “This team of broadcasters at Radio One Communications is
phenomenal, to receive 10 nominations for awards with so many entries takes my breath
away,” Radio One Communications President and General Manager Leigh Ellis said.
“I’m very proud to say these people represent not only Radio One Communications but
also Northwest Indiana.” Both of the company’s local morning shows, the Indiana 105
Dawn Patrol with Steve and Laura on WLJE 105.5 FM and the Wake-Up Crew with Don
and Veronica on WZVN 107.1 FM were nominated in the Radio Station Broadcast
Personality or Team category. The Dawn Patrol featuring host Steve Zana and news
director Laura Waluszko won the award in 2008, and were also nominated in 2006 and
2007. The Wake-Up Crew with program director Don Clark and morning co-host
Veronica Carter were nominated for the award in 2009. Three series written and
produced by Waluszko were nominated in two other categories. These were the
“Summer Safety Series 2010” WLJE-FM for Mini-Documentary or Series, and Northwest
Indiana “Ghost Stories” WLJE-FM and “Severe Weather Week” WXRD-FM, both in the
Special Interest and Cultural Programming category. Several commercials submitted by
production director Dan McWilliams were nominated in different categories. Macleod
was nominated for “Pauls Auto Yard - Sanford & Son” Humorous Commercial WLJE-FM,
“Shaffer Hyundai - Hyundai Man” Humorous Commercial WZVN-FM, “Christenson

Chevy - Unpaid Spokesperson” Commercial Series WXRD-FM, and
“Lakeshore Area Regional Recovery of Indiana” Commercial Series WZVN-

FM.  McWilliams has won five Spectrum Awards for
commercials since 2004. WZVN-FM
Z107.1 also received a nomination in
the Best Promotional Campaign
category for “Z-107 Corn Hole
Tournament” produced by program
director Don Clark. Finalists will be
announced at the Indiana Broadcasters
Association Spectrum Awards Dinner
in Indianapolis on Nov. 13. This year
the Indiana Broadcasters Association
received more than 400 entries from
around the state in its annual
competition. For more information
about Radio One Communications’,
call 462-4880, or visit

www.radiooneindiana.com.

)))((( S H O R T  TA K E S

Area codes are all 219 unless otherwise noted
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TRAIN TRAVEL
Gaining Popularity
Travelers throughout the Midwest are taking trains in record numbers, Indiana Sen.

Landske reported after reviewing recently released Amtrak figures on ridership and
revenue. The Cedar Lake lawmaker said nearly 2.8 million people traveled by train on
short-distance corridor service within the Midwest in 2010 – an 8 percent increase
from last year. “In the past five years, train travel has steadily increased,”
Landske said. “As more and more citizens use this type of transportation,
state and federal officials need to further explore improving and expanding
passenger rail service in the Midwest where cost effective.” Indiana is one of
11 states in the Midwest Interstate Passenger Rail Commission (MIRPC), an
organization that promotes, coordinates and supports improvements
to passenger rail service. Landske represents Indiana on the MIRPC
and serves on the group’s advisory council. She said the MIPRC has
gathered and reviewed ridership figures since 2005 to gauge ridership
growth and profitability on regional passenger rail routes. Landske
said many routes in the region have experience especially strong
growth. The daily Hoosier State service from Chicago to
Indianapolis posted more than 7 percent ridership gains in fiscal
year 2010 over the previous year, and a 66 percent increase since
2005. Ridership on long-distance train routes serving the Midwest also
continues to grow steadily, with an overall increase of 7.2 percent during 2010, Landske
said. “As popularity in train travel grows, we will see decreases in road congestion,
pollution and waits at airports,” Landske added. “Preserving and expanding affordable
passenger rail systems can benefit Indiana and the nation.” Formed by compact
agreement in 2000, the MIPRC’s current members in addition to Indiana are Illinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio
and Wisconsin. For more information on MIPRC, call 630-925-1922, or visit
www.miprc.org.

