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Inside this week
New film, staring Gary
native, opens
nationwide Friday
by Mike Siroky
There is a new Christian movie
opening nationwide this Friday, with
Valparaiso and Portage chosen as
two locations for the national
release.
Some area residents were invited
to a preview of The Grace Card in
Portage a couple of months ago.
The tickets were issued through
friends of Joiner.
The title is based on a passage
from Ephesians 2:8: “For it is by
grace you have been saved …”
The story centers around Mac
McDonald, played by Miller Beach
native Michael Joiner.

- see page 3

Clean your closets,
clear your mind
by Easter Becker-Smith
We think of spring as the time to
do that thorough spring cleaning.
Summer is the time of year for
cleaning out unwanted items, having
garage sales and donating. I
decided the other day that March is
the perfect time for me to start
cleaning out and sorting through
things.
In January, I was putting away
decorations and recovering from the
holidays, and not in the mood to
attack a junk drawer or an
overstuffed closet. February was
spent doing a lot of shoveling of
snow. We may still have snow days
in March, but it will not be a daily
routine. I realize that I cannot do
spring cleaning until I clear some
things first.

- see page 7
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The American Red Cross is holding a blood drive from 2-7 p.m. at the First Christian
Church in the Fellowship Hall, located at 1507 Glendale Blvd. in Valparaiso. For more
information, call 800-733-2767, or visit redcrossblood.org.
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Northwest Indiana Woodworkers Association will meet at Hidden Lake Park in
Merrillville for their February meeting starting at 7 p.m., doors open at 6:30 p.m. Learn
about “Jigs” and fixtures our members use to create their works of art. For more
information, call 219-947-5916, or visit www.niwoodworkers.org.
The Indiana University Northwest Department of Minority Studies, in cooperation with
the Social Justice Club and ALMA, a Latino student organization, is hosting a race and
ethnicity lecture at 7 p.m. in the Library Conference Center. For more information, call
980-6763, or visit www.iun.edu.

Seniors lead girls team
to dream season
Chesterton Basketball team meets goal,
wins first sectional title in five years
by Mike Siroky
They saved their best act for the biggest
stage.
Chesterton girls’ basketball, led by the
splendid senior duo of Brooke Gardner
and Claire Holba and 41-season coach
Jack Campbell, took their first Sectional
crown in five seasons.
Next the senior sensations are off as the
only area representatives to join Indiana’s
top 100 players competing for positions on
the Indiana All-Stars team in the annual
challenge with the Kentucky All-Stars team
this summer.
The road to the title was not an easy
one, but it did have the mammoth support
of the community and the school.
Campbell has seen quite a lot in his
tenure, but nothing as rewarding as this
title.
“To beat Portage at Portage (in the
Sectional title game) … it’s hard to think of
a tougher match up,” he said. “We had the
toughest draw. But, you know, all seven
Sectional games were excellent basketball.
No one won by more than seven.”
Chesterton had split the season series
with their Sectional opponents and had
lost both rematches, meaning the
opponents had the most-recent
victories against the Trojans.
“We had a great crowd at
Sectionals; we had our
side of the gym and they
had theirs and believe
me, we heard them,”
Campbell
said.

“But, you know, it is never about the
end of the season but the entire
season,” the coach explained.
“They put in work year ’round for
this, lifting in the summer and we go
to three tournaments before we even
start practicing two weeks before the
season starts.”
Part of this season included a game
against Highland, where Campbell’s
daughter is an assistant coach.
“Yeah and we really creamed them,”
said Campbell of coaching against his
daughter. “We won 45-44.”
No one had a tougher time prepping
for this championship season than did
Gardner.
The long road from there to here started
three seasons ago when her family moved
into the district – from arch-rival Portage.
As a sophomore transfer, the Indiana
High School Athletic Association allows
limited eligibility. That meant she had to
play on the junior varsity team her
sophomore year until the late-season callups after the JV season ends.
“So,” said her coach, “she played a few
games then and then three games into her
junior season …”
“I blew out my anterior cruciate
(ligament). I knew it immediately,”
said Gardner.
Female players have a higher
incidence of torn ACLs than their
male counterparts. It is just a
physiological fact.
It does not make the injury any less
painful or shorten the recovery time. But
she did have some bedrock upon which to
build. First off were her parents. Then there
was Holba, a basketball pal of
Gardner’s since they were in
elementary school playing in the
Portage Youth League.
“You know, I have very motivating

Pictured: Left: Claire Holba, senior Chesterton High School (21) and
Right: Brooke Gardner, senior Chesterton High School (10)

parents,” Gardner said.
“The first thing they said was I could
play again or not play again and they’d
back me.”
The second option, of course, never was
considered for this self-styled “gym rat”
who dreams of college ball and then some
professional league, either in America or
- continued on page 14

South Haven Boys & Girls Club

Member of the Month
South Haven Boys & Girls Club honored
Hailey Rodgers as the Member of the
Month for January. The Member of the
Month program recognizes members for
outstanding behavior and positive
involvement in the Boys & Girls Club.
Boys & Girls Club of Porter County
provides children ages 5 to 18 with quality
programming emphasizing character and
leadership, education and career
development; community service;

technology training; financial literacy;
health and life skills; the arts; sports,
fitness and recreation; and family outreach.
The club operates facilities in Valparaiso,
South Haven, Duneland and Portage. For
more information about the South Haven
Boys & Girls Club, located at 723 Long Run
Road, call 219-759-2565. For more
information about the Boys & Girls Clubs of
Porter County, call 219-464-7282, visit
www.bgcpoco.org.
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Tax season scams
by Clint Turpen
I’m going to amend an old saying right now – in this
world nothing can be said to be certain, except death,
taxes and tax season scams.
It happens every single year now, from January
through April: tax-related scams
absolutely run riot, from e-mails and
phone calls to shady tax preparers
and rogue employees.
There are some easy ways to
keep yourself safe, though.
The IRS Will Not E-m
mail You
There is no scenario in which the
IRS is going to send you an e-mail.
Even if you used online tax software
to e-file your return, they are never
going to contact you in this way if
there’s a problem with your filing.
They will contact you via telephone
or, in most cases, use postal mail.
This is a vitally important point to
remember. Do you know what the
No. 1 e-mail scam was in 2009? It
was phishing e-mails designed to
look like they came from the IRS. If
you get one, forward it to
phishing@irs.gov and help them
fight these scams, and never open attachments in an
unexpected e-mail unless you want to be infected with
spyware or allow a criminal to access and control your
computer.
The IRS Will Not Ask You to Verify Information
Even if there is a problem with your return, or you’ve
been selected for an audit, the IRS is not going to ask
you to “verify” your personal information. This goes for
any mode of communication, electronic or otherwise.
Here’s the deal – they’re the IRS. They don’t need to
ask you for your personal information. They already
know who you are, when you were born and what your
Social Security Number is.
Don’t Trust Caller ID
I’ve never even heard of anyone getting a phone call
from the IRS, but my sources say it does happen.
However, the time when you could implicitly trust caller
ID is long gone. It’s easy to spoof a caller ID display
using Voice Over Internet Protocol (VoIP).
If the caller ID says Internal Revenue Service, but

they’re asking you to verify your personal information,
bank account or credit card numbers, you’re dealing
with a scam. Hang up immediately.
The IRS Keeps Pretty Normal Business Hours
In addition to being wary of caller ID, also know that
the IRS isn’t going to call you on the telephone in the
middle of the night.
This same rule goes for callers
that claim to represent your banking
institution. How many times have
you seen a bank open at 3 a.m.?
Not often. Phone calls at strange
times are a sure sign of a scam.
Know Your Tax Preparer
If you’re paying someone else to
prepare your tax return, only deal
with people or businesses you know
and trust. If it’s a friend or relative,
make sure they know what they’re
doing. It doesn’t matter who
prepared your return – you are
ultimately responsible for the filing.
Personally, I think it’s best to have
a person you always go to. A couple
years ago there was a case in
Northwest Indiana where dozens of
people had their identities stolen by
some rogue employees of a national
tax preparation company. If you’re not doing your own
taxes at home, I recommend using a CPA you know
personally (or can get to know over time).
Be Wary of Big Promises
When you’re shopping for a tax prep person or
agency, be cautious of anyone making wild claims about
the money they can get for you. Remember, you’re the
one whose name and signature go on that tax return. If
they put some giant fabrication on that form, and you
sign it, that means you agreed it was accurate. You’ll be
the one in trouble when you’re found out.

Clint Turpen, marketing specialist at
Regional Federal Credit Union, is a certified
Identity Theft Risk Management Specialist.
He is an author at Regional Federal Credit
Union’s Fraud Prevention Unit Web site. For
more information, visit
www.fraudpreventionunit.org.

Cardiac Care program
benefits patients with
heart disease
American Heart
Month in February
is a good
opportunity to
raise awareness of
heart health and
heart disease.
Including stroke,
heart disease is the
leading cause of death
for both women and men in the
United States. Those at higher risk for
heart disease include women age 55 or
older, men age 45 or older and people with a family
history of early heart disease.
There are steps people can take to decrease their risk
of developing heart disease. According to the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, to keep
your heart healthy, you should:
• Watch your weight
• Eat a healthy diet and stay active
• Manage stress
• Stop smoking
• Control your blood pressure and cholesterol
• Drink alcohol only in moderation (if you drink)
• Discuss taking a daily aspirin with your doctor if
you are a man older than 45 or a woman older than 55.
“It is important for people of all ages, races and
genders to learn ways to protect the heart and stay
healthy,” Rebecca Neff, director of nursing at Golden
LivingCenter – Fountainview Place, said.
“At our LivingCenter, we have tools through Golden
Living’s Cardiac Care program to educate patients
about cardiac disease, nutrition and exercise needed for
good heart health.”
Golden Living and Aegis Therapies provide trusted
care to thousands of cardiac patients each year.
Commonly treated conditions include congestive heart
failure, hypertension, atrial fibrillation and peripheral
vascular disease. Golden Living clinicians study the
most recent findings and management techniques to
better meet the needs of our patients.
For more information about Cardiac Care and other
programs offered by Golden LivingCenter –
Fountainview Place, call 219-762-9571, or visit
www.goldenlivingcenters.com.
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New film, starring Gary native, opens nationwide Friday
by Mike Siroky
There is a new Christian movie opening nationwide this Friday, with Valparaiso and
Portage chosen as two locations for the national release.
Some area residents were invited to a preview of The Grace Card in Portage a
couple of months ago. The tickets were issued through friends of one of the stars of
the film, Miller Beach native Michael Joiner.
The title is based on a passage from Ephesians 2:8: “For it is by grace you have
been saved …”
The story centers around Mac McDonald, played by Joiner. He is a career police
officer who loses a son in an accident and descends into 17 years of bitterness and
pain and, ultimately, a faith in a higher power.
At his lowest ebb, he is partnered with another policeman who happens to be a parttime pastor at a small church but needs his job as a policeman to support his family.
Together they find a way to build trust and, eventually, the older cop accepts God
back into his life. The message is to never overestimate the power of God’s love.
Academy Award-winner Louis Gossett Jr. is in the cast with main players Joiner and
Michael Higgenbottom.
It is a first-time effort for Memphis director David Evans. He had previously
produced large-scale musicals for his home church.
He talks about his move to film.
“If you ask my wife, my true passion is acting and producing,” he said. “First in high
school and college, then creating the passion plays. Most people want to make a
difference somehow.
“I want to make a difference as a Christian. True joy comes with seeing what the
passion plays or this move will do to change lives, to show hope, to show people a
new door to peace. Or in the case of ‘The Grace Card,’ to find forgiveness.
His real-life job, as an optometrist, led him to this story.
“As a doctor, you’re also a counselor of sorts. People share stories. I’ve got patients
who are on the Memphis police force, and I learned things that helped the story,” he
said.
“They helped me see their world and I wanted to take that and maybe help people

see the world as it really is – a world where
grace exists.”
His personal preference – stories that grab
people by the heart – the fact his dad was a
minister and his family had known an officer
who was also a minister, made it believable
to him from the start.
“It occurred to me, ‘Wouldn’t it be great to
show this real life struggle in this real place?
To show faith at work in family life, race
issues, work issues?’”
His new hometown of Memphis, Tenn.
seemed a natural backdrop
“I couldn’t imagine the story set
anywhere else, as so many Civil Rightsrelated incidents have occurred in
Memphis,” he said. “And I’ve always been
around that. That’s where my heart is.
There are so many landmarks, the
Pyramid, the river. Even the score has a
bluesy feel to it.
“Nothing in this story makes you feel
that it’s all just bright colors, a pretty
portrait that couldn’t really happen,” Evans said. “This is real, gritty, true.
It’s a realistic portrayal of everyday life. Everyone – regardless of background, income,
social status, beliefs – deals every day with problems. Every day. Everyone. That’s part
of the power behind it.”
But, he said, it is not a preachy film. “I have to say again, it’s a real-life story with
action, conflict, and faith in the midst of challenges everyone can relate to,” he said.
Academy Award-winner Louis Gossett Jr. plays the role of a mentor. Evans said the
pitch was easy.
- continued on page 14

Information and quality important to Hoosiers seeking child care
In Indiana, 66 percent of children under the age of 5
are in some type of child care arrangement outside of
the home. Research shows that 85 percent of a child’s
capacity to learn is determined during the first five years
of life. The brain development of young children is
directly influenced by the relationships and
environments they experience. Therefore, it is essential
that families have the tools, information and resources
they need to make informed decisions about the child
care providers they choose for their children.
The Indiana Association for Child Care Resource and
Referral has published Parents and Child Care in Indiana
(2010), a compilation of parents’ responses regarding
their success in locating and selecting child care after
they accessed the services of Child Care Resource and
Referral agencies.
“We found that, first and foremost, parents want a
safe environment for their children and caregivers
who are experienced and trained to care for and
educate their children.” Marsha Thompson, executive
director of IACCRR said. “Parents also want
information and they use it directly in how they search
for care and how they select care. It is our goal that all
families who are in need of child care referrals or
information will access all of our free services.”
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IACCRR reports the following findings from Parents
and Child Care in Indiana (2010):
CCR&R services are valuable to families. In fact, 92
percent of parents responded that the local CCR&R
agency helped them make a more informed choice, and
85 percent responded that they knew more about what

to look for when trying to find high quality child care
after receiving information from the CCR&R.
Parents take action based on information provided. Of
families who responded, 92 percent intend to or have
asked about caregiver training and education related to
caring for children; 80 percent intend to or have
contacted other parents for references; and 88 percent
intend to or have checked adult-to-child ratios.
Despite the solid efforts by IACCRR and other groups
devoted to Indiana’s families and children, some families
still encounter challenges securing child care for their
children. According to parents who were unable to
obtain child care within three weeks of contacting the
CCR&R, subsequent barriers included cost, availability
and quality.
Child Care Resource and Referral agencies do a good
job serving families. This free service offered 80 percent
of clients between three and 15 child care referrals. In
addition, 95 percent responded that their needs were
understood by the CCR&R; 96 percent responded that
CCR&R staff was knowledgeable; and 95 percent
rated overall services provided as outstanding.
To access the full report, visit www.iaccrr.org.
Families who wish to locate their local CCR&R agency
may visit www.iaccrr.org for more information.
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People in the news
Porter County’s tourism bureau announces staff changes
niche market publications and Web site pages. She has a bachelor’s degree in
Indiana Dunes Tourism, the official tourism bureau of Porter County, is announcing
communications and public relations from Purdue University.
the promotion of Christine Livingston to the position of marketing director, the hiring of
Indiana Dunes Tourism Executive Director Lorelei
Ken Kosky as promotions director and the hiring of
Weimer said the new team has decades of
Angela Pasyk as niche market director.
experience in marketing, public relations,
Livingston, who spent a year as niche market
communications, program management and the
director before being named marketing director, is
media.
now responsible for the development and
“I am excited by the experienced team we have
implementation of marketing strategies, including
assembled to move our organization forward in
managing the Web site, advertising, database, photo
meeting our goals of encouraging visitation to our
library and all aspects of the Beyond the Beach
area and extending the stay of our current visitors,”
Discovery Trail. She has a bachelor’s degree in
Weimer said.
organizational communication from Indiana University
Indiana Dunes Tourism would also like to
Northwest.
announce the election of its Board of Directors
Kosky, as promotions director, is responsible for
officers for 2011. Mitch Peters is serving as president.
promoting the activities of Indiana Dunes Tourism
Michael Scott is serving as vice president. Judy
through media partnerships, including acting as
New additions to the Indiana Dunes Tourism Bureau include (left to right):
Christine Livingston (Marketing Director), Ken Kosky (Promotions Director), Chaplin is serving as treasurer. Roberta Newlin is
spokesperson for the organization. He also oversees
and Angela Pasyk (Niche Market Director). Indiana Dunes Tourism is the
serving as secretary. Other board members are
the production of the Activities Guide and other
office tourism bureau of Porter County.
Jeffrey Good, Pat Jackson, John Johnson, Michael
publications. He has a bachelor’s degree in
Mantai and Matt Murphy.
journalism and public relations from Ball State
“My hope is to just continue with all the great work this body has done and to move
University.
forward with the exciting projects that are currently in the works,” Peters said.
Pasyk, as niche market director, is responsible for developing, promoting and
Indiana Dunes Tourism is located at 1215 N State Road 49 in Porter. For more
soliciting niche markets and groups. These niche markets and groups include golfers,
information, call 926-2255, or visit www.indianadunes.com.
birders, car clubs, meeting planners and motor coach operators. She also creates

Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce Alzheimer’s workshops
held at Rittenhouse
announces 2011 board members
The Greater Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce has selected its 2011 Board of Directors to lead the
organization through its next year of operations. Martin Sonnenberg of Task Force Tips, will serve as board chair
for 2011. He succeeds Nick Sommer of Century 21 Alliance Group.
The Valparaiso Chamber executive committee officers include Sonnenberg (Chair);
Jon Schmaltz of Burke Costanza & Cuppy LLP (Chair-Elect, Public Policy, and Legal
Counsel); Sommer (Immediate Past Chair); Rex Richards (Chamber President); Bob
Ax of 1st Source Bank (Treasurer); Desila Rosetti of Organizational Development
Solutions Inc. (Vice Chair – Member Services); Jonathan Nalli of Porter Health
System (Vice Chair – Governance); and Jeff Lewis of Design Organization (Vice Chair
– Special Programs).
New members to the Valpo Chamber Board include Wes Kotys of Kotys Wealth
Management Group; Dr. Andrew Melin of Valparaiso Community Schools; Craig
Menne of General Insurance Services; Brenda Sheetz of Porter County Community
Foundation; and Tim Warner of Centier Bank.
In addition to these executive committee appointments and new members, the
Valparaiso Chamber Board of Directors also includes Deb Anselm of The Times
Media Company; Tina Bengs of Ogletree, Deakins of Nash, Smoak & Stewart; Mayor
Jon Costas of the city of Valparaiso (ex-officio); Paul Denesuk of Mortgage
Professional Group; Jon Groth of Porter County Education Services; Cindy Hall of Ivy
Pictured: Martin Sonnenberg,
Tech Community College; Dorcas Hammond of Horizon Bank; Harold Howie, a civic
board chair for 2011.
member; John Seibert of Valparaiso Dept. of Parks and Recreation; Gary Taylor of
KENPRO Cleaning Services, Inc.; James Tudor of Tudor Cleaning & Restoration
Services, Inc., April Wolford of Citizens Financial Bank; and Randall Zromkoski of Blachly, Tabor, Bozik &
Hartman LLP.
For nearly a century, the Greater Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce has been promoting the interests of its
members by providing the highest quality information, advocacy, networking opportunities and member services.
The Valparaiso Chamber is one of the larger chamber organizations in the area with more than 700 members
representing entrepreneurial companies, financiers and professional firms.