CHRISTMAS ASSISTANCE
Applications Begin in Porter County 
The Salvation Army of Porter County is accepting Christmas Applications from people

who need help with food and toys for the 2010 Christmas Season. They are signing up
Porter County individuals and families for food assistance, Angel Tree and Adopt-a-
Family. Porter County residents need to apply in person at the Salvation Army during
office hours, Monday through Friday, Oct. 25 through Nov. 12 from 9-11:30 a.m. and 1-
3:30 p.m., 799 Capitol Road in South Haven. Porter County residents need only apply.
Other applicants will need to bring a picture I. D. of the person applying, Social Security
Cards or Medicaid Cards for all household members, birth certificate for each child in
the household ages birth to 18, proof of current address in Porter County with name on
a bill or similar item. Also requested is proof of income and assistance for last 30 days,
clothing and shoe sizes for children and gift choices of three reasonable gift ideas per
child, 18 and younger attending school. The application process is only for the adult
applying, please do not bring children during this time because space is limited and
there is no child care available. For more information, call the Salvation Army Corps at
762-9191.

INDIANA CELEBRATES
Chiropractic Health Week 

Governor Daniels has officially proclaimed the week of Oct. 17-23 as Chiropractic
Health Week. This fall, doctors of chiropractic in Indiana will highlight how they can help
patients focus on getting past the roadblocks to fitness and better health during National

Chiropractic Health Month in October. The theme for the 2010 observance
was “Why Weight? Get Healthy!” More than 60 percent of adults in the
United States are either overweight or obese, according to Centers for
Disease Control statistics. Obesity is associated with an increased risk of

diabetes, hypertension, heart disease and some types of cancer.
However, many people are unaware that even modest weight loss, such
as 5 to 10 percent of a person’s total body weight, could improve blood

pressure as well as blood cholesterol and blood sugars levels. That is
only 10 to 20 pounds for a person who weighs 200 pounds.

“Chiropractic care is focused entirely on the body’s internal healing
abilities to create a state of optimal health from within,” explained Dr.

Anthony C. Wolf, president of the Indiana State Chiropractic Association.
“When you are feeling well inside, then you can further increase your health

through weight loss and exercise.” Consultation with a doctor of chiropractic is
particularly important when you consider that the effects of obesity on the
musculoskeletal system-osteoarthritis, back pain, neck pain and joint pain-often cause
overweight people to avoid physical activity and exercise when they need it most. “If
you’re carrying more weight than the load-bearing structures of your body-spine, legs,
etc.-can handle, there’s going to be pain, loss of movement and degeneration in the
joints,” Patricia McGuffey, ISCA executive director added. “Particularly if you’re carrying
most of your weight in your abdomen, the low back and the spine will need to work
harder to hold you upright. This adds extra stress and tension on your muscles, which
in turn creates stiffness.” Sponsored by ACA, National Chiropractic Health Month is held
each October. The event helps raise public awareness of the benefits of chiropractic
care and its natural, whole-person, patient-centered approach to health and wellness.
For more information about how a doctor of chiropractic can help you achieve better
overall health and wellness or to find a member doctor near you, visit
www.indianastatechiros.org, call 317-673-4245 or 800-572-8002.

IDOL WINNER
To Perform At VU

The season eight winner of “American Idol,” Kris
Allen, will perform at Valparaiso University on
Saturday, Nov. 6, in the Harre Union Ballroom. The
concert will begin at 10 p.m. with doors opening at
9:30 p.m. Allen is currently on tour promoting his
self-titled debut album, and his first single, “Live Like
We’re Dying,” has sold more than 1.5 million copies to
date. His second single, “The Truth,” featuring Pat Monahan
of Train, is climbing the Billboard charts. Allen’s path to victory on
“American Idol” included memorable performances of Bill Withers’ “Ain’t No Sunshine,”
Michael Jackson’s “Man in the Mirror,” and Kanye West’s “Heartless.” He was praised
by judges on the show for his original arrangements of the well-known songs. His finale
song, “No Boundaries,” reached No. 1 on the iTunes chart. “That was crazy,” Allen said.

“Four months before that we were all unknown. That first
moment I knew I had five songs on the Billboard chart was
very cool.” Tickets for the general public will go on sale at 11
a.m. Oct. 15 and are $15. Tickets for Valparaiso University
students are $5. For more information or to purchase tickets,
call 464-5000, visit www.valpo.edu/union/tickets/ or visit the

Harre Union Welcome Desk.

Life Care Center of Valparaiso, a nursing home
community located at 3405 N. Campbell Road, will
be a collection site for Operation Christmas
Child. Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas
Child is an international relief organization that
provides shoe boxes filled with toys, school
supplies, clothing and personal hygiene
items to boys and girls in war-torn and
poverty-stricken countries. Life Care Center
of Valparaiso will be collecting shoe boxes

until Nov. 18. Stop in the facility to pick up
brochures about the shoe boxes. The
brochures will include boy and girl tags to
use on shoe boxes, as well as ideas of items

to include in the packages and instructions on
how to properly pack the shoe boxes. With

your help, we can make a child’s Christmas wish
come true. For more information, call 462-1023.