Porter County Aging & Community Services
(PCACS)presents “An Overview of Dementia & Alzheimer’s
Disease” with Barbara J. Dzikowski, MS, QDCS, program
director for the Alzheimer’s dervices, on March 2 at 11 a.m.
at Rittenhouse Senior Living (1300 Vale Park Road,
Valparaiso). She will outline the main characteristics of
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease. This is Part 1 of a twopart series of workshops
On March 9 at 11 a.m., PCACS will presentats on “The
Emotional Rollercoaster of Caregivers” with Dzikowski, at
Rittenhouse Senior Living, Valparaiso.
She will explain how caregivers can effectively deal with
the challenges to their physical and emotional wellbeing as
caregivers. Participants will walk away with practical tips
and tools for enjoying a better quality of life as caregivers.
This workshops are funded
by NWICA (Northwest Indiana
Community Action). A lunch
will be provided at both
workshops to all who RSVP to
attend. Spacing is limited so
RSVP soon.
If interested, RSVP to Melissa
Benefiel at Porter County Aging
& Community Services at
219-263-8300.
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Should food waste
go down the drain?

Contractors find a niche partner
at Hobart Lumber in Valparaiso

Americans hoping to live “greener” lives often tackle the kitchen
first — after all, separating the recyclables seems easy enough. But
proper waste disposal can be more complicated than tossing cans in
a blue box.
What is the best way to get rid of table scraps? Should the food
waste go in the trash bag? The compost pile? Or down the kitchen
sink?
Putting food waste in the trash means it will be trucked to a
landfill. Trucking food to landfills generates diesel fumes and
emissions. And as food decomposes in landfills, it releases methane,
a greenhouse gas.
Composting is a good option but not always practical for people
who live in high-rise buildings or in colder climates. Plus, experts
advise against composting certain types of food, like meat and dairy.
Numerous independent studies show using a garbage disposer is
an environmentally responsible option. More than half of American
kitchens have a disposer. On average, they cost less than 50 cents a
year in electricity to
operate and account
for less than 1
percent of a
household’s
total water
consumption.
Recent advances
in disposer
technology, including
the InSinkErator
Evolution Series,
make it possible to
discard virtually any
kind of food waste without
concern about clogs or loud noises.
Once food waste enters wastewater treatment plants, it can be
recycled into methane and used as a renewable source of power for
the plant. Also, many wastewater treatment plants can process food
waste into bio-solids, which can be used as fertilizer.
Here are some surprising facts about food waste:
• The average U.S. family of four produces about 2,000 pounds of
food waste each year.
• According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, food
waste is the third largest category of municipal solid waste (MSW) in
the U.S., accounting for about 13 percent of MSW material.
• Americans throw away more than 25 percent of the food we
prepare, according to a study by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
Those scraps are 70 percent water, which makes it easy for
disposers to pulverize waste and send it through sewage pipes.
For more information on how grinding food waste in a food waste
disposer is environmentally responsible, visit
www.insinkerator.com/green.

Valparaiso location seeks to
help homeowners with
exceptional service

and realized, in a down economy, customers
have to feel comfortable spending their hardearned money. So a hometown outlook, with a
guarantee the company will back what they
sell by always being right in the community for
follow-up consultations.
Hobart Lumber is owned by Mark Haller,

Local builders and
renovators know there is a
natural destination when
searching for customer service
and the proper supplies.
Porter County Hardware and
Cabinet Express, located at
387 U.S. Highway 6 in
Valparaiso, opened in May
2004. It is a satellite of the
main Hobart Lumber home.
The design center focuses on
kitchen and bath design, with
more than 12 lines of cabinets
and about 40 cabinet sizes.
Trims are also available.
The folks at the design
center like to be as consumerfriendly as possible, helping
do-it-yourselfers feel
comfortable with their projects
Porter County Hardware and Cabinet Express in Valparaiso is a complete
hardware store, but it also offers limited lumber and building materials for quick
without spending too much.
As a participating community and convenient pickup. The staff is as consumer-friendly as possible, helping
do-it-yourselfers feel comfortable with their projects without spending too much.
member, Hobart Lumber’s
business ethic includes the
idea of “giving back,” both as a
with Mike Kelley the design center manager.
way of thanking its loyal customers and as a way
Deb Lewis is a key ingredient in the design
to help build the communities they serve.
center.
The company looked at all the “big Box” stores
“My family is here and I’ve always been able to
do what I want to do here,” she said. “You
couldn’t get me to go to Chicago.”
One of the many developments the company
has seen recently is the two-income families have
to have room for either mom or dad to have the
space and facility to complete meal preparation.
“The kitchen must be user-friendly, a family
area,” Lewis said. “The main cook is also the
entertainer and you probably spend half your
time in the kitchen while at home.”
Haller is well-aware of the position his family
business holds in his community.
“We’ve watched the Region grow and have
grown with it,” he said. “The [original] shed in the
Hobart yard, where horse-drawn wagons were
loaded to make deliveries still stands.”
“From a small-town yard with seven employees
has grown. But we haven’t gotten so large that
we’ve forgotten what’s important – providing the
personal service that brings customers back.”
For more information about the Hobart Lumber
Company and the Porter County Hardware and
Deb Lewis is the kitchen designer at the Porter County
Cabinet Express, call 219-762-3211, or visit
Hardware and Cabinet Express, located on U.S. Highway
www.hobartlumber.com.
6 in Valparaiso. She has lived and worked in Porter
County for more than a quarter of a century. She received
her degree in residential interiors from Purdue.

PAGE 6 - THE CHRONICLE - FEBRUARY 23, 2011

WWW.THECHRONICLENWI.COM

Why collecting rain water is a good idea
by Donna Stuckert
The Recycling and Waste Reduction District of
Porter County will hold rain barrel workshops at the
end of March to get residents ready to collect their
April showers and prime them for gardening season.
Even residents who are supplied water through
wells can benefit from having one or multiple rain
barrels. Here are some fabulous reasons why
collecting rain
water is a good
idea, whether
you are on a
municipal water
source or a well:
• First of all,
rain water is
free! Who
doesn’t love free
stuff, and who
couldn’t use
more free stuff?
• When you
use water from
your well, the
water may be
free, but you’re
still using
electricity to
pump it out. By
using harvested rain water, you’ll have less strain on
your well, its motor, storage and pipes – ultimately
saving energy and money.
• The chlorine in your well or city water kills living
organisms, making the water safe to drink; but it also
kills beneficial bacteria in your garden’s soil that your
plants need.
• Water is not an infinite resource. According to the
U.S. Geological Survey, only approximately 2.5
percent of the Earth’s water is fresh, and 68.6 percent
of it is locked up in glaciers, 30.1 percent is located in
the groundwater table, and 1.3 percent can be found

in lakes and rivers. Using a rain barrel helps to
conserve this natural resource.
• Environmental experts and sewer officials say that
any reduction of rain water flowing into storm sewers
is a good thing for neighborhoods and the
environment. Runoff from even moderate rains can
quickly develop into major flooding and sanitary-storm
sewer overflows.
• You’ll be a role model to your kids, who will learn
that a rain barrel is a very tangible way to conserve
natural resources.
• Stored rain water is great all year round, but is
especially precious in times of drought and water
restrictions.
Hopefully you’ll relate to one or more of these
reasons to find that rain barrels are great to use.
Additionally, the barrels that residents get when
they attend the district’s workshops next month were
originally containers used to ship pickled food
overseas. Repurposed into rain barrels, these
containers were diverted from the waste stream where
they would have ultimately ended up in a landfill.
During their transition, they were cleaned and rinsed
with PH neutral soap so the water they collect is
ultimately safe for gardens and house plants. By
purchasing repurposed items, we are not adding to
the demand to create new molded plastic containers;
we’re reusing and recycling.
For more information about the district’s rain barrel
workshops, visit www.itmeanstheworld.org or call 219464-3694. We hope to see you there.

Donna Stuckert is the Community Education
Coordinator for the Recycling & Waste
Reduction District of Porter County. She is a
communications professional with more than
20 years of experience who enjoys working
for the greater good and inspiring others on
making a difference. For more information or
to reach Stuckert, e-mail
DStuckert@ItMeansTheWorld.org.

NIPSCO’S moving
G a r y w a l k -ii n o f f i c e
Northern Indiana Public Service Company (NIPSCO)
announced the relocation of its Gary walk-in office from
its current location at 840 Broadway to 3229 Broadway in
Gary.
“This decision reaffirms our commitment and
dedication to supporting the Gary community and
northwest Indiana residents,” Karl Stanley, vice president
of commercial operations for NIPSCO, said. “We have the
largest concentration of natural gas and electric
customers in this portion of our service area and we are
focused on making it easy and convenient for people to
conduct business with us.”
There are a number of benefits to customers, the
company and the community associated with the move,
such as:
Provides more convenient access and parking options
for customers
Customers can speak with a NIPSCO representative
and conduct other transactions in-person
New facility remains on the same Gary Bus System
route
Located closer to 80/94 exit and near Indiana University
Northwest campus
Local architectural and construction companies used
for work associated with the new location
Avoids significant maintenance and improvement
expenses associated with previous location
Serves as emergency backup for NIPSCO’s Call
Center, Central Dispatch and other Operations
The new location will be open from 8:30 a.m.–5 p.m.
Monday through Friday. Customers will also be able to
drop-off payments at the new location outside of normal
business hours.
For more information about NIPSCO, visit
www.nipsco.com.
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Clear your closets, clear your mind
by Easter Becker-Smith
We think of spring as the time to do that thorough
spring cleaning. Summer is the time of year for cleaning
out unwanted items, having garage sales and donating. I
decided the other day that March is the perfect time for
me to start cleaning out and sorting through things.
In January, I was putting away decorations and
recovering from the holidays, and not in the mood to
attack a junk drawer or an overstuffed closet. February
was spent doing a lot of shoveling of snow. We may still
have snow days in March,
but it will not be a daily
routine. I realize that I
cannot do spring cleaning
until I clear some things
first. Therefore, March is
the perfect month for me to
start some clearing.
My son Jeff and I had a
conversation recently and
he told me that he
discovered at the age of 10
that when you start
cleaning out a closet or
drawer, it looks a lot worse
for awhile as you sort
through your belongings. It
is one of those processes
of getting worse before it
gets better.
I have decided to take
some expert advice. I have
read more than one article
that suggests before you
begin cleaning out an area,
you get three bins. One is
“keep”, one is “donate” and
one is “decide later.” I have
laundry baskets I will use
for sorting; somehow it
does not make sense to buy bins to figure out what I
want to donate.
I realize my challenge will be keeping the donate
basket more full than the keep basket. Also, my
challenge will be to not let the decide later basket
become piled high, but to keep it the emptiest.
A good system of sorting through your belongings is
to ask yourself these questions:
• Is this item something I am currently using? If so,
then keep.
• Is this item something that I have not used in over a
year and am simply storing? If so then donate.
• Is this item something I never use, but have an
emotional attachment to it? If so, then take a photo of it,
to remember it, and donate!
• Is this item something that someone else could use
much more than I ever do? (This is a clincher for me
when I think of something I am really just hoarding that
someone else may really need.) If so, then donate.
When you ask yourself questions such as the ones
above, you will find that your decide later bin empties
quickly. Your closet or drawer is suddenly organized.
You can easily find what you need when you need it. You

open your closet and it looks so neat and tidy. You have
a sense of gratification.
Clearing out messy areas in your house really does
have a positive impact on your mind. When you clean
up something that has been nagging at you, you have
an immediate sense of gratification. You will have a
more relaxed feeling when there is a sense of order,
especially when we want to find something.
It is stressful to look and search and waste time trying
to find something you need. It is so easy when you can
open a drawer and immediately pick up what we need.
Then, there is the
satisfaction of donating
items someone else will
use and enjoy. It simply
feels good to give to
others.
There is a word of
caution about clearing out
your spaces, and that is
something inspirational
author Catherine Ponder
calls “the Vacuum Law of
Prosperity.” The premise is
that when you create an
empty space, the universe
fills it. Have you noticed
that so often when you
clear out an area of your
home, like your
entranceway or kitchen, it
seems to get full of stuff
soon, and you think to
yourself “Didn’t I just clean
that out?”
That is the Vacuum Law
at work. The good news is
if you want new things,
then clean out a closet and
leave space for the new to
arrive. If you have an area
such as a drawer where you do not want anything else
appearing, then clean out the clutter, but do not leave
room for more items.
It may seem like a silly idea, but how can you make
room for new in your life, when it is overflowing with
old? How can you gain new insights and new ideas
when your mind is full of old and outmoded ways of
doing and thinking?
It is such a healthy thing to do; to clear out the old,
make way for the new and relax and enjoy the many
benefits of a job well done. In just one afternoon, you
can clear a closet, and clear your mind.
Easter Becker Smith provides coaching for
individuals, groups and corporate teams.
She coaches individuals to help them
discover their own path to balance and
fulfillment in their lives. She brings her years
of experience in business as a highly
regarded leader to help companies improve
their productivity and efficiency by learning
how to better communicate with each other.
Visit her website at www.coacheaster.com.

More opportunities
for ‘green’ jobs
A combination of legislation and activism is inspiring
companies to consider the “green” side to their business.
The Bureau of Labor Statistics shows environmentally
related occupations are projected to grow 38 percent
more than all other occupations combined by 2016. The
report, “Current and Potential Green Jobs in the U.S.
Economy,” predicts the highest growth of green jobs will
be in renewable power generation, retrofitting residential
and commercial areas and in renewable transportation
fuels. As a result, universities are
increasingly integrating
economic,
environmental and
social issues into
their curriculum.
One of these
institutions,
DeVry University,
has created
several greenfocused
specializations to
build on the
school’s core
degree programs —
including business
administration with a
specialization in
sustainability management, and
electronics engineering technology with a specialization
in renewable energy.
“Education needs to reflect this trend for the future
leaders who will build economic and technological capital
while considering the impact on social and natural
resources,” Jesus Fernandez, associate provost for
curriculum at DeVry University, said. “DeVry University’s
green curriculum adds focus on sustainability and
environmental impact to the core business and
electronics engineering technology degree programs.”
An emerging area for leadership involves resource
conservation, pollution prevention and the regulation and
enforcement for process and procedure to be made more
efficient and with greater sustainability. Those interested
in sustainability management should explore coursework
that provides a sound foundation of business and
management principles while emphasizing green
considerations, technologies and economic factors.
A strong engineering technology and electronics
foundation, like DeVry University’s Renewable Energy
specialization, provides an emphasis on alternative power
sources and the economics of green engineering.
Green job growth will not slow down anytime soon – it
is currently outpacing even total job growth. Between
1998 and 2007, U.S. green jobs increased by 9.1 percent
with little government investment – almost 150 percent
more than total job growth of 3.7 percent for the same
period. Moving forward, companies will require
employees to understand “green,” and it will be essential
for graduates to prepare themselves for this changing
environment. Students interested in these exciting
programs and careers should visit www.devry.edu for
more information.
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Handling broken energy-efficient bulbs
Compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) and other mercury-containing lamps are being
used in more homes and businesses than ever before. Use of these products benefits
consumers through reduced energy consumption and lower utility bills. And they
benefit the environment by reducing electricity demand at fossil-fuel burning
power plants.
However, fluorescent lamps do contain a small amount of mercury - CFLs
average less than 4 milligrams of mercury - about the amount that would
cover the tip of a ballpoint pen. By comparison, older thermometers contain
about 500 milligrams of mercury - an amount equal to the mercury in 125
CFLs.
Because these lamps do contain mercury, they should be handled with
care. Precautions should be taken to properly handle broken fluorescent
lamps.
Guidance on proper methods of handling broken fluorescent lamps is
available from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and from many
state agencies and local health and environmental authorities.
For those concerned about the potential risks from mercury vapor in
broken CFLs, an August 2009 article written by scientists at Lawrence
Berkeley National Labs states that the risk is “negligible”, posing as much
risk as one bite of a tuna sandwich if one takes the common-sense steps
to ventilate the area where the lamp is broken and to clean up and remove
visible debris to an outdoor area.
Manufacturers encourage consumers to use and recycle mercurycontaining lamps safely. Carefully recycling CFLs prevents the release of
mercury into the environment and allows for the reuse of glass, metals and
other materials.
The EPA is continually reviewing its clean-up and disposal recommendations
for CFLs to ensure that the Agency presents the most recent and relevant
information for consumers and businesses.
EPA clean-up and disposal recommendations:
Before clean-u
up: Air out the room
• Have people and pets leave the room, and don’t let anyone walk through the
breakage area on their way out.
• Open a window and leave the room for 15 minutes or more.
• Shut off the central forced-air heating/air conditioning system, if you have one.
Clean-u
up steps for hard surfaces
• Carefully scoop up glass pieces and powder using stiff paper or cardboard and
place them in a glass jar with metal lid (such as a canning jar) or in a sealed plastic
bag.
• Use sticky tape, such as duct tape, to pick up any remaining small glass
fragments and powder.
• Wipe the area clean with damp paper towels or disposable wet wipes. Place

towels in the glass jar or plastic bag.
• Do not use a vacuum or broom to clean up the broken bulb on hard surfaces.
Clean-up steps for carpeting or rug
• Carefully pick up glass fragments and place them in a glass jar with metal lid
(such as a canning jar) or in a sealed plastic bag.
• Use sticky tape, such as duct tape, to pick up any remaining small glass
fragments and powder.
• If vacuuming is needed after all visible materials are removed, vacuum the
area where the bulb was broken.
• Remove the vacuum bag (or empty and wipe the canister), and put the bag
or vacuum debris in a sealed plastic bag.
Clean-up steps for clothing, bedding and other soft materials
• If clothing or bedding materials come in direct contact with broken glass or
mercury-containing powder from inside the bulb that may stick to the fabric, the
clothing or bedding should be thrown away. Do not wash such clothing or
bedding because mercury fragments in the clothing may contaminate the
machine and/or pollute sewage.
• You can, however, wash clothing or other materials that have been
exposed to the mercury vapor from a broken CFL, such as the clothing you
are wearing when you cleaned up the broken CFL, as long as that clothing
has not come into direct contact with the materials from the broken bulb.
• If shoes come into direct contact with broken glass or mercurycontaining powder from the bulb, wipe them off with damp paper towels or
disposable wet wipes. Place the towels or wipes in a glass jar or plastic bag
for disposal.
Disposal of clean-u
up materials
• Immediately place all clean-up materials outdoors in a trash container or
protected area for the next normal trash pickup.
For more information, visit www.lamprecycle.org, or visit www.energystar.gov.