NWI RADIO STATIONS
Receive Nominations 

SERVING PORTAGE, CHESTERTON, VALPARAISO and HOBART

The annual Women’s Show at the Porter County Expo Center has expanded this year.
Activities, samples and seminars are included in the Nov. 6 event. The Indoor Garage
Sale starts at 8 a.m. and runs through 3 p.m. The Women’s Show and Bridal Fair is 10
a.m.-3 p.m.   An all-inclusive $2 admission covers access to all events at the Expo
Center, 215 E. Division Road. For more information, call (219) 464-0133.

VALPARAISO LOCATION HOLDS
Christmas Collection for Children

WOMEN’S SHOW
At The Porter County Expo Center



Buying a home is the largest investment most people will ever make, so it is no
surprise that such a big decision may seem daunting. There are, however, some
simple guidelines that can help you find a home that you will be happy with for a very
long time.

A recent study conducted by Merillat, a leading manufacturer of cabinetry, examined
what consumers think about when they are purchasing a home. The study found that
the kitchen sways more minds than any other room, followed by the great room and
the master bedroom.

“The kitchen is the gathering place for special occasions, family functions and day-
to-day activities, which is why it is so important for prospective buyers to ensure
their new kitchen will meet the needs of their family from a design and
functionality prospective,” Paul Radoy, manager of design services for Merillat
said.

Try creating a checklist to help you decide whether a kitchen is right for you.
Ask yourself these questions:

- Do I like the layout of the kitchen? Consider the kitchen from an overall
perspective, and keep all the items that will require storage in mind.

- Does the kitchen look comfortable? Do I feel good when I’m in it? You should feel at home right away.
- Does the kitchen help facilitate frequent casual interactions with family and friends? Consider the views into the

surrounding rooms, like the living and dining areas. Can you easily associate with family and friends?
- Is the cabinetry durable and well-built? Is the finish on the cabinetry smooth and consistent? Investigate the cabinet

interiors to determine whether they are covered with a durable water- and stain-resistant material or a lower-quality
product. Make sure that the color of the interior complements the exterior.

- Does the kitchen have visual impact or a good focal point like an island, cooking grotto or other unique feature?
Islands are a useful feature that many homeowners desire. When examining an island, identify the tasks or storage
functions it serves to decide whether it will meet your needs.

- Does the kitchen have adequate storage space and built-in features to accommodate my possessions? Merillat’s
study found that, after remodeling a kitchen, many homeowners find that they did not include enough storage features.
Make sure you do not overlook features, like drawer organizers, pull-out trays and lazy Susans.

For more information about kitchen design and storage features, visit www.Merillat.com.
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TThhee  KKiittcchheenn::  AAnn  eesssseennttiiaall  ppaarrtt  ooff  hhoommee  bbuuyyiinngg
Some small weatherproofing jobs require little to

no “handiness”, but can make a real difference
once cold weather hits. Start now with these tips,
while the weather is still somewhat
accommodating.

- Clean gutters and downspouts in mid-fall and
double-check them before winter 

- Replace the filter in your furnace

- Close any vents in your home that may have
been opened for the warm weather

- Disconnect hoses from outside faucets and
turn off the water

- Buy a snow shovel and other winter supplies
before the messy weather hits

- Keep extra water and canned food in storage
just in case 

- Check the attic, walls, and basement for
adequate insulation

- Feel around electrical outlets and switch-plates
for cold air, add insulation where necessary 

- Look around doors and windows for gaps and
potential places where warm air can escape 

- Caulk or apply weatherstripping around
problem draft areas

- Have a contractor look for damaged roof
shingles and loose gutters

- Have a heating/cooling expert look at your
furnace if you are unsure of its efficiency

- Have chimneys and woodstoves cleaned early
in the season

- Test the flue for each fireplace for a tight seal
when closed

WWeeaatthheerrpprrooooffiinngg  jjoobbss

On November 3rd, 10th and 17th, Village Park
Enrichment Center at Banta will host a three part
series for seniors on protecting themselves from
identity theft, scams and internet predators.
Michelle Mayer from the Indiana Attorney General’s
Office will provide important information on the how
to spot a scam, what to do if you have been
scammed and what you can do to protect yourself.

This free workshop is funded by Northwest
Indiana Community Action.  A free boxed lunch will

be provided.  Seating is limited, reservations
are required by calling 219-463-1301.

All workshops begin at 11:00 a.m.  Week
one’s topic is identity theft,  week two will
be consumer fraud, and the final
workshop will cover telemarketing and
junk mail scams.

Village Park Enrichment Center at Banta
is located at 605 Beech St., Valparaiso.

Identity theft, three part workshop
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partners with Rebuilding America, is a program that strives to improve the lives of
military families by assisting with rebuilding projects and renovations across
America.  Upon hearing Houston’s story, they made the decision to donate a $7,500
grant to order up new windows for the dated home.  

The windows look to be completed just in time for
the frigid winter in late November.  

“I’m so amazed, it’s truly a miracle,” Houston said.
Along with the windows, Heroes at Home and

Rebuilding Together also brought in contractors to
remove multiple trees in Houston’s yard that were in
danger of collapsing onto the home.  

Houston, who expressed that she is comfortable in
her home, needed this help to be able to stay near to
the neighbors she loves.

“I’m so grateful,” Houston said. “It’s just wonderful
to get some help from Rebuilding Together.”  

According to Dustin Wunderlich, the head of public
relations for Rebuilding Together-Valparaiso, the
revitalizations and repairs being done to these homes
for the people in need are what continue to drive the
efforts by all volunteers and staff.

“That group is just marvelous,” a satisfied Houston
said as she laughed jovially. 

Rebuilding Together-Valparaiso operates in the
center township of the Duneland, Portage and Hebron
area. They are always looking for applicants who
want their homes evaluated at for eligibility, and
are currently planning their 22nd annual Work
Day on April 16, 2011. 

The Valparaiso location still has spots
available that they are looking to fill for the
spring work day, and applications can be
turned in by Oct. 31 to be considered eligible.  

“The goal for this work day is 20 to 25 homes
and to draw hundreds of volunteers,” Albers
said.    

For more information about Rebuilding
Together-Valparaiso, to make a financial
donation or to become a volunteer, visit
www.rebuildingtogethervalparaiso.org, or call
219-548-4827.  Rebuilding Together can also be
found on Facebook or be contacted via e-mail
at info@rebuildingtogethervalparaiso.org.

Rebuilding together - continued from page 1

Tallian helped prep Velazquez for the roast by presenting
her with firefighters’ pants and helmet. The mayor later joked
about wearing extra shoulder pads to the evening’s event to
help survive the wrath. 

While the mayor sat in a thrown-like chair in front of an
audience, roasters came up one by one to stand behind the
microphone. While many joked and shared stories – some
true and some untrue – about the mayor, all were quick to
point out the good Velazquez has done for the city as well. 

“As her husband and her best friend, I can honestly
say she cares deeply about our city,” Portage’s first
man Julio Velazquez said. “You can never
underestimate her.”

Other roasters and key people in attendance
like Portage Parks Superintendent Chris
Johnson talked about the beauty of area parks
including Woodland Park and the new LakeFront
and Riverwalk Park. 

“The quality of Portage is in direct correlation with
our commitment to it,” Johnson said to the crowd. 

The mayor also stressed the significance of
Portage’s parks.

“I have people from all over the country tell
me how wonderful this place is,” Velazquez
said. “The park foundation and our parks
deserve your attention.”

With proceeds from the night’s event
benefiting the Portage LakeFront and
Riverwalk Maintenance Program, those in
attendance took the lead in promoting
and maintaining what has been referred
to as the crown jewel of the Portage park
system.

Once the roasting was over, Velazquez
also pointed out that while the event was
entertaining it was all for good cause.
She was also relatively un-scorched by
the verbal flames that she was subjected
to.

“It was all in good fun,” she added. “They
were actually pretty kind to me.”

The mayor’s only real encounter with
flames of the night came from the
candles placed atop a surprise birthday
cake that was rolled out shortly after the
roasting ended.

The mayor, who is Serbian, is
expecting radio broadcasters from
Serbia to pay a visit to the Region in the
near future. They are interviewing her
about American politics, but she is
seeing it as another opportunity to
promote the area.

For more information about Mayor
Velazquez, the city of Portage or its
parks, call 219-762-5424, or visit
www.ci.portage.in.us.