If your ENERGY STAR qualified CFL product burns out before it
should, look at the CFL base to find the manufacturer’s name. Visit
the manufacturer’s Web site to find the customer service contact
information to inquire about a refund or replacement. Manufacturers
producing ENERGY STAR qualified CFLs are required to offer at least
a two-year limited warranty (covering manufacturer defects) for CFLs
used at home. In the future, save your receipts to document the date
of purchase. For more information, visit www.energystar.gov.
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Having trouble finding incandescent light bulbs?
Once popular lighting making
way for energy efficient bulbs
U.S. consumers shopping for light bulbs this
past Valentine’s Day and in the coming months
may notice changes on retail store shelves: fewer
incandescent bulbs and a wider selection of
energy-efficient incandescent halogen bulbs. GE
Lighting offers a light bulb that looks like the
century-old and beloved incandescent bulb,
produces nearly the same light output but
operates up to 22 percent more efficiently.
U.S. consumers can find GE’s incandescent
halogen bulbs – clear and Reveal clear versions –
nationwide in two-packs of 29-, 43-, 53- and 72watt varieties for a suggested retail price of $5-$7.
These bulbs dim and turn on instantly like their 40, 60-, 75- and 100-watt incandescent bulb cousins
that are phasing out of production between 2012
and 2014 as a result of the Energy Independence
and Security Act of 2007.
The rated life of the new halogen bulbs is 1,000
hours, the same as or longer than incandescent
bulbs, and the light output in lumens – a measure
of brightness – comes in at 430 for the 29-watt vs.
490 for a 40-watt incandescent; 750 for the 43-watt
vs. 840 for a 60-watt incandescent; 1050 for the
53-watt vs. 1190 for a 75-watt incandescent, and
1490 for the 72-watt vs. 1690 for a 100-watt
incandescent.
“A bulb that uses less energy costs less to run,”
John Strainic, global product general manager for
GE Lighting said. “Halogen is an incandescent
technology with a big efficiency advantage over
standard incandescent bulbs. Each of the bulbs in
this line-up consumes fewer watts than the
incandescent bulbs we’ve all used for decades,
while delivering a precise dimming capability and
a bright, crisp light.”
Incandescent halogen technology as an option
for consumers
GE has produced incandescent halogen

spotlights and general service light bulbs for
accent and general lighting for many years. The
technology is in the spotlight now more than ever
because governments around the world have
instituted new laws that set higher efficiency levels
for lighting. The greater efficiency of GE’s
incandescent halogen bulbs enable them to
comply with the lighting efficiency laws on the
horizon in the U.S. and globally.
Soft white and standard Reveal versions,
available in two-packs, for a suggested retail price
of $4-$6, of all the incandescent halogen wattages
will become available the second half of 2011.
The incandescent phase out is a global trend
that is already underway in Australia, the European
Union, Argentina, the Philippines and Russia. For
more information, visit www.climatechange.gov.
For more information about the Energy
Independence and Security Act of 2007, visit
www.gelighting.com/2012.

Living together?
Make room in the refrigerator
It does not matter if you are a newlywed, roommate or house
guest – sharing a life, home, drawer or appliance can be an
adjustment. Sure, splitting use of a vacuum cleaner or an ironing
board may cause little stress, but sharing the refrigerator? Now,
that is a different story.
If you are used to having the kitchen to yourself, you may
experience a bit of shock when you cannot find room for your
orange juice next to someone else’s milk, coffee creamer and
smoothie leftovers. But there are ways to divide refrigerator space
peacefully. Here are some tips:
• Get rid of things you do not
need. If you have merged the
contents of both your previous
refrigerators, there may be
duplicate items, some of which
have seen better days. No idea
how long that mustard has
been in the fridge? When in
doubt, throw it out. Use the
three “e” rules as your
guidelines – if it is expired,
empty or makes you say,
“Ew!” toss it.
• Look for a refrigerator
that offers extra space. Keeping the doors shut uses 80 percent
less energy, too.
• Old habits die hard. If you notice your “fridgemate” searching
for beverages more than anything else in the refrigerator, you are
not alone. In a Whirlpool Corporation survey conducted online by
Harris Interactive, 60 percent of respondents said that, when they
visit the refrigerator, they are looking for a beverage at least half of
the time.
If your fridge is cramped with drinks, consider putting a separate
refrigerator in the garage. For example, the Gladiator Chillerator, an
ENERGY STAR-qualified refrigerator, is designed to handle the
extreme temperature and humidity of the garage environment.
For more information, visit www.instituteofkitchenscience.com.

PAGE 10 - THE CHRONICLE - FEBRUARY 23, 2011

WWW.THECHRONICLENWI.COM

WWW.THECHRONICLENWI.COM

(((

FEBRUARY 23, 2011 - THE CHRONICLE - PAGE 11

S H O RT TA K E S

)))

Email us your club news, business news, school news and photos to: editorial@chroniclenwi.com

CLASSIC CONCERT
La Porte Co. Symphony Orchestra
The La Porte County Symphony Orchestra, through
their annual classical concert in Michigan City,
brings a span of Romantic themes that will feed
the imagination with movie images, adventure,
heroes and love. This year, pianist Thomas
Pandolfi will join the symphony’s stage. The
concert will take place at the Elston
Performing Arts Center in Michigan City
March 6 at 3 p.m. This Classic Concert will
begin with the romance of French
composer Camille Saint-Seans’ “Phaeton,”
the story of a Greek hero. Then Pandolfi
will emerge to thrill the patrons with a
“new” classic. The just-released James Bond
Concerto has familiar strains that will conjure
images of the well-known spy sensation. The
second half of the concert will be comprised of two contemporary pieces. British
composer, Richard Addinsell’s Warsaw Concerto, a pianist’s fantasy, was
originally written for “Dangerous Moonlight,” a 1941 film about a World War II
love story. The piano passages interpreted by Pandolfi will demonstrate the
passionate artistry for which he is well known. The concert will conclude with
a symphonic piece by American Composer Howard Hanson that will further
explore romance – his Symphony No. 2, “Romantic.” The orchestra will
demonstrate that a Classic Concert of contemporary classics will give the audience a
hint of romance, adventure and escape to the world of music. The newly named Indiana
University Health – La Porte Hospital, sponsors this concert for the second year in a row.
Four members of the orchestra are breast cancer survivors, and last year a song was
dedicated to these women whose connection to music helped them through their
treatments and individual journeys. This year, for a brief portion of the classical concert,
inspirational speaker and singer Nikia Hammonds-Blakely is making a return
appearance to honor this cultural organization for its desire to promote breast cancer
awareness through music. Tickets are $18 for adults, $15 for seniors age 65 and older,
and free for students. For more information or to purchase tickets, call 362-9020, or visit
www.lcso.net.

ANNUAL WINTER GALA
To Benefit Opportunity Enterprises
Tickets for the 19th Annual Delta Theta Tau Winter Gala to benefit Opportunity
Enterprises are now on sale. The event is scheduled for March 11 in the Valparaiso
University Harre Union Ballroom from 6–11 p.m. Join OE as they unveil their newly
redesigned event for 2011. The night will feature elegant hors d’oeuvres from around
the world, a cash bar, a silent auction, and music and dancing, as well as a new “Denim
and Diamonds” theme. Dress is casual with an elegant twist – jeans are encouraged,
diamonds are welcome. Proceeds from the event will be matched dollar for dollar by the
Dean and Barbara White Family Foundation, and will support growth and development
of Opportunity Enterprises’ Lakeside property. Acquired in 2007, OE Lakeside, a 158acre parcel of land and water on Lake Eliza, currently houses two day service programs
– Enriching Possibilities, which offers programs designed to fit the needs of individuals
with multiple or severe disabilities, and the Renewed Horizons Adult Day Center, which
provides a comprehensive and structured environment for senior adults with
developmental disabilities. Together, these programs serve just over 100 adults with
disabilities each day. Event sponsorships are also available at a variety of levels for both
individuals and businesses. Since 1967, OE has been a not-for-profit organization
dedicated to creating sustainable life choices and opportunities for individuals with
unique challenges and abilities. Since the first Winter Gala held in 1993, the event has
raised nearly $900,000 to support OE’s programs and services. For sponsorship
information, contact Dave Collins at 464-9621, ext. 208 or at david.collins@oppent.org.
For more information about OE, the Winter Gala visit www.oppent.org, or contact Chris
Schneidt at 464-9621, ext. 233

LOCAL NOT-FOR-PROFIT
Seeks Locations for Screening
Independent Film Producer Calvin Standifer first became interested in Haiti about
three months after the 2011 earthquake while working on another documentary for
Chicago’s WTTW. News outlets were reporting that money and help were flooding into
the country, but Standifer was interested in how the funds and assistance were actually
getting there, and whether they were getting to residents directly affected by the natural
disaster. Standifer has traveled to Haiti four times since June with the help of Life for the
World, a not-for-profit organization dedicated to providing hope and healing to the
country of Haiti. Founder of Life for the World Michael Fedele has worked in Haiti since
2002. Traveling with Fedele, Standifer was able to meet Haitian residents with interesting
stories to tell, as well as visit and film tent villages and other areas not captured by
general media. He captured footage from Life for the World’s food distributions with
founder Michael Fedele, the daily lives of children of Maranatha School and Orphanage
in Source Matelas, Haiti and the overall destruction from the earthquake. Life for The
World is seeking the cooperation of colleges, schools and businesses throughout the
United States (for 2011-2012) that would be interested in holding a screening for
Standifer’s documentary “Catastrophic Magnitude, A Lifeline to Hope and Healing.” The
documentary has been entered in several national and international film festivals and
has been screened in several locations in the Chicago area. In return for holding a
screening, Life for the World will publicize the host through their Web site, social media
sites, in any publicity received and in their upcoming newsletter following the screening.
The trailer for the documentary is available by visiting www.vimeo.com/13283616. For
more information or to book a screening, contact Director of Public Relations Monica
Jimenez at 455-1744, or at mjimenezlifefortheworld@gmail.com.