The Portage Parks and Recreation Foundation
hosted a roast of Portage Mayor Olga Velazquez

to benefit the Portage LakeFront and Riverwalk
Maintenance Program on Oct. 23 at the Portage

Yacht Club. Velazquez was given a firefighter’s
pants and helmet before the roasting began, but

her only real encounter with flames came when a
surprise birthday cake was rolled out.

Roast - continued from page 1

Marilyn Houston of Valparaiso was the
most recent beneficiary of the services
Rebuilding Together-Valparaiso offers.
The organization along with the Sears

“Heroes at Home” initiative, made much
needed repairs to the home Houston has

lived in since 1953.

Earlier this month, Rebuilding
Together-Valparaiso volunteers
made repairs and renovation to

the home and yard of Marilyn
Houston of Valparaiso.

Contractors along with the
volunteers came in and removed

multiple trees that were in danger
of falling.

Rebuilding Together Hobart Lake Station is now accepting
applications from homeowners, volunteers and donations. The Work
day will be April 30, 2011. All forms may be picked up at both Hobart and
Lake Station City Halls, and at Alligator Construction in downtown Hobart.
We are looking for all types of volunteers for our workday. Homeowners
seeking work done on their house must reside in Hobart or Lake Station.

Homeowners have until Nov. 30 to apply.
For more information or to receive an application,

call 947-5304, or e-mail rthobartlakestation@yahoo.com.

Rebuilding  Together  -  Hobart/Lake  Station

The individuals chosen as the evenings “roasters”
were Karen Tallian, Brendan Clancy (rear-right),

Portage School Board Member Debra Ekdahl,
Velazquez’s sister Robin and Velazquez’s

husband of 32 years Julio (front center). 
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Sage
Homes

Mobile Homes
for rent 

starting at $375.
Ridge Road,
2 miles East

of I-65
Call Today!
962-11183

HELP WANTED

CALL A PROFESSIONAL
Antique oak dresser with hutch,
claw feet, mirror, good condition
$275. obo

(219) 309-7292

furniture

medical tickets

ARE YOU MOVING?  NEED
BOXES? Moving boxes and
wardrobe boxes for sale at half
price! Clean used only once.
Wardrobe boxes $7.00 and
large boxes $5.00 each.  

(219) 940-9565

Computer desk hutch, exc.
cond $45., Elvis radio $25.,
Elvis T-shirt XL $5., Elvis
baseball cap $5.

Call before 9pm 
(219) 762-4304

Brown Hollister jacket with
zipped hood and fur trim, size
medium. $40.

(219) 764-8526
Vise Stand $50., Cutter $10.,
Reamer $5., 2 electric drills $40.
each (219) 764-0354

White 12” bicycle $25.  Call
before 3pm

(219) 742-1099

Hobart – unfurnished 2BR, near
hospital and schools $695.
month. Lease and deposit
required. (219) 962-1774

219-241-5870

OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT
Valparaiso, IN

1200 sq. ft.
office/retail space.

High visibility
location, plenty of
parking, utilities
included in rent.

$1,375.00 per month
+ deposit and lease.

Four drawer chest of drawers
$75. (219) 464-9136

Halloween costumes –
Nightmare Before Christmas,
one size fits all, Casper, one
size fits all $20. each

(219) 464-7631

6 new glass blocks 12x12x4
$10. each

(219) 763-7829

Marshall guitar amplifier M6
series 100 HDFX, great
condition $100.

(219) 840-1008
Table top stereo system, plays
78, 45’s LPS, CD, AM/FM radio
with matching table $100.

(219) 942-9352
Treadle sewing machine $15.,
2 sewing machine cabinets
$15. each, Dresser $10.

(219) 462-2582
Grillmaster picnic tail gate
charcoal grill, new $25., Grill-
Ette electric table top grill, new
$20. Betty Crocker 4 cup coffee
maker, new $10.

(219) 762-8522
Homedics Shiatsu foot
massager, new $10.

(219) 962-8386

Dining room table with four
chairs and center leaf $50.

(219) 464-9136

Collapsible walker without
wheels $8. Exc. cond.

(219) 763-2458

18th Century hand crank
sharpening stone with heel
stand 24 x 4, 150# $100. 

(219) 465-1795

Schwinn bicycle Sting Ray
Chopper, like new $95.

(219) 987-8160

Bargain Building Sale
(Closeout) 36x51 Reg.

$15,991.99-Now $9,263.70;
72x90 Reg. $44,297.41-Now

$29,849.94; Other Limited
(Closeout) Deals Available,

Call to Reserve
www.sunwardsteel.com

Source # 0U8.
765-588-4434

3539 Scottsdale - Portage

219-759-2021

Beautiful Hair &
Skin, Inc. Day Spa.

Looking for a

P/T, Commission or
Booth Rental

Nail Tech

MOBILE HOMES

Wandering Jew hanging
baskets $5. each

(219) 764-8526

Fisher Price car with lights,
music and blocks $15., table
and 2 chairs $10.

(219) 762-2477
Fisher Price car with lights,
music and blocks $15., table
and 2 chairs $10.

(219) 762-2477

SELF STORAGE
FOR RENT

Country Time R.V. &
Boat Self Storage. We
store anything on
wheels!

Call Jim
219-707-6601

SALES

800-964-8335

Master
Sales/Entrepreneur

No cost to get started.
Part-Time/Full-Time.
No travel. Consultant

to established dealers.

OPEN HOUSE –  Oct. 30th 10
– 2 p.m. and Nov. 6th 10 – 2
p.m. Spacious 4 bedroom, 2
bath, exterior stone home for
sale. Approx. 2400 sq ft.
Separate garage builtin work
benches. 8682 S. 1010 W.
Wanatah, Yagelski subdivision.
3 mi N. of Wanatah,  St. Rd.
421.  $178,000 appraised value.

Linda 765-490-3115  



OCTOBER 27, 2010 -  THE CHRONICLE  -  PAGE 15WWW.THECHRONICLENWI.COM

Ghosts stories from the area

The rejection drove her mad, and in an
attempt to prove her devotion the woman
murdered her children and ran to her heart’s
desire to tell him what she had done. Far from
finding this endearing as

a sign of love, the nobleman was repulsed,
throwing her out of his home. Alone and truly
insane, she wandered the streets with her
children’s blood on her hands and dress,
wailing and crying for everything she had lost. 

Authorities are supposed to have found her
the next morning drowned face down in a mud
puddle. The story of her ghost, called “La
Llorona, the weeping woman” is said to have
followed the immigrants north to Gary, where
they were trying to find work in the steel mills.
There may be another explanation for the
ghost that has been reportedly seen near the
intersection of 5th Street and Cline Avenue.

It is said that the ghost in Gary, while she
bears a resemblance to the bloody, weeping
woman of Mexico, is another ghost with
another story. But the immigrants gave her the
name of La Llorona all the same. 

It is said the ghost people have reported
seeing in the neighborhood of Cudahee is
actually a woman whose children died in a car
crash in the 1930s. The loss of her children
broke her mind, and she spent days
wandering the streets and crying. Supposedly
after her death, her spirit continued the routine
and wandered the streets, wailing and crying.

For residents of Valparaiso, there is one
more spot on the list of mysterious places and
locations – though this one is even more
mysterious than others. 

The Merlin Tree, which is a large tree that
grows near the Chapel of the Resurrection,
has a number of odd rumors that swirl around
it, many which have grown into legends that
cannot be confirmed nor denied. 

One of these legends is that there were
several men who died fighting for the
Confederacy during the Civil War who are
buried near that tree. Others say that it was a
tree used for hanging before the university was
ever established. Regardless of the story told
though, the Merlin Tree at night is an eerie
place to be. If you look carefully, as some
students have, you just might see a ghost.

- continued from page 3

by Bret Almassy

Halloween safety for you and your children is something
every parent needs to consider. Here’s some quick tips:

If you are worried about the safety and security of your
neighborhood, consider taking your children to an organized
Trick-or-Treat or Halloween event at your local mall, school or
church. 

Some towns and neighborhoods sponsor events and set a
curfew.  These events are often sponsored by the local
police department, and officers can be seen patrolling
the streets during Trick-or-Treat hours.  Curfews
are set to avoid strangers wandering the
streets after hours.

Young children should always be
accompanied by an adult; however, if your
children are old enough to head out alone,
be sure you know the route they are
taking.  They should check in with you
every hour and you should establish a set
time by which they should return home.  

Children should never be out alone. They
should Trick-or-Treat with a group of friends or with a
trusted adult.  Only Trick-or-Treat at homes that are well-lit. A
lit porch light  shows the homeowner is participating. Never
enter a stranger’s home.