THEATRICAL PRODUCTION
To Take Stage at IUN
A musical theatrical production is coming to the Indiana University Northwest campus
on March 1 at 3 p.m. in the Library Conference Center. The production, “Ain’t I a
Woman!” celebrates the life and times of four powerful and distinguished African
American women. The Core Ensemble, a musical trio of cello, piano and percussion,
will perform as Taylore Mahogany Scott portrays four influential characters –
renowned novelist and anthropologist Zora Neale Hurston; ex-slave and
fiery abolitionist Sojourner Truth; exuberant folk artist Clementine
Hunter; and fervent civil rights worker Fannie Lou Hamer. The musical
score is drawn from the heartfelt spirituals and blues of the Deep
South, the urban vitality of the Jazz Age, and contemporary concert
music by African American composers such as Charles Mingus,
Thelonius Monk, Max Roach and Diane Monroe. The Core
Ensemble, since 1993, has toured in every region of the United States
and internationally to Australia, Russia, Ukraine, and the British Virgin
Islands. In 2000, the musical trio was recipient of the Eugene McDermott
Award for Excellence in the Arts awarded by the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. The Core Ensemble has received support from the National
Endowment for the Arts, the Palm Beach County Cultural Council, and the Aaron
Copland Fund for Music, among others. The March 1 event is free and open to the
IUN and greater NWI communities. The Library Conference Center is located on the
southeast corner of campus at 35th Avenue and Broadway in Gary. For more
information, call 980-6500, or visit www.iun.edu.

CONCERT, SILENT AUCTION
To Benefit Shelter Animals in Area
X-Rock 103.9 is inviting the public to their annual “Givin’ the Dog a Bone (and the Cat,
too)” shelter animal benefit concert and silent auction on february 26 from 3-11 p.m. at
Patrician Banquet Hall, located at 410 E. U.S. Highway 30 in Schererville. The event
borrows its name from the classic AC/DC song “Givin The Dog A Bone.” Performing are
Robert Rolfe Feddersen, The Somethings, Nicole Garza with The Carlos Ramos Band,
and Old Skool (featuring Phil Miller and Greg Asby). The event includes a Silent
Celebrity Auction with signed items from major musical artists of all genres who are
helping to raise funds for shelter animals in the Region. Celebrity auction items include
a signed guitar from STYX; a baseball cap signed by Kenny Chesney; books signed by
Cherie Currie of The Runaways, Charlie Daniels, Weird Al Yankovic, and Cherry Vanilla;
a rare, signed boxed CD from classical composer Vangelis; and a Paul Rodgers tour
jacket. The items also include many autographed photographs, CDs, T-shirts and
posters signed by The Bangles, Paul Rodgers, The Decemberists, Tom Scholz of
Boston, Ted Nugent, Alice Cooper, Ian Anderson of Jethro Tull, Carrie Underwood, Joey
& Rory, Jerrod Niemann, Doobie Bros., Nelson, Tommy James, Heartsfield, Jim Peterik
and others. There are also theme baskets and other items donated by regional
businesses and animal lovers. The annual event is emceed by Tom Lounges,
air personality on 103.9. “My dogs Max, Gator and Charlie
came from area shelters. This event is a way to give
back,” Lounges said. He said Radio One
Communications stations have long supported area
animal shelters and have a whole section on their
Web sites dedicated to them – “Animal Corner.”
Lounges encourages people to visit the shelter
wish lists posted at “Animal Corner” and drop off
items at the event. Monies raised will be divided
between selected area shelters. For more information
or to donate items for drawings and the auction,
contact
Lounges
at
462-6111,
at
lounges@xrock1039.com.

REPRESENTATIVES GATHER
Discussion Pollution Protection
Thursday, leaders from various state agencies from around the country, tribal
community leaders and environmental organizations gathered to participate in the
Chicago leg of a national Environmental Protection Agency roundtable tour. The
purpose of the tour is to gather input on standards to limit carbon pollution from the
nation’s biggest, dirtiest polluters – power plants and refineries. The standards, called
New Source Performance Standards, will improve the lives and health of millions of
Americans. Thursday’s discussion focused on the concerns of state and tribal leaders
as they related to carbon pollution and included leading members from the affected
communities. “Pollution from burning oil and coal spurs a long list of serious, lifethreatening health problems,” Becki Clayborn, who represented the Sierra Club on
the panel, said. “Our children are inflicted with asthma, childhood development
is being stifled and thousands of lives are getting cut short because our
polluters are allowed to spew carbon pollution into the air with no limits.”
Carbon pollution has also been linked to other life-threatening types of
pollution such as soot, smog and mercury, according to Clayborn
said. “The Sierra Club is committed to the fundamental right for all
Chicagoans to breathe clean, healthy air,” she said. “Decreasing
carbon pollution will help reduce other types of harmful air pollution
that contribute to asthma and other chronic respiratory problems,
making for healthier kids and families in Chicago and around the
country.” The EPA will be meeting with various stakeholders to
gather input on the safeguards in the coming weeks. Upcoming
discussions include a february 23 event in Washington, DC with
Coalition Group Representatives, and one on March 4 in
Washington, DC with Refineries. Final carbon pollution standards
for the biggest polluters, power plants and refineries, will be issued
in the next two years. For more information, visit www.sierraclub.org.

SERVING PORTAGE, CHESTERTON, VALPARAISO and HOBART
Area codes are all 219 unless otherwise noted
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Rebuilding Together: Helping those in need
Volunteers come together to take on projects
to better the lives of others in the community

more than three years. This year, the organization hopes to be able to take on 15
different projects.
The deciding factor will be the amount of money the organization receives through
donations before the work day on April 30. Like any other not-for-profit, Rebuilding
Together – Hobart/Lake Station depends on donations as well as volunteers to provide
by Carl Kurek
their service to the community.
They have received one check from the office of Keith Soderquist, mayor of Lake
Many people would agree that taking on a home project, such as remodeling a
Station, and another from the Lake Station City Council. Each check will sponsor a
basement or giving the kitchen a makeover, can be a daunting task. But while it may
house in the city during the April work day.
call for a lot of time and effort to complete, the end result is
“We’re always looking for donations and volunteers,”
always worth it.
David Ferner said. “You can’t ever have enough of either of
End results have the same significance for the men and
those, especially if we’re going to take on all 15 houses this
women who volunteer with Rebuilding Together –
year.”
Hobart/Lake Station to help those in need when that work
While the organization relies on mostly corporate and
day comes around in April.
private donations, they also do a little fundraising of their
Rebuilding Together – Hobart/Lake Station is one of the
own. Their largest fundraiser is the Wild Game Dinner
more than 200 affiliates of Rebuilding Together, the nation’s
coming up on March 12. The event is held at the County
largest volunteer home rehabilitation organization which
Line Orchard, and while it is geared more towards those
helps struggling homeowners lead safe, secure and
who enjoy hunting and fishing, there is raffles, prizes and
independent lives. Rebuilding Together believes in a safe
plenty of food that all can enjoy. Tickets are $20 a piece and
and healthy home for every person, with a focus on the
are available at Regional Rentals in Portage or at Alligator
elderly, disabled and families with children.
construction in Hobart.
The Hobart and Lake Station branch of the organization
As far as volunteers go, anyone 16 years of age or older
has been up and running since the late 1990s, according to
can sign up for the April 30 work day on the organization’s
the organization’s current president David Ferner.
Web site, or just show up ready to work that morning.
“Our goal is to keep people’s homes dry, safe and warm,”
The work day starts at 7 a.m. with donuts and coffee at
Ferner, who is also the owner of Alligator Construction in
the old Hobart Middle School. Volunteers are then split up
Hobart, said.
The Rebuilding Together – Hobart/Lake Station group is
into teams, usually about 10 people per house, and those
“My big thing is that in our business (construction), you
ready to roll with its April projects, helping residents in
with some kind of construction background or expertise are
come across people who call us about a job, but they just
need.
put in charge of the different projects. But Maryann Ferner
simply can’t afford it. So this is an easy way to help those
said they always welcome volunteers whether skilled or
people.”
unskilled.
Ferner got involved with Rebuilding Together – Hobart/Lake Station after seeing an
Subway provides lunch for all of the volunteers, and then when the work day
article about the organization in the newspaper calling for volunteers. He called and
concludes at 4 p.m. the volunteers and home owners come together for an end-of-theproposed that he and his crew from Alligator Construction would dedicate their time
day dinner at Augustana Lutheran Church in Hobart.
on the work day.
This year, the organization hopes to be able to install blown-in insulation to the attic
“Next thing you know, they were asking me to be on the board and I’ve been knee
of every home they work on. This will make each home more energy-efficient and
deep in it ever since,” he added.
ultimately result in savings on the heating and cooling bills for the home owners.
Ferner’s wife, Maryann, said giving back to the community they live in is very
Also this year, Rebuilding Together – Hobart/Lake Station will be able to ditch their
important to them, especially since they also have a business in the area.
old meeting place in the Hobart Chamber building and set up shop – literally – in the
“We have to support the community,” she said, “because the community is who
new Hobart Community Center being built in what used to be the old Hobart Middle
supports us.”
School. Demolition began in July of last year, and Rebuilding Together – Hobart/Lake
Last year, one of the projects the volunteers completed on the organization’s work
day was the construction of a ramp for a woman who had not been out of her house in Station expects to be settling in by the end of March.
They hope to be able to have someone in the new
location for at least a few hours every week so they can
better assist the communities they serve and possibly
have more than one work day per year in the future.
“Sometimes we’ll get families we help coming out to
volunteer the following year,” Maryann Ferner said.
“It’s just a good feeling,” David Ferner said.
For more information about Rebuilding Together –
Hobart/ Lake Station or how you can contribute to their
efforts, call 219-947-5304, or visit
www.rthobartlakestation.org.
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Deadline Every Wednesday at 3pm

tickets

aholstein.chronicle@comcast.net
furniture

sporting goods

Hitachi 53 inch HDTV Projection,
works great. $150, obo
(219) 771-3003

Weight bench, heavy duty,
comes with leg attachments
and in excellent condition $60.
(219) 406-0606