Review pedestrian safety rules with your children,
including looking both ways before crossing the street, and
not crossing between parked cars.  Children should walk on
sidewalks and not on the street.  If your community does not
have sidewalks, children should walk on the left side of the
road, facing traffic. Small children should never cross the
street without an adult.  At busy intersections, wait at a cross
walk.

Parents and children should carry flashlights and/or have
clothes and costumes trimmed with reflective tape and
electronic flashers.  The route you choose should be well-lit
and well-populated.  Consider adding something unique to
your child’s costume so that they can be easily spotted in
large groups of people.  For example, add a glow necklace
or bracelet, or design a brightly-colored and unique treat
bag.

With groups of ghosts and goblins flooding the streets,
moving from house to house, drivers may be easily
distracted.  

According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, the potential for automobile-related accidents
with young pedestrians increases four times on Halloween. 

If you must drive during Trick-or-Treat hours, pay extra

attention to cross walks, intersections and the sides of the
road.  Stay under the speed limit and do not pass any
vehicles parked or stopped along the road.  Children may be
exiting these vehicles and may not be aware of oncoming
traffic.  

If you are dropping off or picking up your child, pull off the
road into a safe spot and use you hazard lights to alert other
motorists.

When it comes to candy, your children may want to dig in
immediately.  It is important you instruct them to not eat any

candy until they are home and you have thoroughly
inspected it.  

Any homemade snacks should be thrown away.  Avoid
giving treats that can be harmful to young children,
including gum, snacks with peanuts, hard candy and
any small toys.  

When designing or choosing your Halloween
costume, be sure all materials are fire-retardant.  If

the costume is homemade, you can use a fire
retardant spray to treat the fabric. Consider

using face paint instead of a mask that
could impair vision.  If your child’s
costume does include a mask, be sure it

has large holes for the eyes and mouth. 
Any accessories, including knives and swords, should be

made from cardboard or other flexible materials.  Sharp toys
can present dangers, including injuring your child if he or
she trips and falls on it.  Falls are the leading cause of
unintentional injuries on Halloween. 

Halloween is second to Christmas in popularity of yard and
home decorations. When decorating your yard for
Halloween, consider the path children may take to get to
your door. Do not sit pumpkins or luminaries too close to the
walkway.  Be sure to leave enough room for groups children
to get through. Make sure your home and yard are well lit,
especially if you have a number of “spooky” lawn ornaments.
Instead of using candles to light your jack-o-lanterns or
luminaries, consider using battery-powered lights.

Through preparation, planning and a safety-conscious
effort by parents and children alike, Trick-or-Treating can be a
safe and fun event for you each year.

Security guru Bret Almassy is Vice President of
Residential Services for AlliedBarton Security
Services, www.alliedbarton.com, the industry’s
premier provider of highly trained security
personnel with more than 100 offices nationwide.  

Halloween safety tips for you and your children
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wednesday, 27th
Health  Clinic
Gil Drugs, located at 52 Lincolnway in downtown Valparaiso, will
host a JOBST Leg Health clinic from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. A JOBST
representative will be on hand to answer questions about leg
health. A 20 percent discount will be given to all JOBST stocking
purchases. For more information, call Chris at 462-4146. 

thursday, 28th
Network  Night
Porter County Chamber Coalition will host a Network Night at the
Porter County Expo Center at the Porter County Fairgrounds from
3-9 p.m. For more information, call 462-1105.
Alien  Lecture
Michael Crowe, one of the world’s leading authorities on
astronomical history will present “The Extraterrestrial Life Debate:
A Historical Perspective” in Neils Science Center at 6:30 p.m. at
Valparaiso University. For more information, call 464-5022 or visit
www.valpo.edu/christcollege.

friday, 29th
Trick  or  Treat
The County Line Orchard, located at 200 S. County Line Road in
Hobart, will host trick or treating from 6-9 p.m. Enjoy Live music,
bon fire, apple games, costume contest, Boo Choo Train Rides
and wagon rides. For more information, call 947-4477, or visit

www.countylineorchard.com.
Senior  Cooking  Class

Rittenhouse Senior living in Michigan City will host a free
senior cooking class every last Friday of the month at

2 p.m. Chef Derrick will help prepare ideal
meals and menus for seniors. RSVP by the
Wednesday before class. For more
information, call 872-6800.