CALL A PROFESSIONAL
cabinets

coins

apartment for rent

Mini Ab Circle with 4 DVDs &
nutritional plan book. New $100
firm
(219) 384-0465

appliances

medical

Microwave, Kenmore large size
with recipe book, works good
$100.
(219) 588-3322

Walkers for handicap by
Sunrise Medical $35. Shower
stool 250 lbs. weight limit $15.
(219) 662-7142

Oster bread maker, white, like
new. $12.00
(219) 926-1803

miscellaneous

clothing
Fox fur jacket, size small $75.00
obo may leave message.
(219) 762-3404

cooling & heating

office space for rent

seasonal
Rossignol-St. skis & poles $80.
(219) 942-0290

cleaning services

handyman

Polaroid 600 Job Pro Camera,
brand new still in package $50.
(219) 879-1156

house for rent
storage for rent

Old girls Schwinn bicycle, exc.
condition $90.
(219) 548-2064
King/Queen
bedspread,
beige/mauve floral, reverses to
beige. includes shams $40.
(219) 242-1577
Humidifier. Roll about, capable
of dispersing up to 11 gallons
per 24 hrs. Used only 2
months. $50.
(219) 929-1684

apartment for rent
Hobart–unfurnished apartments
near hospital and schools. 1BR,
$580. month, 2BR $695. month.
Lease and deposit required.
(219) 962-1774

Hobart: Liberty School District.
Nice, newly refurbished 3BR, 1
bath ranch home. Appliances.
Garage. Storage bldg. C/A.
Large fenced back yard with
deck and RV pad. $910 month
+ security. Syren Mgt.
(219) 762-5644

mobile home
MOBILE HOME FOR RENT Hobart - 2 bedroom, deck,
awning, shed, central air. Close
to shopping. Very clean, no
pets.
(219) 947-1370 or
(219) 973-7704

MOBILE HOMES
Sage
Homes

HELP WANTED

Mobile Homes
for rent starting
at $375. Ridge
Road,, 2 miles
East of I-65
Call Today!

962-1
1 183

snowplowing

furniture

painter & redecorating

seniors
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- continued from page 1

overseas. She does have offers for full rides in college
and will pick one when she further investigates the
academic offerings.
“I actually tore it (the ACL) twice,” she said.
“I am not one who cries. The first time it hurt but I
didn’t cry. The second one hurt more and, well, you got
blood from a rock; I cried.
“My parents and Claire helped push me through the
whole ACL situation. They were behind me, with me 100
percent. I cannot be without basketball.”
The day after surgery, she got back on weight training.
“And it helped because all I could work on was my
upper body. In a strange way, the ACL helped me
because I could focus on getting in shape not playing
and then I was really
ready,” she said.
They hadn’t told anyone
else this, but both Gardner
and Holba, independent of
the other, wrote down
“Winning Sectional” as a
realistic goal this season.
Each said the other’s idea of something they could
realistically attain was no surprise because the thing
about Chesterton girls’ basketball this season is they
can anticipate the ideas of each other and thus never
get flummoxed on the court.
“I do get a lot of double-teams but that’s OK because
it means someone is open ad that’s usually Claire.
“We are quite the dynamic duo,” observed Gardner.
Never was that more apparent than in the 41-36
Sectional title game.
Trying to protect the thin margins, Chesterton did not
score a basket in the final quarter, relying on icy nerves
at the free-throw line.

“Part of it was the pace of the game,” Campbell said.
“They were being cautious and working for shots when
they had the ball and we weren’t about to make a
mistake; they had to foul us to get it back.”
With 63 seconds left, it was down to two points. With
35.6 seconds left, Gardner went to the line for two free
throws that could seal it.
There is something about destiny that allows a great
player who was denied most of two of her three varsity
seasons, to be put in that spot at that moment in history.
So, of course, she hit them both.
“The first Sectional win was just great,” Gardner said.
“We did it for our coaches, our families and for the
student body.”

The Grace Card

thought, ‘This has be a God thing.’
“I tracked down his agent in 24 hours and, initially,
there was no interest. But I asked him to at least look at
the screenplay because I thought it hit at the center of
what Lou is trying to do with his life. Two days later the
agent called back and said, ‘I think he’s going to like
this.’ And I can truly say about Lou’s performance, he
nailed it.”
Once under way, he reached out to every church in
Memphis for people to fill the scenes. He started with

to win as a team.
“No one has an
ego, we just all play
to win,” she said.
“And we always
concentrate on
defense anyway. Of all
the teams I’ve ever been
on, this is the best one
because we just know
each other.
“Winning Sectional has always been one of my
dreams. I always knew we could do it.”
Part of her confidence comes from her family. Her
dad, Tom, played at Michigan
State University.
“I guess that makes me from
an athletic family,” Holba said.
After high school, when she
is on campus at IUPUI, she
said she will let this “surreal”
dream season sink in.
“They announced us on the school PA,” she said.
“Everyone comes up to us in the halls and congratulates
us. It is a great experience.”
She plans on following the “medical route” in her
college courses, as does Gardner, who said she has a
natural affinity for kinesiology, “and, of course, medical
training and rehabilitation.”
The 2011 Anthem Kentucky/Indiana All-Stars
Basketball classic is set to take place June 10 in
Louisville, Ky. at Bellarmine University Knights Hall. The
2011 teams have yet to be announced. For more
information, visit www.kyallstars.net.

“Everyone comes up to us in the halls and congratulates us.
It is a great experience.”

- continued from page 3

“I was encouraged by some other faith-based
filmmakers who said, ‘You really need to get a name
actor in your movie.’ Most roles were filled, but not the
mentor role. Lou Gossett came to mind.
“Then I looked at his Web site and discovered his
commitment to using his position to end racism. I

- Claire Holba, CHesterton Hign School senior

Holba, of course, had the traumatic mental anguish of
seeing her friend hurt, of realizing she had to play a
season without her. And the coach asked her to do more
in Gardner’s absence, specificall, bring the ball down
court.
Which, to Holba, made her a better player.
“When we went into a little slump we all knew we’d
just play our way out of it because we had overcome last
season,” Holba said.
In that Sectional final, for instance, she said she didn’t
even realize they hadn’t scored a basket in the fourth
quarter until she began to discuss it for this story.
She knew they had won and that was the main thing –

300 volunteers who worked with him on the Calvary
stage productions, but then accepted anyone who
wanted to audition.
The film will open Friday at Valparaiso Commons 12,
located at 700 Porter’s Vale Blvd. For more information
or show times, call 219-464-0260. The film will also open
Friday at the Portage 16, located at 6550 U.S. Highway
6. For more information, call 219-764-7469. For more
information about the film, visit
www.thegracecardmovie.com

Woof…Luxury Unleashed
Woof…Luxury Unleashed just celebrated its second
year in the Downtown Valparaiso District. As a fullservice grooming salon, they groom everything from
Chihuahua’s to Mastiffs and Persians to Main Coons.
Yes, they do groom cats – with Thursday’s dedicated to
the feisty felines.
Owner, Rae Anne Lampman graduated in 2008 from

the Great Lakes Academy of Pet Styling and is also a
member of the National Cat Groomers Institute of
America. Lisa Buck has been grooming dogs for more
than 10 years and has owned her own salon.
Included in Woof’s full service package is shampoo,
conditioner, hand blow dry, ear and eye cleaning, nail
cutting and filing and of course a haircut catered to the
owner’s preference. They also
offer extra services such as
tooth brushing, shed-less