Witches  Brew  Ha!  Ha!
Join three wild and wacky witches at the

Memorial Opera House in Valparaiso as they
sweep onto the stage to bring an interactive

frightening ghoul time for the entire
family. Today at 6:30 p.m. and
tomorrow at 10 a.m. Cost is $8
per person. For more
information, call 548-9137, or
visit www.mohlive.com.

Round  Up
to  the  Rescue

Kankakee Valley REMC
Operation Round Up Fund
awarded The Caring Place, Inc.
of Valparaiso a $5,700 grant to
purchase six new computers
and upgrading software for the
administrative office, shelter and
community advocates. 

Pictured are Amanda Steeb,
director of communication and
marketing of REMC; Darl
Jarnecke, REMC board member
and The Caring Place, Inc.
Executive Director Mary Beth
Schultz.
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tuesday, 2nd
Remember  To  VOTE  -  Polls
Open  6  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.

Taekwondo
A four week session of
Taekwondo will take place at the
Blue Spruce Room at Woodland
Park in Portage on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Sessions separated into
groups of 3-5 year olds, 6-12 year olds and
those 13 and older. Cost varies according to age and resident
status. For more information, call 762-1675.

wednesday, 3rd
Medicare  101
Counselors representing the State Health Insurance Assistance
Program will give a public presentation session for new Medicare
Beneficiaries at the Lake County Public Library in Merrillville at 10
a.m. For more information, call 791-4763.

Family  Story  Time
The Lake Station-New Chicago Branch Library will host a family
story time featuring “I Will Never Not Ever Eat a Tomato” by
Lauren Child at 6 p.m. For more information or to register, call
962-2409, or visit www.lcplin.org.

thursday, 4th
Clean  Cities
Learn about two of the most important things for any company’s
success along with three ways to convert your marketing into
more sales at this informational event from 8-10 a.m. at the
Purdue Technology Center in Crown Point. For more information,
call 365-4289. 

Strike  Busters
Bowling for ages 4-12 at Camelot Lanes in Portage will take place
today through Dec. 16 Thursdays from 4:30-5:30 p.m. Cost is $35
for residents and $40 for non-residents. For more information, call
762-1675.

friday, 5th
Lubeznik  Arts
Free First Fridays @ 5 continue at Michigan City’s lakefront
Lubeznik Center for the Arts at 5 p.m. with a festive celebration of
Día de los Muertos. For more information, call 219-874-4900, or
visit www.lubeznikcenter.org.

Pets  benefit  held  at
Taltree

Taltree Arboretum & Gardens
hosted Taltree Tails, a pet-friendly
event that benefited the Humane
Society of Northwest Indiana and
the Pet Neutering and Adoption
Agency, on Oct. 3. The Humane
Society of Northwest Indiana
created a special Puppy Kissing
Booth that no one could resist.

Vow  Renewal
A “Wedding Vow Renewal” ceremony will be held at 1 p.m. at
Miller’s Senior Living Community in Portage. Free and open to
couples age 65 years or older who have been married at least
one year. Reservations are required by today. For more
information or to RSVP, call Gwen Kiser at 764-0628.

saturday, 30th
Energy  Fair
South Shore Clean Cities will present National Odyssey Day
2010 at The Lake County Energy Fair, located at the Jean
Shepherd Community Center in Hammond, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
For more information, call 365-4289, or visit
www.southshorecleancities.org. 
European  Market
The European Market, located at 220 Broadway and Third Street
in Chesterton will be holding an end-of-the-season fall celebration
entitled Pumpkin Palooza. Bring your children in costume early
and trick or treat with vendors as long as supplies last. For more
information, call 926.5513.

sunday,31st
Happy  Halloween

NOVEMBER
monday, 1st
Preschoolers
The Valparaiso Department of Parks and Recreation is taking
registrations for November classes for children ages 3-5. Class
themes include Mayflower Explorers, Games Galore, Light
Creations and Harvest Time. Fees vary. For more information, call
462-5144, or visit www.valparaisoparks.org.

Online  Book  Discussion
The Lake County Public Library will host an online book
discussion of “The Last Lecture” by Randy Pausch. To join the
discussion, send an e-mail to remarks@lcplin.org. For more
information about the online book discussions, visit
www.lcplin.org.

Lyric  Opera  Lectures
A Lyric Core Opera member, a trained lecturer, will speak on “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream” by Benjamin Britten at the Portage
Library. This is a free program offered by the Portage Public
Library. Pre-registration is requested. For more information or to
RSVP, call 763-1508.