Woof…
Luxury Unleashed
110 E. Lincolnway,
in Valparaiso

and flea treatments. Nail trims are also available on a
walk-in basis.
Both dogs and cats should be groomed on a regular
basis to promote good health and to keep your pet
happy. Woof…Luxury Unleashed is located at 110 E.
Lincolnway in downtown Valparaiso. For more
information, call 219-548-9663.
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Your kitchen, the favorite family gathering place
by Dan Steiner
When the family gathers in the kitchen to
relax, talk, and eat together, that makes
everyone happy. As a builder, the challenge that
I relish is to make the Kitchen/Breakfast Nook as
warm and functional as possible, so that
everyone loves to spend time there. Here are a
few of the Steiner Homes secrets that we use to
make these areas warm and usable:
•We have found that if the kitchen is too tight
or narrow, it feels and works poorly. We
configure at least 42 inches between islands,
cabinets and appliances. That aisle width allows
two people to work or walk in those areas of
use.
•The breakfast nook should be free-flowing
and out of the work area of the kitchen. The
nook should be large enough to have a table
that fits the needs of seating the family and/or
friends. There again, we recommend forty-two
inches behind chairs, for ease of getting in-andout.
•The kitchen island presents unrivaled
benefits, for the way we live today. A large
island with plenty of seating provides the
opportunity for people to help prepare food,
drink wine, or just chat with whomever is
preparing the meal. The chairs and/or bar stools
need to be very comfortable, and not too close
together.
•A large kitchen pantry is very valuable for
storing lots of items, out of the way but still
within easy access. If there is room for a corner
walk-in pantry, that is a bonus; otherwise two
sliding doors provides a wonderful storage
opportunity for food and small appliances.
•High-quality cabinetry, with certain features,
can make the preparer’s life so much easier. We
provide dovetail drawers with wood sides and
easy-close drawers, which allow for lasting use.
Specialty cabinets and drawers, that don’t break
the wallet and gives everyone ease and
enjoyment of working in the kitchen.
•We enjoy building wood lockers off of the
kitchen, so that all of the items that come home
with the children are easily stored before they
come into the kitchen, scrounging for a snack or
drink.
•Incorporating as many large windows in the

kitchen/nook as possible, makes the rooms feel
open and warm. That typically includes a double
full-glass door, which has easy access to a back
deck, grill, and outdoor sitting area. In
Northwest Indiana, to screen-in this area is
treasured. Normally, the costs are generally
pretty easy on the wallet, when screening-in the
deck area, especially if there is a roof.
For more information on building the Kitchen
of your dreams, please visit our website at
www.steinerhomesltd.com or contact Director of
Sales David Gring at 219-916-3744. Our
Highlands Rockwell Model Home is open
Monday through Saturday, noon-4 p.m., and
Sunday, 1-4 p.m.

Dan Steiner has built homes in Valparaiso,
Crown Point, Schererville, Dyer, St. John,
Chesterton, Hammond, Michigan City, Gary,
and many other great communities in our
region. For more information, visit
www.steinerhomesltd.com.

www.steinerhomesltd.com.

As a builder, the challenge is to make the
Kitchen/Breakfast Nook as warm and functional as
possible, so that everyone loves to spend time there.
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ongoing

thursday, february 24th

Dancers Delight

The Hobart Elks has a dance every Sunday night at West 61st
Avenue, featuring live “Big Band Music” courtesy of Dick Jurgens,
Glenn Miller and Russ Morgan. Doors open at 7 p.m. Dance is
from 7:30-10:30 p.m. All are welcome. For more information, call
942-1152 or 464-0825.

Youth Art

Celebrate the creativity of youth at the Portage Library during
Youth Art Month. More than 200 Portage Township students will
have works of art on display throughout the month. An opening
reception will be held March 1 from 4-7 p.m. For more
information, call 763-1508.

Healthcare Resources

Representatives from Healthcare Advocacy Group, Inc. are
available from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. every Wednesday at St. Mary
Medical Center in Hobart. Free resources, education and help
with denied claims and health care issues are available. For more
information, call 942-9727.

Support Group

The bereavement support group, “Moving from Grief to Hope and
Healing” is every Wednesday through March 2 at the First Church
of God in La Porte, from 5-6:30 p.m. The support group is
confidential and informal. For more information or to register, call
800-854-6008.

Food Collection

The Hobart Family YMCA is collecting
non-perishable food items for their
annual food drive for the Hobart Food
Pantry through the month of February.
All food items collected will be
delivered to the Hobart Food Pantry by
March 5. For more information, call
942-2183.

History Exhibit

Through february 28, Indiana
University Northwest will display the
exhibit, “Freedom: A History of US,”
which is comprised of two notable collections of
American documents and photographs. For more information, call
980-6763, or visit www.iun.edu.

Computer Classes

The Lake Station-New Chicago Branch Library, 2007 Central
Ave., is offering an adult program on the second and fourth
Tuesday of each month at 10:30 and 11:30 a.m. For more
information, call 962-2409.

Valparaiso Survey

The Diversity Summit Task Force invites the Valparaiso
community to participate in a survey polling local perception of
diversity and inclusion in Valparaiso. To access the survey, visit
www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22BT4YCW3SB. For more
information, call 465-0294.

YMCA Basketball

Registration is under way for the Hobart YMCA youth basketball
league. Fees charged. Players can sign up at the Hobart Y or
online at www.hobartymca.org. For more information, call 9422183.

thursday, february 24th
Bingo

Miller’s Senior Living Community in
Portage will host “Pamper Me” Bingo
at 1 p.m. Win prizes that soften,
moisturize and pamper your dry,
weather-beaten skin. Bring a
friend, make new ones too.
Refreshments will be served. This
event is free and open to the
public. For more information, call
764-0628.

MBA Program

The Indiana University Northwest School of Business and
Economics will host an evening open house to introduce area
professionals to its Weekend MBA for Professionals program from
5:30-7 p.m. in the Dunes Medical/Professional Building on the
Gary campus. For more information, call 980-6552.

Blood Drive

The American Red Cross is holding a blood drive from 7:45 a.m.1:30 p.m. at Chesterton High School. Come to donate and be
entered into a drawing for a $100 Best Buy gift card. For more
information, call 800-733-2767, or visit redcrossblood.org.

friday, february 25th
Chesterton Play

Chesterton High School Theatre will present “The Surprising Story
of the Three Little Pigs” and again february 26 at 7 p.m. and
february 27 at 2 p.m. in the CHS Auditorium. For tickets, visit
www.showtix4u.com. They will also be available at the door. For
more information, call 983-3600 ext. 1010.

Middle School Dance

The Portage Township YMCA will host a Neon Dance for Fegley
and Willowcreek middle school children from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Cost
is $3. All proceeds will benefit Alice’s House in Valparaiso, a
halfway house for women recovering from alcohol and drug
addiction. For more information, call 762-9622.

Portage Play

“The Great American Trailer Park Musical” will be performed at
the Portage Yacht Club today, february 26, 27, March 4, 5, 6, 11,
12 and 13. Not for children. Times vary. Tickets are $15 for adults,
$12 for seniors/students. For more information, call 759-1408, or
visit www.portagecommunitytheatre.com.

saturday, february 26th

sunday, february 27th
Flea For All

The second Whiting/Roberstdale Flea For All will be today and
March 20 at the Whiting Community Center, 1938 Clark St. in
Whiting, from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Chamber members free for the
first space, non-members are $20. Table Rental $10.
For more information, call the chamber at 659-0290.

Wine Tasting Benefit

Restaurante don Quijote in Valparaiso will
host Porter County Family
Counseling Center’s Wine
Tasting Benefit for the
second year at 2 p.m.
Tickets are $75 a
piece. Seating is
limited. For more
information, call
364-2732.

february 28th monday,
Cheerleading

A course held at Woodland Park in Portage designed for making
friends while learning choreographed pom-pom and dance
routines. No experience needed. For ages 4 and older. Times
vary by age group. Cost is $7 registration fee and $7 per class.
For more information, call 762-1675, or visit www.ycusa.org.

Blood Drive

The American Red Cross is holding a blood drive from 9 a.m.-1
p.m. at the Chamber of Commerce, located at 162 W. Lincolnway
in Valparaiso. For more information, call 800-733-2767, or visit
redcrossblood.org.

Silent Auction

tuesday, march 1st

LEGO Club

Learn how to protect yourself and your family from the flu.
Nursing students from Ivy Tech Community College will be
discussing all aspects of influenza: prevention, treatment, signs
and symptoms. For more information or to register call 769-3541,
ext. 317, or visit www.lcplin.org.

Portage High School’s athletic department is having a silent
auction fund-raiser at Woodland Park. There will also be a social
hour and a raffle. For more information, call 7646050.
South Haven Library
will host a free
afternoon program
for children through
sixth grade, from
1:30-2:30 p.m. For
more information, call
759-4474

Winter White Ball

A Positive Approach to Teen Health (PATH) invites everyone to an
evening of dinner, theater and dancing. The inspiring Tim Miles
will perform and 27 Entertainment will offer music. For more
information or to purchase tickets, call 548-8783, or visit
www.pathblazer.org.

Golf Open House

Creekside Golf Course in Valparaiso will have a chili open house
from 1-3 p.m. to offer free trial use of their simulators and outdoor
heated driving range. Enjoy free chili and snacks and, weather
permitting, a golf tournament. For more information, call 5317888, or visit www.creeksidegolfcourse.com.

Pancake Breakfast

Portage Exchange Club will have a pancake breakfast at
Applebee’s in Portage, located on U.S. Highway 6, from 8-10
a.m. Cost is $5 and includes three pancakes, two sausage
links or two slices of bacon, coffee or orange juice. For more
information, call Mike at 762-5764.

Fighting the Flu

Pig Day

School-age children will celebrate National Pig Day at the Lake
County Public Library in Merrillville at 4 p.m. Read stories with
favorite pig characters, learn facts about pigs, make a pig craft,
and have pancakes for a snack. For more information, call 7693541.

Dr. Seuss

The Hobart Branch Library, in recognition of Dr. Seuss’ birthday,
will read a Dr. Seuss story, and enjoy green eggs and ham and a
Dr. Seuss birthday cake. Celebration begins at 6 p.m. For more
information, call 942-2243.

wednesday, march 2nd
Cholesterol Screening

Porter Health Systems will conduct health screenings for the
public at Miller’s Senior Living Community in Portage from 8:3010:30 a.m. A 12 hour fast is required. Cost is $15 or join Porter’s
Senior Circle for $15, get first screening free and a discount on
future screenings. For more information, call 764-0628.

e-m
mail your events to editorial@chroniclenwi.com - remember: 219 area code unless otherwise noted

